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$100.00 PRIZE STORIES $100.00 


The following conditions wil hereafter govern the 
awarding of cash prizes for Nutshell Stories,and the 
manuscripts of such writers only as have compled with 

» all these reguirements will receive consideration 

All the necessary particulars being here clearly set 
forth, it will be useless for anyone to seek further in 
formation or personal favors by addressing the editor, 
@s such letters cannot be answered, 

1. Only persons who are regular yearly subscribers to 
“Comfort” and who send with every manuscript at least 
tro new yearly subscribers (together with 23 cents for 
earch subscriber so sent) may compete for the prizes. 

2. All contributions must hare the number of words 
they contain plainly noted thereon in addition to the 
soriter’s full name and address with nom de plume tf de 
sired; must be written on one side of the paper only, 
uddressed to EDITOR NUTSHELL STORY CLUB care of 
Comrort, AUGUSTA, MAINE. 

3. Al/ stories must be strictly original sath the contribu 
tors who may write upon any subject, whether based upon 
fact, fancy or fiction—of adventure, love, war, peace; oF 
city or country life, or of experiences on land or sea—but 
no story must contain more than 2,000 or less than 1,000 
words, 

4, NO MANUSCRIPT WILL BE RETURNED UNDER ANY 
CIRCUMSTANCES AND COMPETITORS SHOULD THERE- 
PORE RETAIN A COPY OF WHAT THEY SEND. 

5. The writer of the best original story will receive $30 
cash; of the second best, $25 cash; of the third best, $20 
cash; of the fourth best, $15 cash; and of the fifth best, $10 
cash. Remittances will be sent by check as soon as aveards 
have been made. 

No premiums will be given for subscriptions sent in 
tender this Short Story Prize Offer. 

The Publishers of “Comfort” reserve the right to pur- 
chase at their established rates any stories submitted 
under the foregoing offer, which failed to secure a prize. 


— 
PRIZE WINNERS FOR JANUARY. 
Evelyn Foster, First Prize. 
Wm. A. Lewis, Second Prize. 
Dorothy Lundt, Third Prize. 
Mrs. E. T. Mudge, Fourth Prize, 
Minnie Thomas Boyce, Fifth Prize. 
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NOTE.—With reference to the prize story decep- 
tion of which we spoke last month, we have sent the 
ten dollars offered in the case of Miss Goodwyn's 
story “Sold fora Silk Rag,” to George M. Grafton, 
of Morgana, 8.C., and in the case of “What the 
Camera Did,” by Miss Topham, to Miss Lillie 
Adams of Wheeler, Mich., these being the first to 
furnishus proof that we had been imposed upon. 
Our offer only referred to prize stories, but if the 
correspondent who wrote us in regard to Mrs, Watts’ 
story, “The Yellow Kitten,” will send to our Boston 
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office full address, we will take pleasure in awarding 
aspecial casb prize. 


THE GHOSTLY RIVAL. 


WRITTEN FOR COMFORT BY EVELYN FosTER. 


Copyright, 1894, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 





VER since I first 
learned them,I have 
wanted to relate the 
events just as they 
occurred. Val would 
not let me before; she 
had a nervous dread 
of their being con- 
_ nected with her life, 
.and I don’t blame 
her. Last night, how- 
ever, she told me to! 
use my own judg-! 
ment; and I venture 
to believe, that, by 
veiling my characters 
by a skillful manipu- 
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This evening, not an hour ago, we were 
dreamily chatting in the firelight, Val and I. 
We touched on many matters, lingering over 
none. At last, in the natural course of our 
talk, we came to the reason for my present 
visit here. For now, during her husband’s 
brief trip to New York, I am Val’s guest in 
their dear old home, ‘Mere Manse,” on the 
Massachusetts coast. Douglas Tyler, himself, 
brought me here, and begged me not to leave 
Valerie until his return, even for aday. Not 
that she is afraid to be alone. Val is no 
coward; far from it, but—wait, you shall under- 
stand. 

lt began two years ago, before Douglas 
Tyler and Valerie West were man and wife. 

His first wite,a handsome Spaniard, several 
years his senior, had died two years before. 
was the evening, at Valerie's home in Boston, 
when Douglas told her of his love. Of course 
she had seen and welcomed it before, but not 
until this evening had the sweet silence be- 
tween them broken into sweeter speech. He 
lingered late in his new found Eden. 
the final “good night” had been whispered; 
and he left her, standing fairand gracious, in 
the little inner room, the library. Gazing with 
rapt eyes into the rosy face of their future, in 
the shaded light of the lamp,she stood. His 
hand was on the door of the outer room, the 
smile yet on his lips. How still the night was! 
only a soft, chance footfall overhead. 

“Douglas!” 

Did she call? or did the soft wind sigh his 
name through that great room? 

“Valerie,” the name dropped gently from his 


lips; he turned to look at her through the! 


parted draperies of the inner room. She still 


stood as he had left her; no, she had not. 


spoken, that was clear; and yet— 
“Douglas!’”’ louder this time, 
takable with its foreign tone. 
Douglas Tyler is a sturdy fellow, square 
shouldered, square jawed, and square brained. 
His nerves are like fine steel, yet at this sound 
they quivered and his face grew white. 
“Valerie!” he stood beside her now and she 
had grasped hisarm. They were looking into 
each other's eyes. 
“Yes, I heard,’ she breathed. A voice, a 
foreign voice had come between them from the 
grave. Valerie understood. 


and unmis- 


It | 


At last, | 
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Later, in his own room, Douglas Tyler was , 


sitting before a smoldering fire. A little 
packet of feminine letters lay on his knee, and 
he held anivory type. Out from its frame of 


blood red jewels looked a dark, imperious face. } 


The true type of southern beauty, full Andalu- 
sian, she was; black eyed, black haired, and 
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querades as love; while he endured. faithfufly, 
silently, patiently. unto the last. Even to him- 
self he did not complain; he had rashly sown 


the wind; the whirlwind he would bravely reap. | 
At the last, when a quick, fierce fever was! 
| down the cabin in wild moans until the mad 


burning her vehement life away, she tried to 
bind him by oath to remain single for her 
sake. But Douglas Tyler had learned his les- 
son; he had done, forever, with false vows. In 
the solemn presence of death he gently refused 
to perjure himself, and swore to be faithful to 
truth alone. 

With these words on her lips ‘‘Beware! Ido 
not die. I will come—again!” she died. 

Two years later, at midnight, he stood 1n his 
room holding her letters; and looking, for the 
last time, on her pictured face. Quietly, he 
took the likeness from its frame and laid it, 
with the letters, on the dying coals. The lazy 
tongues of flame curled slowly around their 
food as a low moan clearly echoed through the 
room. Douglas Tyler raised his head, and 
looked steadfastly about him. ‘Is the veil so 
thin,” he mused, ‘“‘that falls before the face of 
death?” : 

The next was two months later, during our 
glorious cruise along the Massachusetts’ coast. 

It was on the evening of our third on board, 
and we were having our first taste of storm. A 
fine taste it was, too! 

The “Kelpie,” Douglas Tyler’s new steam 
yacht, was bravely grappling with her foes, the 
elements; most of our party had discreetly re- 
tired; only Douglas, Val,and I were astir in 
the little cabin. 

I had been given grace to bury myself in a 
book ina far corner; while Val and her Doug- 
las, at the other end of the cabin, looked out 
together into the wild night. 

There was that evening an almost super- 
human sympathy—Val said so afterwards—be- 
tween the two; they had talked, felt, thought, 
almost like one being. She had just con- 
sented to their marriage in the coming month; 


he folded his arms about her, bent his head, 


and—fairly choking with horror,I sprang to 
my feet! Never, till I cease to hear, shall I 
forget that sound; that long, awful howl of 
rage and anguish that swept through the boat. 

“Douglas! Douglas! Douglas!” wailed 
that unearthly voice with the curious foreign 
flavor in the tones. 

Outside the storm fiend tore with furious fin- 


gers at our boat, rattled fiercely at the win- | 
dow panes, and hurled its white fire in our 


eyes. But through the crash of thunder, over 
the whistle of wind, from end to end of the 
boat, pierced that ghastly cry from unseen lips. 

In wild alarm, rushed both men and women 


heavy lidded, with a flush of carmine in the’ from their rooms. 


lips and cheeks. This man looked calmly into 
the brilliant, painted eyes. 


“Valerie!” called Mrs. West. ‘Val, 
child, is it you? Whatis it? Who is it?” 


my 
She 


“Have you kept your word, Carlotta? have | grasped her daughter and Douglas for sup- 


you indeed come back?’ 


} port, while her voice sank toa horrified whis- 


Only the low sigh of the night wind answered ; per, seeing them so white and still. 


him. 
“Tf so, itis well. I wish you to know, to un- 
derstand. I never deceived you, would not 


now. You know I did not love you, but I paid 
my debt; I was faithful tothe end. The bonds 
of the law are snapped by death—thank God!" 
He threw back his head and breathed a long 
sigh of relief. “Only the ties of the heart out- 
live the flesh; if death had not freed us from 
bondage I should surely have done so myself. 
It wasa living lie!” He rose and, with firm 
step, paced the floor. 


Blinded by a boy’s infatuation, he had mar- 
ried the brilliant Spanish widow. What their 
life had been his nearest friend never knew; 
SES = AECE Rats arses Ss) 2-7 sedthiestens 


“Lost! lost! lost! Oh!’ the wail rose almost 
to a shriek. 

Just then a smothered scream came from 
another point. Leaving the almost senseless 
mother to Valerie and myself, Douglas 
rushed to his sisters’ room. They were both 
hysterical from fright. 

“Douglas Tyler,” gasped Clare, ‘that voice, 
her voice! Did you hear? Did you hear?” She 
shook him wildly by the arm. He took her 
feverish hands in his. 

“Clare, be still! hear me, there is nothing to 
fear. I will—” - 


“Listen!"’ Elsa, the younger, shivered as she 
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‘those raps, they will not stop.” 

chattered as the raps increased 
Just hére that most ungodly wailing recom- 

menced. 
“Douglas! 


MAING 


her teeth 


Douglas! Douglas!” up and 
wind seemed to pick it up and bear it shriek- 
ing through the world. 

The horror of it was that nothing could be 
seen; search as we would, not evena shadow 
could be found; and that bloodless voice 
wailed on. 

That was a hideous night! Of course we 
could not leave that boat, there was no escape. 
No one slept; noone left the cabin; there we 
huddled all the long hours through, wonder- 
ing, doubting, fearing, till the dawn broke, 
faint and gray. They had begged, both Val and 
Douglas, that none of us should speak of this 
outside. So, for their sakes, we kept it as 
quiet as we could; but some,if not all, of us 
wondered at Val’s courage, when next month 
she kept her word and married that voice- 
haunted man. And now, for the first time in 


| the two years of their happy married life, he is 


forced to leave her fora little time; I am with 
Valerie, or I was an hour or more ago. 

How lovely she did look to-night! I see her 
now as she leaned among the pillows in her 
husband's great arm chair—the mellow lustre 
of her creamy silken robe; the soft lamb’s wool 
around her full, white throat; the open sleeves 
falling away from her dimpled arms. 

I lounged near her on the soft divan, while 
the firelight from the big pine knots danced 
fitfully around us both. 

Iasked her about that voice. Had she, had 
they, heard nothing of it since that time? 

“Not Douglas, no; but I—well, yes, and no, 
but never the same as on the boat that night; 
oh, no!” She shivered a little,and held her 
small hands toward the blaze. 

“One night I waked,I don’t know why, and 
saw—I know I saw it, dear!” she smiled at me; 
“IT saw my rocking chair—you know the big 
bent rocker in my room?—move slowly back 
It stood just inthe moonlight, in 


plain sight. I sawit rocking toand fro for— 


| oh! it seemed a long, long time.” 


“Rocking alone?” 

“Alone, so farasI could see. Another time, 
about three weeks ago,I waked and saw the 
same chair rock again. This time, though, I 
saw something more; a form, ashadowy form, 
of her; you know, his former wife. I some- 
times saw her when she was alive. She looked 
the same but vaporous and pale; all but her 
eyes, they gleamed like fire. She looked at me 
—no through me—for a while, then smiled. That 
smile! I'd rather have heard her s>riek than 
see that smile. Bye and bye she lef. the chair 
and glided to the bed. She bent low over me 
and hissed into my ear, into my brain, these 
words: ‘You have him now, poor fool. Keep 
him while you can; for here he’s mine, mine. 
Do you hear? J’ll have him forever more!’ She 
seemed to laugh in ghastly, mocking mirth and 
melt away.”’ 





I had written thus far last night, when there 
came a quick rap on my door. I rose tremb- 
ling and opened it. It was only Ellen, Val's 
maid. 


“Oh, ma’am, Mrs. Tyler’s very ill; she begs 
you’ll come to her room, and—” but I was in 
Val's room. In half an hour the doctor had 
been summoned, and a despatch sent to New 
York. Qh, that weary night! My poor, brave 
Val! Her suffering seemed mainly mental, she 


spoke. A volley of sharp raps played a quick | was battling with grim terrors which we could 
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iard. She’s here, right close beside us, there!” he held the rapt attention of the thousund| “Said there was wood enough in it to build 


she pointed, and 1 shrank from where ler gaze 
vas fixed. “She's trying to get me from him; 
jut she can’t, she can’t! You'll see, I'll win!” 
She did, thank Heaven, she did. 
, At noon to-day her husband came; and, after 
‘hat, we knew that she was safe. This after- 
i} 100n at two Valerie’s boy was born, and now 
| here's heavenly peace through all the house. 
| And she, that sad, malignant phantom of the 
| ast? In the presence of such love and trust 
os theirs, what can such poor spite do? Love 
‘conquers all. Even hate and woe must one day 
»ow before its heavenly spell. I think Car- 
otta’s power is spent, and she will trouble 
Jouglas and Valerie nevermore. 


' 
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F you have ever hap- 
pened—for nothing but 
accident would ever 
take you there—to pass 
through the Rue Re- 
store, in Marseilles, 
you kuow how dismal, 
bleak,repugnant every- 
thingis. It isthe last 
place you would ever 
look for a physician, or 
asurgeon. Still 1m 1891 
there lived,ina story- 
and-a-half house’ in 
this same Rue Restore, 
. short, slim, pale young man; and upon the 





i} 
i 
| oor frame was a painted tin with the words: 
 “Pposcalier, M. D.” 


\) M. Poscalier took possesion of this three- 


') oom abode early in July. When he moved in 
‘which he did between dusk and bed time) he 
‘vas assisted by a sweet-faced young lady hav- 
ng the brightest golden hair one ever beheld. 
‘ ‘he few home-keeping utensils were brought 
' }pon a hand dray; in the shafts of which the 
) \ew tenant—the M. D. himself—wearily tugged; 
jot that the load was heavy, but because the 
ynotive power was weak. Behind, pushing as 
|'auch as she was able, followed this ‘young 
| voman. 

q . When they halted before No. 21, the doctor 
| was forced to sit on the door rock to recover 
\yreath. The young lady, by no means “blown” 
 hrough the exertion, pulled off her gloves, un- 


-/astened the rope which bound the load, took | 


lane big key from the doctor's thin hand, un- 
| :astened the door, and had the hand cart un- 
| oaded before the man was able to rise. 


This ungallant willingness to accept assist- 
_wnce did not result from the man’s indolence. 
yt lay in his helpless weakness. 

‘There, Luke,” exclaimed the now ruddy- 
'-aced girl. ‘Let's goin.” . 

'» And she placed her arm about the emaciated 
orm and assisted the doctor to arise. 

“Why, Louise!” was the vainly attempted ex- 
lamation. “You have me all settled a-ready! 
th, but [am poorly!” 

“Yes, indeed you are, Luke; and I know you 
vill be no better living in this hideous locality. 
abandon it, dear! Give it =e It isn’t worth 
he attempt! It is going to kill you, Luke, and 
hen I'll reproach myaele for consenting to 
our coming here! o, Luke! Come, let's 
ock it up, and come back home with me?” 

The yellow-faced skeleton of manhood sank 
nto a chair and gazed into the bright blue 
yes bending over him. He tried several times 
Oo speak, but failed; and shook his head in 
hat slow sign of resolution which dispenses 
vith words. 

“Send my books down to-morrow, Louise,” 
e gasped at last. 

A large quantity of books was brought bya 
ired drayman the next day. He piled them in 
he middle of the floor. 

The young doctor was lying helplesson his 

$ a: - * * * * * * 

Hard-headed M. Kepplon had absolutely re- 
used to permit his daughter—the heiress to 
(is three immense silk mills—to receive the | 
ddresses of poor, sickly Luke Poscalier, the , 
itely graduated doctor of medicine. Impor- 
unings were futile. The rich mill owner was 
bdurate. M. Poscalier must cease to visil 
Ille. Kepplon. 

“«My discovery is before the Academy, Louise,” 
xplained the doctor. “I know it has merit. 
*erhaps I may be rewarded. If Iam, my prac- 
ice will instantly spring into fabulous emi- 
vence and product. My name will be upon 
very ips You will b of me, dear. Then 
ve will be marri 

And Louise 
vould wai 







ot waiting to be asked if she 
rt him—placed her fair, full arms 
wasted neck of the frail discoverer 
ful, delicate surgery which would reyo- 
vutftOnize acertain branch of the science, and 
aid: 

“Yes, Luke. 
are of her Great Surgeon. 
lear?” 


And Louise will take such good 
Won't she, Luke 


* * * * * * 


The National Academy had postponed from 
veek to week, for several months, the demon- 
tration by Dr. Poscalier of his asserted claim 
of triumph in a certain branch of intricate 
urgery. Members from remote points re- 
nained in the city, patiently awaiting the re- 
-overy of Dr. Poscalier from his “temporary in- | 
lisposition.” They were eager to witness what 
vould be, if successful, the greatest discovery 
of the century in surgery. om August until 
November word came weekly from the un- 
cnown discoverer that he was tooill to appear 
vefore the rey rye A to demonstrate his system. 

Repeatedly the obscurity of the name of Pos- 
‘alier tempted the trustees to decline further 
rifling with a seemingly hopeless invalid: but 
hey were deterred through the enormity of the 
principles involved, and the incalculable gain 
he profession: would derive should anything 
some of the matter. 

At length, after many postponements, Dr. 
*oscalier informed the Academy he would pos- 
tively appear before them on the afternoon of 
Jecember 24th and expound his system of prac- 
ice. The hall was packed with delegates from 
ill over the world; when, at precisely three 
yelock, the side door opened, and a slender, 
stooping, tottering staff of humanity made bis 
vay to the front, bowing his acknowledgments 
f the applause which greeted him. In the 
apel of his loose coat he wore a violet that 

Louise had pinned there when she assisted him 
nto acab in front of No. 21 Rue Restore. 


members as step by step he unfolded a princi- 
le of scientific and heretofore dubious prac- 
| tice to the amazed and enthusiastic intelligence 
of the Academicians. Little by little the 
emaciated form seemed to acquire rotundity. 
Moment by moment the ashy pallor surren- 
dered to the temperings of eager interest, un- 
til the cheeks blazed with the ardor of con- 
scious success. At length came the experi- 
mental demonstration. Members struggled 
with each other in offering to assist the strip- 
ling, who approached the operating table with 
astep of invincible power. When the uncon- 
scious subject lay stretched before him, Dr. 
Poscalier seized his scalpel with the deftness 
of inspiration, while above and around him 
were grouped the most eminent surgeons of the 
universe. For fully an hour he swept the keen 
blades through the flesh of the oblivious being, 
dilating upon his principle and its result. 
Finally when the incontestible accuracy of his 
methods were established, the wildest con- 
fusion of approbation met the triumphant dis- 
coverer. 

They cheered him! 

They elected him a member of the body! 

They voted him a decoration! 

The ordeal concluded, Nature, which for the 
few critical hours had kindly favored the cause 
ofambition with her smile, once more became 
the disciplinarian; and the man whose name 
was vibrating over the telegraph lines of the 
world, tottered down the steps of the Academy 
and sank into his cab. 

* *. * = * * * 


Christmas morning dawned clear and cold. 
Immediately after breakfast, during which her 
family loudly commenfied the now world- 
famed Dr. Poscalier (whose surgical triumph 
was recited in the morning press) Louise, 
flushed with joy ut the words of her father, who 
bade her invite Dr. Poscalier to dine with the 
family, hastened to the Rue Kestore. She 
rapped at No. 21. Receiving no reply she 
pushed open the door. 

Upon the bed, still clad in his simple suit of 
black, about his neck the ribbon and decora- 
tion of the Academy,in his hand the roll of 
parchment constituting him amember of the 
august body, lay the Great Surgeon. On his 
face, a smile. Beneath his cheek, Louise's 
violet. 

Dr. Poscalier was famous, successful, and— 
DEAD. 





—— 
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UGGINS!" roared the 
station superintend- 
ent, with his head out 
of the window of his 
little lighted office, 
and apparently huarl- 
ing the name into 
s rain-threshed, wind- 
blown darkness. 
“Yessir!” came, re- 
sponsively, in a 
prompt, hoarse growl. 





| a freight-car.”’ 


A burly figure, in drip- 
ping oilskins, came 
from the outer dark- 
ness into the open window’s circle of light. 

“Have we an engine not in use?” 

“Yessir. 1219's on the siding, sir.” 

“Well, she’s got to come off the siding. Read 
this.” 

Huggins took the telegram from his super- 
iors hand, and read it, giving a dismayed 
grunt as hedid so. “Freight car 1010 broken 
loose from train, somewhere between you and 
Craghill Junction,” it said. “Send out engine 
at once and bring her in.” 

“Yessir,” handing the telegram back. “Nice 
road, 'twixt here and Craghill; what isn’t up 
grade’s down grade. Nice night!" as the wind 
slammed the window shutter, tothe imminent 
peril of the superintendent’s head. ‘Nice job 
altogether. But got to be done. 
press due at nine. 





Mornin’ ex- 
There'd be the devil to pay 
with a wild caron the track, and the fog and 
forest firesmoke shuttin’ off everythin’ furth- 
er'n a foot ahead.” 

“Who'll take out the engine?” 

“IT can't, with this here game hand,” holding 
up a bandaged member. “Reckon Jack Har- 
kins’ll doit. It’s his vacation, but he’d rather 
ron an engine'n go a-courtin’, I'll go too. 
Fire for him.” 

Halfan hour later Jack Harkins, keen-eyed, 
crisp-curled, stalwart, also in dripping ‘oil- 
skins, was taking the superintendent's final 
charges, from the cab window of No. 1219, 

“Don’t go too fast. You’ve got the night be- 
fore you. And don’t forget to look down all 
those abandoned switches, on the left of the 
road. They changed their minds so many 
times when they built this piece, there’s 
about as much old switch as straight track. 
Like as not 1010 has blown down one of 'em. 
It’s blowing enough to run off a town, let alone 





“Yes sir! That's alle? 
“That's all! Start her ahead.” And engine 
1219 pulled out into the wild October night. 





There was excitement at the grocery shop at 
Creekin Four Corners. Tommy Pinkham had 
just told the news. He had, according to his 
own statement, brought in the milkin’a little 
earlier than common, the night bein’so bad; 
an’ the door between the kitchen and sitting- | 
room being wide open, Deacon Jones’ words 
had come to him as plain as if he was a-hol- 
lerin’ 'em in his—Tommy’s—ear. 

“An’ Hetty White, she was a-cryin’ fit to 
make you beller, too, jes’ to hear her!” Thus 
Tommy, to the open-mouthed listeners his tale 
had wiled from molasses-barre] and cracker- 
box. ‘An’ says she, ‘The good Lord knows,’ 
Says she, ‘Deacon Jones, when I took the chil- 
dren, not havin’ a roof to our heads, to live in 
tLat old freight-car,and put up our few poor 

elongin’s there,an’ made asort of home 
good Lord knows,’ says she, ‘I didn’t s’spose 
that old freight-car belonged to anybody, arter 
the railroad condemned it.’” 7 

“No more it don’t!” in indignant chorus. 

Wal but I’m 'fraid it doos!" thus the shop- 
keeper, meditatively scratching his head, “I 
jest happened to be round—sho/ Didn’t I never 
tell ye?—th? day that old car was condemned. 
wh mean Deacon Jones to the railroad man, 
bond ene ye sell her for?’ says he. An'the rail- 
te an looked at her—one side partly staved 

> Sn" ali—Guess we'll call it a trade for 











eme 


} The assemblage marvelled at the extr 
and 


-yo:'h of the now interesting discoverer; 
; 


seventy- 
Deacon 


Sh says je grinnin’. An’ the 
ed down and took a bill Ps 
‘The old Skinflint! What for?” ateals 


ee 


; the] 


bag a Sort it 
“Why didn’t he build ’em?” 

"Cos twas next week poor Mis’ White died, 
an’ the children was turned off the farm. Hetty 
Deb nA ete? she is pretty, by thunder!— 
took the children an’ the cook-stove, and 
camped out in the old freight-car, never 
s’posin’, as she said, it b’longed to anybody.” 

“Well what’s struck Deacon Jones to make 
her trouble now ef he didn’t then?” 

“Lemme tell!” thus, shrilly, Tommy Pink- 
ham, bitterly aggrieved at public attention 
thus wandering from him and his tale. ‘‘‘Dea- 
con Jones,’ says Hetty,‘you’d never turn me 
an’ my little brothers out o’ the car, this dread- 
ful night, an’ us with never a roof to turn to.’ 
‘But 2 have a roof,’ says he, ‘an’ if you're too 
proud to come under it as my lawful wife’ ”"— 

“Lawful fiddlesticks!” 

“He’s wus'n Bluebeard!” 

“An’ his fourth wife with hardly time to get 
comf’tably asleep in her coffin!” 

“An' Hetty White young enough to be his 
grand-darter!" 

“An'’he says”—Tommy’s voice shrill again, 
above the indignant chorus—“an’ he says, ‘one 
hour will I give be for a last thinkin’ on it 
over; an’then I'l] come down tothat car, an’ 
=f hired man with me; an’either you come 
with me to the minister’s or out o’ that car you 

go, neck an’—’” 

“Oh doos she?” 

“Well this is a leetle too much!” 

“IT reckon there’s them here’!l git to that car 
‘fore the Deacon doos, an’ when it comes to 
turnin’ out, we'll see!” 

“Ima goin’ too! I’m a goin’ too!” | 

“But, Daddy, your rheumatiz!” 

“Dod burn red rheumatiz! Ef thet ol’ skunk’s 
agoin’ to get his come-uppance, I’]] be there to 
see’t! He allers wuzthe Jonah in this town’s 
ointment.” 

“T guess t’wuz the fly in the ointment, Daddy. 
Jonah wuz in—” . 

“Cose he wuz! Cose he wuz! Jonah wuz in 
the ass’s belly? I knew my Scripter fore you 
ever saw daylight!” 

They all were going. In pea-jackets and 
weather-worn tarpaulins, with here an ox-goad 
and there a hoe-handle as possible weapons of 
offence—“It’s a good cause! Help Fetter 
gentlemen! Help yourselves!” said the mili- 
tant sho Pa EE ye made their way through 
the lashing rain and buffeting wind, down the 

bit of road that lay between the village and the 
rusting, grass-grown bit of deserted track 
where the old car lay. 

The feeble light oft single candle glimmered 
mistily through the one, tiny, barred window. 
The large door at the side, ordinarily “pee was 
now close-barred against the storm. hrough 
the wind, they caught a child's frightened cry, 
and the sound of a girl’s sobbing. 

“Ketch holt o’ your sticks, boys! There's the 
Deacon's lantern a-comin’ down the road. 
Hear him hollerin’ for her to open the door? 
Hear—Lord A'mighty! What's THAT?” 

“THAT” was a vast, shapeless bulk, that sud- 
denly rushed upon them out of the stormy 
dark; a black bulk, vomiting flame, and witha 
yell that tore their ears, It dashed past; then 
back down to the old carinatwinkling. There 
was @ hoarse shout or two; a sound of clanking 
iron; another yell; more blasts of fire; and be- 
fore the Deacon on one side of the track or the 
deliverers on the other had paused in their 
horror-stricken flight, the fiery monster was 
gone, and the old freight-car was gone with it. 

They said afterward the Deacon ran to Sque- 
dunk Centre without stopping. 

As forthe rescue party, they sat down in a 
puddle that they mistook fora fallen log, and 
discussed the situation, 

“Speakin’ o' Scripter, ef that wasn’t the fiery, 
fiery chariot—” 

“Thet tuk away the bears thet eat the bald- 
heads.” 

“Didn't look much Heaven-sent!" 

“Thet's so. More like t’other place. Don’t 
re s’pose Beelzecbub made a_ mistake, an’ 

hought he’d got the Deacon in that car?” 

“Well, devil or ingine—an’ 1 reckon it wor an 
ingine, though why sent down that ol’ sidin’, 
Providence only knows!—I guess it’s took 
Hetty out of the Deacon’s clutches, permanent!” 

Ithad. When Huggins and Harkins, catch- 
ing sight of the light in the car they had so un- 
ceremoniously picked up, and gel ee to in- 
vestigate, had found instead of piled-up mer- 

chandise, aroughly fitted up home-place, two 
frightened children, and a girl with eyes as 
brown as oak leaves in the autumn sun, there 
was wonder and amazement. Hearing ber 
story, they said things, at least Huggins said 
things, and Harkins looked at Hetty. He has 
looked at Hetty several times.since. In fact he 
looks at her, nowadays, whenever Engine 1219 
releases him to home and wife. He says it 
isn’t every man who hitches on toa home, un- 
intentionally, as it were, when he is out chas- 
ing a wild freight-car. 
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T was in the spring | 
of 1824 that I en- | 
tered the law office 
of my uncle, Frank 
Clements, to study, | 
and at the same 
lime to make myself | 
useful to him in| 
duties pertaining to 
that business, par- 
ticularly that 
branch which re- 
quired traveling 
through the neigh 
boring towns and 
villages, looking up 
titles, serving 
notices, ete. 

Onmy return from one of these trips, I noticed | 
that my uncle's clerk, a middle aged man, who had | 
served him for a number of years, seemed to be gaz- 
ing at me in rather a peculiar inanner, as though he 
wished to address me, and was a little doubtful as to 
how I would receive his advances, For with the 
concelt of youth I imagined myself fully the peer of 
my uncle in the knowledge of law, and vastly his 
superior in appearance, and manner of approaching 
aclient. Mr. Allen had undoubtedly discovered this 
| failing of mine, and hesitated to place hiniself ina 
| position to be snubbed bya manof half his years 
| and experience. 

Finally one morning, my uncle being absent, he 
braced himself up and addressed me, thus: “Alfred, 
Ihave a little matter that Iwish to speak to you 
about, but hardly know whether it is right to qo £0- 
Iam in your uncle's employ,and have seryeq pim 


faithfully for many years, but of his past life 7, ».0W 
nothing. Weall know what a silent Teseryeg yoaD 
(NUTSHELL SToRIES CONTINUED ON Pagp a) 
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I must say a word as to the ef- — 
ficacy of German Syrup. I have 
used it in my family for Bronchitis, © 
the result of Colds, with most ex- — 
cellent success. I have taken it my- 
self for Throat Troubles, and have 
derived good results therefrom. I 
therefore recommend it to my neigh- 
bors as an excellent remedy in such 
cases. James T. Durette, Earlys- 
ville, Va. Beware of dealers who - 
offer you ‘‘something just as good.’ 
Always insist on having Boschee’s 


German Syrup. ® 
SILK REMNANTS FRE 


We cet an unlimited 

supply of Silk Rem- B 
nantes & cuttings from 16t- class manufacturers as Broadway 
elie neck wear makers, leading Fifth Avenue dress make 
ere, ailk perme makers, ete, By putéing them together, 
‘we get a brilliant assortment for patchwork, Each package. 
contains @ fine lotef assorted pieces, alldifferent colura, 
Ladies 6nd profit and pleasure in making there silk rem= 











pants Into quilts, ecarfa, tidie: te. One larre packace 
10 cents: Two for B& cen NEW STAMPING 
OUTHIT—Yon would like Kensington work, Every Ina 


does. Beautify your home and make money besides, en 4 
boursaday gives Legg A workandbringsin the neat sum 
of 85.00 or over, » vou take time for pleasure and 
profit Our 16s4outhtcontaina pearly 100 new patterns, We 
ean’t describe them here, but they are the best designe 
from rillowsbam to pincushion. We send a new book 
en the art of stamping all about powderand {nll tn- 
stroctionswitheach. Price lO cents, worth 25cents 
A GREAT OFFE Send us only 15 cents for our 
16 page mouthly family and 
story paper (OUR CountnY HOME) 8 months, and wo 
will een 
SraMrina 


Jou, sbeolutely free send, posinaid cur 16 
OUR GOUNTRY HOME, 122 Nassau Street, New York. 
TO THE UNEMPLOYED. 
You sate $75 to $250 a Month, 


in apie in any pth all pays salary a1 
ion as a prefer a all expenses d 
Dank io onver same when started. If 








are 
ff ico 
pluck and push 
jstand idle; this offer may be your ste; 

efurnish sample outfits free 

e write today for particulars before all va’ 
ory istaken. Address Standard Silve 
Ware Co., Boston, Mass. 
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Including Ta-Ra-Ra-Room-Ta-Ray, Comrades, 
Little Annie Rooney, Baby Mine, The Bridge, 
Come Home Father, Annie Laurie The Danu 
River, Kiss Behind the Door, Ten Little Ni 
Hard Times Come Again No More, Pu 
fe ard Against the Str Captain Jinks, 
Tassels on the Boots, Old Grimes, Maggie's 
Secret, Whiskers Five a Bag. In the Gloami 
I Cannot Sing the Old Songs, We Never Spea 
as By, Who's Dat Calling So Sweet? 
re Stay There. All of the above 18 
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Ab 
every one with words and music, will be 
mal tages with Cheerful Moments three months for 
ceuts, C, M. PUB, CO., 68 Court St, Boston, Mass. 
lbs a month. 
Anyone can make rem- 
edy athome, Dr. Isaac 
Brooks, Woodyerd,0- writes: 
reducer and is curing meofBrights Disease,” 
Miss M. Ainley, Supply, Ark. eays: I “lost 43 
Ibs. and feel Splendid” Costs atrifie and is 
easy to make as“Grape Jelly.” No etary: 
otappear again. Particulars (sealed) 2c. 
ALL &CO, “I” Box 404, Bt. Louis, Mo. 
CURED without net 
ARALY S cine. Rheumatism, Spi- 


FA FOLK: reduced 15 
“Ite a safe and powerful fat 
¢, boeickness, Write today ag this ad may 

2 5, 


nal Diseases and 


ST bested easily cured. 
Add. Dr. C, L, THACHER, 6 Central Maste Chicago, 


for a valuable book FREE to all, 
A positive radical Cure 
it 


RUP ; URE: ome. (Sealed) look 





eiving full particulars 
Sent Free. | Address 
Dh. W. 8. RICE, Box C. Smithville, Jeff. Co. N. Y. 


BUGGIES Carriages, Harness, Catalog free. oe 
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W.H.MUREAY MFG.CO., Cincinnati,O. 


The Big Value Premiam Badget is an unparalleled 
combination of almost everything ever thought of to amuse, en- 
te member of the family cirele. It 

<s, with words 
























t in, delight an 
containa all the 

and m 7m 
At , 
Mi 
resseg and stage beaut! 








Roone 








dents of the United ates, from Weshington to — 
Cleveland; Peck’s Bad Hoy, Mr. Blitkins’ First Baby, 
Skinner's Diary, by Hill Nye, an other funny stories, al 
complete; A Buffalo Irunt in South Africa, An Ad- 
venture with a Lion, Capt, Dick's Whale, and seven other com- 
plete stories of etventare; The Magte Telescope, The 













be Magic Mirror, The Pneumatic 
and 67 other Tricks in Magic; 
ctu The Magic Shrub, 
s, The Silver Tree, The Bar- 
tle, The ,and 49 other Amusing Ex- 
The Japan Square Puzzle, 
The . The Cut Curd Puzzle, The 





periments ; 
Headed Puzzh 





Counter Puzzle, The Star Paz Love's Puzzle, and 57 other 
Great Porzles; 20 Amusing Ulustrat Rebuses; 
101 FPunoy Conundrums; Game of Fortune, 
Game of Forfelt, The Book of >, Cupid's Box, Marguerite’s 
Oracle, Game of Letters, and 56 « Splendid Games ; Mare 
vels of Second Sight, The Clairvoyante, 
Writing; 824 Jolly Jokes for fun lovers; How to 
Make Sympathetic Inks (or secret correspondence, Imita- 
tion Gold, Moustache G Royal Washing Powder, Luminous 5 
ot Starch Polis, Grease Extractor, Furnitere Pollan, 
Money Making Secrets: 100 
Cooking Kecipes; Secrets of the 
Become Beautt 255 Selections for 
Ibums; 20 Model Love Letters; 
lines of the band, the 
he white of an ere; The — 
de to Fiirtation; 
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shometric Charming, “<a 
Language of Geme, 150 = 
r ric ce Table, Square; The 
8 Telegraph, The Morse Telegraph Alphabet. ; 
Special Offer: To in ur popular illustrated liter 
ary and family paper, THE [. RATED HOME GUEST, into 
thotands of bomes where it je not already taken, we make the 
followi Special and Extraordinary (fer: Upon reeript of onlg t 
Eighicen Cents (a postage dampe we will send The Tas. 
trated Home Guest for Six Montha, and t each sub 
writer we will alo som’, ree and post-paid, th Big Valae 
Premiam Badget, ceteining eecrything named above, THE | 
ILLUSTRATED HOME GUEST isa e 16-page, 64-column |iiume 
trated Hterary and ‘amily paper, containing Serial and Short | 
Stories by the beet suthors, Sketches, Poeme, Useful Miscellany, 
Household, Homorou®, and Children’s Departments, etc. We want, 
100,000 Hew six month®’ ®ubtcribers at once—that is why we make _ 
this great offer, jemmember, for 18 cents you get the paper six 
Toonths and ping Named above. Five with 
Premium Budget, free © each, will be sent for 72 centa. Perfedt 
ealtefaction tx Or money will be refunded. This advertiae- 
in. Don't miss this chance to mel 
eee THR 
5 ated 1953, New 


ment will now 
great bargain, 


GUEST, P. o: 








THE NUTSHELL STORY CLU 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2.) 


ae is, one who seems to have had a past, a past that 
ae does not care to have referred to. Since I have 
deen associated so closely with you, I have grown 
nterested in you, and unwilling to stand by and see 
vour interests interfered with, even by my employer, 
tnd your uncle.” 

You may imagine that my curiosity was fully 
troused, and taking Mr Allen by the hand I thanked 
1im for his good opinion of me, and assured him, 
hat whatever he might say, would be taken in good 
dart, and my uncle should be none the wiser. 

Thus assured he continued: ‘Whenever you are 
tway,a mancomes to this office, inquires for your 
incle, then asks, if the young man isin, If I answer 
nm the negative, he enters, 1 am dismissed, and he 
tnd your uncle remain closeted together for some 
ime. Last week when you returned unexpectedly 
rom your trip, he came, asked his usual questions, 
snd when I| replied that you had returned that morn- 
ng, he departed hastily, saying his business was not 
m portant and he would call again. That is all. very 
ittle you may think, but it worries me. Why does 
he man avoid you? What is his business with your 
incle? Is it for evil or for good? Idecided to ponder 
‘ver it no longer, but to disclose the fact to you, and 
et you act as you choose about it. I hope I have not 
ffended you, and that you will not think hard of me 
or imagining that your uncle may intend doing you 
» wrong.” 

I assured him to the contrary, and again thanking 

im for his interest, returned to my desk, but my 
houghts were not on my work. At length, jumping 

p, I took my hbat,and saying to Mr. Allen that I 
vould return in about an hour, I walked towards the 
uburbs of the city, to plan my course in the matter, 
or I could not let things remain any longer as they 
rere. My mind was unsettled, and I could not give 
he attention to my business which it deserved while 
rooding over this mystery. I resolved togo tomy 

ncle, and ask for an explanation. 

Having come to this conclusion, I retraced my 
teps, and was about to enter the office, when the 
oor opened and my father appeared. My father! 

hom I thought sixty miles away on the farm he sel- 
om left, and who, to my knowledge had not been in 

— for twenty years. 

Of course I expresset great surprise at meeting 

im, overwhelmed him with questions as to his busi- 

ess in the city, his plans for the day,etc. He told 

1e he was anxious to see my uncle, and would go to 
is residence, as he must leave for home that 
vening. 

“Wait a moment,” said I, “I will speak to Mr. Al- 

n and accompany you.” 

I rushed up the steps and was about to tell Mr. 

llen that I would not be back until the next day, 

hen he said hastily, “Did you meet anyone as you 
tme in?” 

I said, “Yes, I just met my fathe 

iat I should spend the rest of the day with him.” 

“Your father! How strange! That is the man 

ho avoids you. The manI told you of, who 1s con- 

antly with your uncle in your absence!” 

This was indeed a surprise, but I no longer felt any 

-ead of the mystery. If my father was concerned in 

I knew it meant no evil towards me. So it was 
ith a much lighter heart that I rejoined my father, 

id taking his arm, said: “And now tell me what 

‘ings you to the city, and why you did not advise 

e of your coming?” 

“*I would have done so giadly my boy, but am ob- 

zed to see your uncle first, then if he does not ob- 

ct, you shall be told the deg & of your life, for it 

no longer advisable to conceal from you that there 
a mystery, and that my visit to the city is con- 
scted with it.” 

Unconsciously I hastened my steps and awalk ofa 

w minutes brought us tomy uncle’s residence, a 

bstantial looking mansion ina fashionable quar- 

r of the city. Running lightly up the steps I 

hered my father into the library, and turned to 
ek my uncle, when he suddenly appeared before 

i, Saying, “Henry, are you here, and with Alfred? 

ave you told him?’ 

“No, Frank,I promised you to tell him nothing 

ithout your consent. You know how I have begged 

su toright the wrong you have done him, and to 

ll him with your own lips the history of his life. I 

me to-day to make one more appeal, my last, and 
ist that I shall not be disappointed.” 
My uncle sat silent a few moments, gazing before 
n inan abstracted manner. Then rising, he said: 
Tell, Henry, you shall have your wish, my only 
won for this lorgdelay has been solely on your 
count, for my gain will be y@r loss.” 
‘Now, Alfred, for the story.” 
‘I married when very young, agirl who had been 
ised in affluence and knew nothing of a life of com- 
ative poverty. Her parents objecting to the 
atch, we eloped, and, taking my brother Henry 
to our confidence, gained his consent that we 
ould live with him until I should be able to estab- 
sh a home of myowr. As his wife had recently 
ed, he was glad of our companionship, and we were 
utually pleased with the arrangement. 
“For about five years we struggled along together. 
gained very little, for a young lawyer, without 
oney or influence, finds it uphill work to make a 
ving. My wife, always delicate, went into a de- 
ine, and died leaving a little boy three years old. 
was completely disheartened, and, leaving my boy 
ith my brother on the farm, I sailed for Australia, 
stermined to gain a fortune or never to return. 

“After some years of hard work, I was successful, 

id, with a Sompacatively large fortune, returned to 

y home, to find my brother and my boy completely 

rapped up in each other. To part them then, I con- 

dered would be ungrateful after all his kindness to 
3in our youth, so, extracting a promise from him 
tat he would not betray my secret, but let the boy 

ill look apon him as his father, I betook myself to 

re city, established the firm, of which I am the only 

irviving member, and lived a lonely isolated life. 

“When my boy was old enough, Henry wished to 

lace him with me thatI might learn to know and 

yve him, and then totell him the truth about his 

Brentage. I took him willingly, but still hesitated 

bout telling him his history and depriving my 

rether of the boy he had raised and loved as his 
wn. But at his earnest desire I hesitate no longer; 
nd now, Alfred, you know the tiuth. The man you 
ave always looked upon as your father, is in reality, 
our uncle, while lam your father. Iamarich man. 

Il Lhave will be yours; but while we live, Henry 

just be our first thought, for to him we both owe 

Verything.” 


r, and came to say 
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ITTLE Mrs, Lewis was 
angry; dreadfully angry. 

Not that it was sucha 
rare thing for little Mrs. 
Lewis to be angry. She 
was angry often and 
often. But to do little 
Mrs. Lewis justice she 
never got angry at her 
tiny six weeks old baby 
and seldom, very seldom, 
at her gay young bus- 
band of a year and a 
half’s standing. 

Now, however, she 
was really and truly 
angry at the latter and 
allon account of a lie. 
A very simple little lie 
Bob had thought when 
he told it, but when lit- 
€ tle Mrs. Lewis found it 
Wat she called it a “foul, wicked, cruel lie.” 

t this is how it all came about. 
fs of the electric light vlant 
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in B—, and very frequently had to be away at night 
to straighten out “crossed wires,” and “short cir- 
cuits,” and “dynamos,” and “brushes,” and any 
amount of things that little Mrs. Lewis knew noth- 
ing at all about; but it was all right, “Bob knew” and 
“no one else but Bob could fix them,” she would say 
proudly, when certain suspicious friends would ask 
why she had to be left alone so much at night. 

Now Bob was not really a bad fellow, not an out 
and out bad fellow I mean. He was often extrava- 
gant and would forget to come to his meals on time; 
but little Mrs. Lewis did not mind that for she knew 
it was only ‘“Bob’s way.” 


Bob was a great tall good-looking fellow, of six or 
eight and twenty. He worshiped his small black- 
eyed little wife and diminutive baby, but despite all 
that he did enjoy getting out with the boys occasion- 
ally and having what they called “a time,” and that’s 
how the lie happened to be told. 

Bob had sent to New York for a cooking apparatus 
to be run by electricity. He had received it that day 
and had at once taken it over tothe station to be 
tested. It worked like a charm. Bob declared he 
had never eaten such a steak. Then they made it all 
up to have a supper in the back room that night and 
invite half a dozen of the boys over. 

Bob went home that evening somewhat earlier 
than usual and his little wife was congratulating 
herself upon having a nice cozy evening. 

“Why. how early you are, Bob,” she said, giving 
him a kiss and holding baby up for one. 

“Oh, I can’t stay, Nellie,” Bob replied, without a 
blush, pretending to be busy with his suspenders. 
“McFadden’s wife is sick and I'll have to stay at the 
station in his place to-night.” 

Nellie was ready tocry with disappointment and 
Bob had balf a mind to tell her about the whole busi- 
ness; but he knew, from a year and a half’s experi- 
ence, that that would mean nofried chicken and no 
good time with the boys. 

So snatching another kiss he hurried off. 

Next afternoon Nellie took baby and went around 
to sec how Mrs. McFadden was “coming on.” Great 
was her surprise to find that worthy woman busy 
over the wash-tub. 

“Why, Mrs. McFadden I thought you were sick,” 
she exclaimed. 

“Sick is it?” said Mrs. McFadden looking down et 
her strong red arms admiringly. “Indade mum I*m 
far from being sick.” 

“Why, weren’t you sick last night?’ asked Nellie 
cautiously beginning to grow suspicious. 

“No mum,” returned good Mrs. McFadden with a 
broad grin. “I’ve not been sick for wakes, Who's 
been tellin’ ye that lie now?” 

Nellie winced. But she smothered her confusion 
and said bravely, “Oh, I heard you wasn’t well. I 
forget now who told me, but I’m glad it’s a mistake, 
Good-bye Mrs. McFadden,” she concluded anxious to 
get away. 

“Good day to ye mum,” said that worthy lady dry- 
ing her soapy hands on her kitchen apron, 

Nellie was not only angry but miserable. Bob had 
deceived her. Probably he had deceived her dozens 
of times before. Ofcourse he had deceived her be- 
fore, and she had been fool enough to believe every 
thing he had told her. Inall probability that wasa 
lie last week about the machinery being out of fix, 
So the more little Mrs. Lewis thought about it the 
more convinced she became that Bob was a villain of 
the deepest dye, that he had been deceiving her all 
along, and that she was the most abused little woman 
in the world. 

“He ought to be punished,” she thought. ‘I'll Just 
get the baby ready this very evening and go over to 
Aunt Jane’s, and not leave one word about where I 
am; and I'l] stay too,” she concluded, “till he can be- 
have himself.” 

So the cab called for her at 4 P. M. and she took the 
train for Aunt Jane’s. 

That good woman was very glad to see both her 
and the baby, but Nellie resolved tosay nothing to 
her about Bob's awful behavior, 

The first day passed pleasantly enough, though 
something would keep whispering, “Jf Bob does not 
do his duty by you is that any excuse for your not do- 
ing yours by him?" and “No good will come of it, no 
good will come of it.” 

That night was avery restless one for the little 
woman. She made up her mind to go home next 
morning twenty times, I suppose, and changed it just 
as many times. 

The lie did not look half as bad as it did at first. 
She began to think that, after all, probably it was the 
first one he had ever told her. Then too, how kind 
he had always been and how proud of baby. No 
she wouldn't go back; that’s all there was about it. 

Next day she was decidedly miserable and imagined 
all sorts of things. 

Aunt Jane’s sharp eyes saw something amiss, but 
she wisely refrained from asking any questions. 

About 4 o’clock the door bell rang and a messenger 
boy brought the following telegram: “Bob hurt, 
come atonce. McFadden,” 

But Nellie lay in adead faint before she read the 
whole of tt. Aunt Jane was very good, but as soon as 
she came to herself, all little Mrs. Lewis could say 
was, “Home, home, 1 must go to Bob. Poor Bob.” 

The lie was entirely forgotten. Only Bob’s great 
gray eyes looking down at her kindly, lovingly, as 
they had looked so often, were all she could see. How 
many times she had been impatient and fretful. 
“Naggy” she called it to herself now, and how good 
humoredly he had born it. Yes, Bob had been an 
angel and she had been—well, not the other thing 
exactly, but akin to it, Mrs. Nellie finally concluded 
to herself. She was not overa minute and a half 
coming to this conclusion, and then, with pale lips 
and tear-dimmed eyes, she imagined Bob’s pale dead 
face staring up at her reproachfully. 

What did a little lie amount to? If he could only 
be spared ber she would never say a word if he staid 
away from ber every night fora year! 

The train back to B— was due at 5 o'clock, and 
never before, did a woman get ready fora train in s0 
short a time. 

It seemed hours and hours before the conductor 
called out B—. Then she took baby and fairly flew 
off the steps right into Bob’s arms, or arm rather, for 
one of them was inasling and the poor fellow was 
looking dreadfully pale. 

“Oh. Bob, darling, [thought you were dead,’ she 
sobbed, throwing her arms around his neck regard- 








less of lookers on, and almost letting baby fall in her 
excitement, 

She was crying softly against the lapel of Bob's 
gray coat. Bob looked a little bit embarrassed as 
any ordinary young fellow in his place would have 
looked. Buthe bore it manfully. Then he had to 
tell Nellie on the way home all about how he fell 
from the ladder and how the boys were frightened 
and sent for her and— 

“But how did you know where I was?” Nellie inter- 
rupted, innocently; as if Bob would not know enough 
to look for her at Aunt Jane’s the first place. 

“Oh, I found out,” said Bob, smiling down at her, 
“and was on my way to bring you home when some- 
thing got the matter with the line and I was obliged 
to attend to it before train time.” 

“Oh, you dear old thing,” said Nell, giving his arm 
a gentle squeeze—his good arm—‘l’ve been so 
wretched.” 

“And I've been such a brute,” said big Bob, taking 
her in his arms the minute they got inside the door. 

Then Nellie chirped and petted and kept turning 
his hair this way and that over her finger, and Bob 
sat up and bore himself like a martyr, of course, till 
Bridget rang the bell for supper. 

And that’s how it all ended. 





HAPPENINGS. 


Prairie fires near Winnipeg have recently destroyed 
a great deal of property, burned eonsiderable live 
stock and several people. 


The only sub-marine gun in the world has just 
been completed for our government; the English 
navy will soon have another. 


A steamer was foundered in Lake Erie during one 
of the recent severe storms and thirteen people, all 
her crew save three, were drowned. 


Oklahoma wants to become a State. If she suc- 
ceeds during the next year she will have made the 
shortest record of any territory, which would be less 
than four years. 


A recent storm along the Pacific coast caused thou- 
sands of dollars loss to stockmen and farmers near 
Guadalajara, Mexico, swept away whole villages, and 
drowned over 150 persons. 
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During one or the international yacht-races in 
October, the Pall Mall Gazette in London, received 
news of the result just one minute and forty seconds 
after the winning boat—Vigilant—crossed the line. 


The Pacific mail steamer City of New York went 
ashore near the Golden Gate, San Francisco, re- 
cently, and was wrecked, entailing a loss of $500,000. 
The passengers were saved, but first went througha 
panic. 

The largest check ever drawn in Chicago, was made 
out by the Treasurer of the World’s Fair on Chicago 
day, to settle its indebtedness, and was for $1,565,310,- 
76. The attendance at the Fair on that day was over 
700,000, tne largest on record. 


A young woman insisted in going up in a balloon 
near Chicago recently. The balloonist objected, but 
finally allowed her to go. When they were a mile 
high a sudden gust of wind took them and drove the 


balloon into the lake nearly drowning the occupants, H 


A Baltimore woman lied on the witness-stand a 
short time ago and wound up her statement by say- 
ing, “Just as sure as God sits for judgment in glory, 
what I have said is the truth!” No sooner were the 


words uttered than she was struck dumb, tottered | 
i 


and fell. 


A large amount of spurious coin has been in cir- 
culation this fall all over the country. A gang of 
men were recently arrested in Mexico for selling 
counterfeit United States money for the real article, 
but not until aconsiderable amount had been dis- 
posed of. 


A Pennsylvania farmer who had hoarded up $18,000 
and kept it in a bag in his house, was called out by 
two men one evening recently, and commanded to re- 
veal its hiding-place. He refused and was knocked 
down; but after firing two bullets at his housekeeper, 
the robbers fled. He keeps his money in a bank 
now. 


One of the worst railroad accidents of the season 
occurred near Battle Creek, Michigan, in October. 
when one train crashed into another filled with 
World’s Fair excursionists. Twenty-eight persons 
were either killed outright or roasted alive within 
half an hour of the accident. The bodies were 
burned beyond recognition. 


The superstitious found a great deal to talk about 
in connection with one of the terrible wrecks on the 
Michigan Central recently. There were thirteen cars 
ineach section. It was on Friday, the 13th day of 
the month, 13 years after the occurrence of a still 
more fatal accident on the same road, and almost at 
the same spot, and 13 persons were killed. 


‘he assassination o. Carter H. Harrison, Mayor of 
tardly acts of the present day. To gratify a personal 
spite, an office-seeker named Prendergast, went to 
the Mayor's residence and called for him. When he 
app.ared, Prendergast drew a revolver and fired 
three shots. In fifteen minutes Chicago’s mayor was 
dead. 


The World's Fair closed October 30th. The num- 


and there were about half as many free entries. The 
debt of $30.558,849 was paid and about $1,000,000 re- 
mained in the treasury; so that the Fair was -otenly 
the greatest thing of the kind ever seen, aud a pride 
and glory to our nation, but it was a money-making 
mstitution besides. 


Eleven highly respected women in a small 
morals of several young women in a novel way. 
Dressed as ‘White Caps” they decoyed the girls into 
the woods and there proceeded to flog them un- 
mercifully, and were about to apply tar and feathers 
when they were interrupted and stopped. The per- 
petrators of this summary and high-handed justice 
were arrested for assault and battery and several, 
not obtaining bail, were put in jail. 

The new battle-ship, Oregon, is the most powerful 
vessel of the United States navy. Her dimensions 


are as follows: Length over all 348 feet; load water- °| 
line, 320 feet; breadth 69 feet 3 inches; draught 24 


feet; cts plecemen’ 10,298 tons; maximum _horse- 

ower, 9,000. She will have a maximum speed of 4.2 

nots and will carry a crew of 460 men. The cost, 
exclusive of armament, will be $4,000,000. The arma- 
ment consists of four 13-inch, eight 8-inch and four 6- 
inch breechloading rifles; also a secondary battery of 
twenty 6-pounder and six 1-pounder rapid-fire gune 
two gatlings, and also six torpedo tubes—13-inch an 
8-inch guns—mounted in turrets. The Oregon’s 
armor is very heavy. 


A Ruddy Gow 
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is evidence 
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getting proper nourishment. 
When this glow of health is 
absent assimilation is wrong, 
and health is letting down. 


Scott's Emulsion 


taken immediately arrests 
waste, regardless of the 
cause. Consumption must 
yield to treatment that stops 
waste and builds flesh anew. 


Almost as palatable as milk. 
Prepared by Scott & Bowne, N.Y. All druggists. 
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DUST! DUST! 


Gibb’s Patent Dust Protector protects 
the nose and mouth from inhaiations of 
and 
ect 


poisonous dust. Invaluable in mi 

factories. Perfect protection with pe 
ventilation. Nickel plated protector $1.00 
postpaid. Circulars free. Agents wanted. 
‘Gibbs’ Respirator Co., 34 LaSalle St.,Chieago 
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W IF IT AND PAY FREIGHT. 
$10.50 Ruythe Oxford Improved SINGER Sew- 
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Write to-day for ‘our LARGE FREE CATALOGUE. 
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PHOS PHOR-OZO- | 
NIZED AIR cures 
Deafness, Catarrh, 
Buzzing Noises, Foul 
oes Breath, Book with 


testimonials from those who were deaf 5 to 35 
years free. DAVID EVANS, M.D.,74 Boylston St.,Boston. 


HIMROD’S CURE 
FOR ASTHMA 


Catarrh, Hay Fever, Diphtheria, Croup and 


Common Golds. Send fora Free Sample. 
HIMROD MANUF. CO., 191 Fulton St.; New York. 





Chicago on October 28th was one of the most das- | 


ber of paid admissions amounted to over 28,000,000, | 


Nebraska town, undertook recently to correct the | 








| A DIE S—For pleasant, light employment, $15 
| weekly; inclose stamp. Box 589, Rochester, N. Y. 
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MQRPE AND OP] 


Cured Painlessly by Comstock's DENARCU. 

Price 1.25 & $2 Atal) Dru 
‘H.W. COMSTOCK, 

SEND A SLIP OF PAPER the site of your finger an> 

10 cents in Sitver and I will mail you one of these Solid 

Rolled Gold Rings and my Catalogue of Kings, Exiblews, 

Wasches and Novelties for agents to sell. $1.00 an hour 

easily made. Address C.F MARSHALL, Lockport, 5.1. 
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quilt of 500 sq. 
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$1. Agents Wanted, Lemarie’s Silk Mills, Little Ferry, N.J. 
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WILLIAMS, East Hampton, Conn. 


——_—_—__—_—_—— 
cts. with namne, or came, town & state, .6c. Self 
(aking Peo & 
peneil stamp 
Our Pet printing outfit has 110 lettersafigures 


| & mskes any name, only] 20, AGENTS LATEST GOODS. Stamps of all kinds. 
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400 VERSES, GAMES, &c. 20 Pictures 






venir Album, 1 Handkerchief & this 
Paper 3 
CARD G0., Clinton 


VER 20 FULL LENGTH FIGURE STUDIES 


(Specially adapted to Artists’ Use), with 1893 list of 
Uncatalogued Studies sent to any address on receipt of 
10 cts. RUBENS ART STUDIO, Augusta, Maine, U.S.A. 


b. NEEDHAM'S SONS, 
Inter-Ocean Building, 

™ Cor. Madison and Dearborn 
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RED CLOVER BLOSSOMS, 
% And FLUID and SOLID EXTRACTS 
OF THE BLOSSUMS, The BEST 
BLOOD PURIFLER KNOWN, Cures 
Cancer, Catarrh, Sait Rhewm, Eczema, 
Sagem wg 
ache. nstipation, in 
Cough, and all BLOOD DISEASES, 
Send for circular, Mention this paper 
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TO GIRLS, $cc: 
address if you would 


like one of these beau- 
tiful solid id 
free. Your choice wi 
Out paying one cent. 
No. Lis solid gold, set 
with genuine ond. 
pearl. No. 3isasolid gold 
ring beautifully engraved. Will you agree to do 
@ few hours’ work showing our new goods to your 
friends, if we will give yoa your choico of these beau- 
tifulrings? Send crawey as we want Only one gir 
in each neighborhood, We have given away over 


he past two ddress, 
BORN S8T., CHICAGO, ILL. 


| No. 2issolid set with genuin 
ban ron 


rings t ears. Ai 
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Discovery. 


1, By sending a nosta) with your name and address 
2. To Post-office Box 1692, Boston, Massachusetts, 
3. You will learn how to make from $3 to $8 a day 
&. Without neglecting home duties and without capicl, 
&. By handling a wonderfal, new Household Specialty 





6. Which Is badly needed in very nearly every home, 
‘@. And offers pleasant, profitable, permanent positions. 
8. Owners and article have the highest endorsements. 
9. Toget particulars and free samples you must acttoday 
10. All those who have done so have discovered 


The ; 
Chance 


Of a Lifetime. 


FITS CURED 


(From U. 8. Journal of Medicine.) 
Prof. W. H. Peeke, who makes a specialty of Epilepsy, 
has without doubt treated and cured more cases than 
any living Physician; his success is astonishing. We 
| have heard of cases of 20 years’ standing cured by him, 
| He publishes a valuable work on this disease which he 
sends with a large bottle of his absolute cure, free toany 
sufferer who may send their Post Office and Express 
address. We advise anyone wishing a cure to address, 
Prof. W. H. PEEKE, F. D., 4 Cedar St.. New York. 
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and all disorders of the Stomach, 
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URING the year of 18M a great many 
women will doubtless, as in the past, de- 
vote much time tothe hand-mirror. Indeed 
there are numerous members of the fairer 
sex who think’ Cupid is invariably con- 
nected with the arrangement of their back 
fair, or the fit and “hang” of their gowns. It 


really seems as if some women cared more that | 
and themselves be fashionably clad, | 


their famil 
than that 
that their 
shall proclaim them ladies and gentleman. I 
am sure, however, that Comrort readers belong 
mostly tothat sensible class who strikea happy 
medium between the extreme fashions and 
that general disregard for personal appearance 
that marks the “dowdy.” To be well-dressed, 
says a famous writer—is to be inconspicuously 
dressed. One's clothes should be so well fitted 
and neat,and so closely allied to themselves, 
asto be unnoticeable. This may seem rather 
a cruel doctrine to the young girl who desires 
above all things to have her pretty clothes seen 
and admired; but it has long been an accepted 
creed that the most attractive woman in any 
gathering is the one whose clotlies seem so 
much a part of 
berself, so truly 
a setting for her 
rsonal charms 
ansiead of eclips- 


hey are well and healthily fed, or 


ing them, thit 
after one has left 
ber, herself and 


not her clothes 
will be remem- 
bered with pleuas- 
are. And this 
sensible, practi- 
etal fashion is one 
in which sensi- 
ble, practical 
ComForRT mot 
hers, throughout 
the length and 
breadth of the 
land, are en- 
deavoring toedu- 
cate their 
daughters. 

And yet, of 
course ‘everyone >< 
wants to know | 
She latest fash- 
ions, and every 
sensible woman 
will model her 
ewn attire, to a } 
reasonable e X- 
tent, after the | 
Bede a ag 

ariety is the 
spice of life in 
the fashionable 
world quite as 
much as in the 
kitchen. Noone | 
likes to wear the 
same old gown, 
eut in the same 
old way, forever. 
That is,no young 
and attractive 
woman does; 
neither should 
she. It is the 
duty of woman 
to make the most 
of the charms 
with which 
Nature has en- 
dowed her. No 
woman ,has a 
right to go un- 
kempt,to be any- 
thing but neat 
and tidy in ap 
eurance,or to be 

owncast and 
gloomy and de- 
pressing in her 
mental attitude. 
Woman's  busi- 
ness is to-day, 
as much as ever, 
to brighten the 
home, and make’ 
life happier for 
those around her. 
And, as we all 
know, if she can 
make hone a 
| egieverct ee place 

y wearing pretty gowns, it is her duty tudoso, 
so far as she is able. 

Our fine illustration, designed and copy- 
tighted particularly for Comrort, will give 
many hints for our readers by which they may 
well profit. This is pre-eminently a ‘fur-win- 
ter.” Furs are worn everywhere and on every- 
thing. Dresses are edged with fur; childrens’ 
elothes are trimmed with it; and even party 
dresses and light evening gowns have heavy 
bands of fur, with lace, by way of contrast. 


‘The little neck boa, shown at the top of the 
ar BEA is one of the most popular and useful 
ittle things offered in the fur line. It only 


goes around the neck and crosses. At one end 


manners instead of their clothes | 





| 





ts the tail of the animal of whose fur the boa is | 


made, and at the other are the claws and head, 
with open (glass) eyes ond showing its teeth in 
a most ferocious manner. In the more expen- 
sive boas the entire thing is made from the 
akin of the river-sable or mink with head and 
tail and claws left on; butin the cheaper furs 
ef course the fur is cutand sewed to simulate 
the animal. 


These boas are convenient as a | 


warm neck wrap for nearly all times of the. 


year,and as they are comparatively inexpen- | 


sive, they are more generally worn than any 
ether kind. The old-fashioned long boa is 
still worn however, by those who can afford 
them, and there is an unmistakable air of lux- 

about them, wapecinlly when they are made 
of the more expensive furs like bear, angora or 
lynx, that is lacking in the short boa. The lat- 
ter may be bought—of imitation fur, it is true, 
but of very good quality—as low as a dollar and 
ahalf; and prices range, according to quality. 


Comr ORT. 
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from that to twelve dollars. A very good mink 
boa, however, can be purchased at any of the 
leading dry goods houses, for from three to 
five dollars, 


The Tam o’ Shanter cap has always been con- 
sidered a convenient piece of headgear, al- 
though not very dressy. This year, by the 
addition of a singly fancy feather—as in the 
illustration—or by a wing at the side, it takes 
ona jaunty effect that makes it quite present- 
able elsewhere than on the street. The hand- 
knit and crocheted Tam o’ Shanters continue 
to be most popular with school-girls. 

Comrort’s fur capelet is entirely new this 
winter,and has many qualities to recommend 
it. As will be seen, the ends come down in 
front, Suggesting the old pelerines of our 
mothers and grandmothers. This is a very 
sensible return to old customs. The warmth of 
the fur is not so much needed over the arms, as 
across the chest and stomach. The fur cape of 
a year or two ago was apt to “bind the arms, 
and often proved uncomfortable to wear. The 
Comrort Capelet has a high standing collar, 
which protects the throat and even the ears. It 
has a full shoulder-surface, and long, pointed 
tabs infront. Tt may be worn with any coat or 


without ove: and in fact it is being used by 





NEW YEAR FASHIONS. 


many to modernize last year’s jacket. With it 
is carried either a plain muff of the same kind 
of fur, ora fancy one (like the picture) of rib- 
bon and fur. An ingenious woman can make 
such a muff as this either of cloth like her pei 
ket, trimmed with furand ribbon, or of velvet 
or plush. The cloth or velvet cape with full 
shoulder-cape edged with fur is very much 
worn, as predicted earlizrin the season. 


ll swing, that any woman 


who goes out much should have one. And yet 


it is not warm enough to wear in the coldest of | 


weather, a closer fitting garment being then 
necessary. 

The large hat isthe popular hat to-day, not 
only among young women but with many 
whose hair begins to show streaks of gray. 
They are coquettish in shape, turned up at the 
side or back, or both, and trimmed with velvet, 
ribbon, feathers and wings, Very few flowers 
are used this winter as hat-trimmings. A word 
should be said right here, about the wearing of 
fancy feathers, aigrettes and wings. Do you 
know that the wholesale slaughter of innocent 
birds in this and other countries is something 
appalling? And that some of the choicest and 
most beautiful varieties, as well as the sweet 
singing birds, are becoming almost extinct in 


many places where they were formerly the | 


most plenty? And that all this is merely to 
gratify the vanity of selfish and fashionable 
women who imagine themselves much more 
fashionably dressed if decked out with the 
feathers, or perhaps the poor little stuffed 
bodies of those dear little birds? Be very care- 


—=— 





ful, then in selecting your hat trimmings. If 

you must use wings or quills, choose only those 

of such birds as are used for food, or birds of 

rey, and never those of the smaller birds that 

made to brighten his fields and woods, or 

to make life merry with song. And better 
eschew such decorations altogether. 


The central figure in our illustration is an ex- 
ceedingly comfortable looking one. In that 
long, warm, cloth garment, with its shoulder 
cape and long revers of fur, its loose full 
sleeves and warm fur cuffs, this young lady 
looks as though she might ride to the north 
pole with perfect comfort. Her hat, too, is 
most sensible. It is close and warm and one 
which the wildest wind cannot dislodge. Many 
ladies in cold climates have ear-laps added 
which turn up under the hat in ordinary 
weather, but which can be pulled down and 
used as a_ protection in the sharpest zero 
weather. Of course this long garment is most 
advisable for riding long distances in electric 
or cable cars, orin asleigh aftera good horse. 
For walking on the town streets it would be 
found cumbersome and so heavy as to tire the 
wearer unnecessarily. The short velvet and 
astrachan jacket at the side of it is more ad- 
visable for walking purposes. This waist, 
either as itis, or with ashort full gored skirt, 
from five to fifteen inches deep, is exceedingly 
stvlish. This particular one is made of astra- 
| chan fur with heavy velvet revers, cuffs, inside 
collar and waist-band. Any CoMForT reader, 
however, might make it at home, either of 
astrachan cloth, which costs only about two 
dollars a yard and comes fifty-four inches wide, 
orof velvet or plush. Such agarment is ex- 
ceedingly desirable for street or church wear, 
|or for receptions and calls. If the circular 
skirt is desired, a pattern should be procured— 
at any of the regular established pattern 
houses. Please do not send tous for them, as 
we have, as yet, no pattern branch to our es- 
tablishment. 


“Costly thy raiment as the purse can buy” 
was the advice given by one of Shakespeare’s 
characters to another—and very good advice it 
is too; if one only remembers not to ¢o beyond 
what the “purse can buy,” and not be left in 
that condition afterwards best described “as 
though an elephant had stamped on it.” 

It is always a comfort to know that one’s ad- 
vice and effort is appreciated. And I was more 
than gratified tosee on one of the most fash. 
ionable thoroughfares of Boston,in front ofa 
celebrated and exclusive hotel. a voung girl 









dressed exactly like the more sensible sister 
whose plain,com- 








| New Suits for 10 Cents 


“There are Mrs. Brown's boys all out in ney 
suits again. I never saw such a woman! Ti-; 
are the best dressed family in town, and anybey 
would think her extravagant if they didn't kn 
that she did it all 


with Diamond Dyes 


The boys’ clothes are made from her hushbar 

old ones, dyed over, while her own and the gir 

dresses are dyed over, and many of the suits = 
gowns do not cost her over a dime, the price of : 
package of Diamond Dyes.” 

No experience is needed to do good work w= 
Diamond Dyes. They make beautiful colors ts 
are non-fading, and are prepared for all kinds » 
goods. Their three special Black dyes for differ: ; 
goods, make the blackest and fastest color kw => 


§#~ Direction book and 40 samples colored © 
free. Wertuis, RicwArpson & Co., Burlington, \ 
Please mention Comrort when you write, 





BISMARCK’S Puzzle, l0cts. New Jewelry & Nove'tts C 

logue free, F. Jameson, 70 Prince St., Cambridgeport. 
HE Christian Herald, Edited by T. DeWitt Ta. 
52 times a year at $1.50. 100 Bible House, %. ¥.+ 


GENTS, Perfumery etc. on CREDIT. 109, Profi t. Sac: 
& Terins Free. Herbene Co.,Bx2,Station L,New You k > 
TART a business of yourown. 25c. gets 100 te-t ~ 
cipes for extracts,inks,etc. I. Fox,] Beacom St.,I> 


OUNG MEN AND WOMEN, Licht hon. 
employment at home, will pay $20 to $40 per = 











mon sense cos- 
tume was 
in our 


airs ured 
astissue. Among 
a crowd of show- 
ily dressed girls 
this youn 
woman seeme 
a living exposi- 
tion of the 
theory that a 
really well- 
dressed woman is 
& sensibly- 
dressed one. Tt 
seems that there 
are common 
sense girls on 
the fashionable 
boulevards as 
well as in the 
country. 
Nowadays every 
fashionable 
woman belongs 
to at least one 
club. Many of 
them belong to a 
dozen and devote 
most of their 
time to clubs. 
Although Com- 
FORT never advo- 
cates the ultra- 
fashionable, 
where it opposes 
good sense, It has 
started a new 
\eclub which is 
destined to be- 
come popular in 
every State and 
town in the 
Union. Com- 
FORT’s Palmistry 
Club, which be- 
gins the year in 
another part of 
this paper, is 
not a fad; it is 
a study of a most 
fascinating nd 
interesting sub- 
ject. We advise 
every woman to 
find and read 
what our new 
contributor 
“Digitus” has to 
say of the 
science of the 
hiund—an old 
| fashion, as old 
as the world, 
newly revived. 


ODDITIES. 


The railroad 
service of the 
United States gives 
employment to 


about 1,000,000 
people, 
Canada pensions 


its retired school teachers who have taught a re- 
quired length of time. 


the same money in silver weighs 6,929.9 pounds. 
In Chinatwo towels are sewn together, holes are 
cut for the arms's-eye, and the owner has a new coat. 
A baby boy in Ohio two anda half years old, weighs 
64 pounds, wears a six and a half hat and a number 10 


} 3 It is | shoe. 
so convenient to slip on over the big sleeves | 
, that at present have fu 


Mr. Cleveland is the only president who was mar- 
fzied in the White House, or who bad a child born 

there. 

A California chicken thief walked fifty miles re- 
cently, with seven bullet-holes in his body, before he 
was captured, 

A Connecticut 
files, piercers an 
eighth of an ounce. 

Of sixteen large cities San Francisco shows most 
suicides, 1 to 3,784 of Pevataon: Providence, R. L., 
has the fewest, 1 to 72,024. * 

Rubenstein's estimate of the earth’s fertile region, 
in square miles, is 28.269,200; steppe, 13,901,000; 
desert, 4,180,000; polar region, 4,888 800, 

The Victoria railroad bridge over the St. Lawrence 
at Montreal is two miles long, cost over $5,000,000, 
contains 10,500 tons of iron and 3,000,000 cubic feet of 
masonry. fh 
| The largest single shaft of sandstone ever quarried 
| was taken out on the south shore of Lake Superior 
| last spring. It was 110 feet long, 10 feet square at the 
base and tapered to four feet square. 

A Pennsylvania woman discovered the other day 
that her baby had fallen down awell. She aroused 
the neighbors, but rather than risk delay, she slid 
down the windlass herself and rescued the child, 
bringing it up unconscious, but in time to save its 
life. ‘ 


ocket-knife has 30 blades, shears, 
other tools, and weighs only one- 








A million gold dollars weigh 3,685.8 pounds, while | 


write us, MATTOON & CO., OsWwEGo, N.Y 
k BOOK Showing how anyon © 
an som be leautiful, free. Adire-s + 
author, MME. A. RUPPERT, 6 East Mth S8t.. New ¥Y.- 
MENDING MADE EASY With Gum Tis+ 
for repairng all kinds of clothing from the finest silk 1 
buckskin mitten, $3.60 per 100, postpaid $30.00 peer rar 


exp. Sample l0c. G. Chicago Specialty Co. Box 665,C)! 
A EA tiful neck, face and arms. Don't pay ifn, 
send lOc. for sealed package, to make you 
soft and white, or cure pimples, freckles, moth, wer 
&c. Warranted. F. KR. BED, Box 142, Augusta, Mo» 
YOUR FUTURE REVEALED 
Send yourname and address to Box A 


1692, Boston, Mass., for free book, whic! 
telis you how to read your own fort ure. 


A WEEK HOME in a new PLEASANT 8: 
PEOFITABLE. business, No peddling. ES! 


| $5 sex. WESTEBN SUPPLYCoO., &t. Louls, M 


MOUTH ORGAN {.'" usm 
AGCORDEDN 2797, 2, fr Ost of baadorcheatiy 2; 


BANJO GUITAR Music Novelty Co., Dep.d, [re te-eré? 
'"4 GENTS—Salary or Commission. 





















ean be easily made at your oF 





Charts gnarantecd to teach eo toy 
in 10 minutes,Circular, 40 l’es of M 








The grea 
invention of the age. The New Patent (che 

eal Ink Erasing Pencil, Sells on sight. Work ~ 
magic.  Agenis are making from $25.00 to 3174 
ser week. For further particulars write the Mion 
raser Mfg. Co., x 87, La Crosse, V 


For the best Hand Rag 


CARPET = LOO 


and WEAVERS’ NEW 
PAPER in the world,a 
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3029 West M St., Battle Cree 
Mich.,for circular and cop 
AND Send for Catalog 
of Books and helps 
forself-instructio3 
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THE PHONOGRAPHIC INSTIT 
TELEGRAPH Y. 
Learner's manual of complete instruction, with dese 
tion of instruments. Low to put up Telegraph Li 


Electric Bell Batteries, ete, Ty mail Free. 
J. H. BUNNELL & CO., 76 Cortlandt St., New York 


FREE TO EVERY AGENT! 


A wonderful Wirs Pursie sent: abeotutely frees alse 
cataiog of finest agert: rouds ever offered quick 
Ladies goods a saseerecn Mfg Co., Chicago, I 


alec. €, vs 
FOLKS reduced.l5 tos. a mot); 
any one can make 
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ville, Ks., says: “1 lost 50 ibs. and fee! spiez 
x (sealed )2e, Tall & Co.,Box 404 K.8tLouis 
NM EN AND WOMEN Can, obtain pleasane art 
profitable work by a: 
dressing the Contrexeville Mf, Co., Manville, 
for samples, particulars, and secure agency, 
| _ Please mention Comrorr when you write, 
| MUSIC Prov. RICE’S SELF - Txace 
SYstEM. 
the ald of a teacher, Rapid, corter- 
TAUGHT, Established 12 years. Notes, efor’ 
accompaniments, thorough bass laws, 
G. & RICE MUSIC Co., 243 State Street, Curcaca, 
Speed FamilyKnitter 
: Will knit a stocking hee! and toe in 
required in the household fre 
homespun or factory, weol wr oa: 
yarns, The most practica | ken.ter 
Strong, Durable, Simple, Rapid. 
Satisfaction guaranteed or Te por 
Ageuts wanted, For particulars 
sulriress, 
—- J. E. GEARHART, Clearfield, Pa 
/A LOT OF GOOD READING FREE. 
The Sufferen'’s of Nathan Spooner and other io- 


did." No Starving. No Sickness. Particule 
| R. 1., infers. of Normandie Plushes. Send 12 cess 
All can learn music with : 
SELF 
etc. Tex Lessons 10 cests. Circulars free, 
ten minutes, Will kmit everythrs 
on the market, A child can oper 
and sample work, 
tensely funny sketches by José Allen's Wire, 














Bound for Life or a Sin and its Punishment. 4 
very interesting novelette by Amanda Jf, giaés, 
40 Complete Stories by Popular Authors, A 





great collection of love stories, stories of adventure, 

domestic stories, humorous stories, stories of bor- 

der life, sea stories, stories of railroad life. 

10 Thrilling, Detective Stories as follows; Sted- 
owing, The Missing Emeralds, Margaret Lee the Girt 
Detective, An Amateur Detectire, Vidocg, Among the 
Counterfeiters, The Quaker Detective, Silas Gringrins 
Trap, A Parisian Mystery, A Narrow Escape. 

This whole lot of splendid reading matter given 
free to all who send ten cents in silver for Hours iT 
Home three months,a large 16-page story paper. Full 
satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded. Address 
HOURS AT HOME, 235 Broadway, New York. 


(COMFORT. 
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ConpucTeD By FLorence H. WYNNE. 


Copyright, 1894, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 


AVERAGE housekeeper 
regards the idea of made- 
over dishes as just as dis- 
agreeable, as the ordinary 
small boy does the idea of 
made-over trousers from 
his father’s. And yet a 
good housewife knows, or 
ought to, that made-over 
ishes are often better 
than new ones, 

In some other coun- 
tries, people live, not 
only much more 
é@conomically, but far 
better than the 
ayerage family 
in America. 
And this is not 
wholly because 

=they buy rich, 
fia] juicy meéats, on 
é he theory that 

the best is al- 
ways the 
che ipest inthe 
lon; run; but 
because over 
tuere the aver- 
age house- 
keeper saves every scrap of food, even to crusts 
and bones, knowing that they will help to 
make up many a savory dish afterwards. Most 
women know they can often make over adress 
so that it will be prettierand more attractive 
than when it was new. But most women do 
not know that they can make over a roast of 
beef, or a leg of mutton, so that it will be much 
more gratifying tothe taste than when it ap- 
peared on the table, hot and juicy, fresh from 
the oven. 

An English housewife, like a French cook, 
saves everything, Cold baked beans can be 
made into a delicious soup, by boiling them to 
shreds in « little water and adding pepper, salt 
and tiny squares of salt pork. Turkey or 
chicken bones, even if you think they are 
picked clean,can be made up into delicious 
soups. : 

Cold vegetables may be utilized in the same 
Way; in fact, there are a hundred ways by 
which appetizing and wholesome dishes might 
be offered the home circle; and this gives a 
much greater variety of living. During the 
cold winter weather, too many families are 
treated toa big roast on Sunday and then ent 
eold meat the rest of the week, with no at- 
tempt at a variety, Comronrt’s kitchen motto 
is to the effect that a happy family is a well-fed 
family, and that does not necessarily mean 
that it is expensively fed. 

Take bread, for instance. Beyond making 
toast or a bread-pudding, and that, too often, 
after a most unpalatable fashion, the average 





































housekeeper has no idea what todo with stale 
pieces. t should not be made of bread 
that is very dry—as no amount of wetting or 
disguising in butter ur cream, can make it taste 


really fresh aud nice. And let us note right 
here, that when bread is once mouldy, the only 

visable thing to do with it is to throw it 
away, TI have visited in places where every- 


thing else about the table was dainty and nice, 
and yet the morning toast, browned and but- 
te to a tempting degree, was made of 


mouldy bread; aud of course it was ag ap im- 
possible to swallow it. The wise way is never 
to let bread get into that condition. 
The bread jar should be carefully watched, 
and should be thoroughly scalded and dried 
before receiving each) fresh lot of bread. Then. 
after every batch, all the left-over pieces 
should be disposed of. Any pieces of bread or 
toast that are left over at tanle should be put 
in the oven until they area pale brown and 
crisp and then crushed with a rolling pin 
quite fine. Or they may be cut in half-inch 
squares and treated in the same way when they 
will be “croutons,” and ay be used in soups. 
The browned crumbs are especially wseful for 
dishes that require browning,or anything to be 
fried in ege and crumbs. These will keep any 
length of time if pet ina jarorinadry place, 
-and they are excellent eaten with milk, Chil- 
dren especially, are very fond of these crumbs 
in milk and this is a healthy dish to give them 
between meals, when so muny children tease 
for something to eat. For it is not well, when 
hey are hungry,to refuse them, unless it is 
pretty near meal-time. Children’s digestive 
organs work faster than old peoples’; and when 
hey demand something to eat. in the middle of 
«be forenoon or afternoon, it is because Nature 
is behind them clamoring for food. Instead of 
civing them rich pies and cakes, at such times, 
just try browned bread-crumbs and milk. 
Another good way to prepare crumbs for 
sealloped dishes,is to put a colander into o 
bow! or dish, and break stule crumbs of bread 
into small pieces; rub them with the hands 
and then through the colander. This is 
uicker than grating nnd makes the crunibs 
fine and free from lumps. 


If you want an economical and 








wholesome 


pudding, you can make anew kind by soaking | 


about one quart of the crumbs in cold water. 
When quite soft, squeeze dry and mash with 1 
wooden spoon. Add one cup of flour, one-half 
rate chopped suet, one-half cup currants, one- 
half 


grated pa | and ginger and two beaten eggs, 
with sufficient milk to moisten. Bake in moii- 
erate oven about one hour, and serve either 
with butter,or with the cream-suuce given in 
ComPORT's Ohristmas number. 






cup raisins, one-half cup sugar, a little | 





HOLD HINTS 





Let us serve our oysters first. 

Do you know how to cook oysters on skew- 
ers? Probably not, since this is one of the 
dishes we have experimented with, and flatter 
ourselves is presented now to the public for the 
first time. Ic isadish that is very easily pre- 
pured, and ought to be vere popular. Skewers, 
you remember, were described in the last num- 
er also, and As they can be made at home, 
every housewife should be provided with 
them. Our grandmothers, in the days of 
kitchen fireplaces, found them indispensable. 

For skewered oysters, first see that your 
skewers are clean, Then to each oyster allow a 
piece of bacon cut into asmall and very thin 
square. String on the skewer, oysters and 
bacon alternately, running theskewers through 
the hard part of the oysters only. Place skew- 
ers, each end on the opposite sides of a baking 








Before we go on with some other kinds of! 


pudding that are original with us, let us con- 
sider some warmed over meat-dishes, Since 
the dinner begins with meat and ends with 
pudding, that would seem the natural way. 
wouldn't it? 


dish, which should be deep enough to allow 
the oysters to many without touching the bot- 
tom. Bake in a hot oven for ten minutes, 
Place the skewers on toast and pour over them 
the juice which has run into the dish. Serve at 
once, 

Do you see this seallop-shell? and do you 
know that they are yery much used to serve 
tish or oysters on? The food to be served 
should be arranged on them before cooking, 
and nicely browned in the oven. Then the 
shells, on plates, are placed before each mem- 
ber of the household, who find this novel dish 
both wholesome and hot. Anyone living near 
the coasts where seallop-shells are found may 
easily supply themselves, und all others can 
get them by sending to any of the large kiteh- 
en-furnishing houses. 

As soup comés next on the bill of fare, let us 
try an original and most appetizing soup. If 
the cold meats and poultry have been used in 
other ways, there will remain the bones which, 
boiled together, make excellent soup. Put ail 
the bones with a small piece of carrot, turnip, 
onion and celery, asprig of parsley if you have 
it, a few spices and a small bunch of herbs into 
astew pan, and cover with water. Boi] gently 
three or four bours, Season with salt and pep- 
per totaste. Thicken with a little corn-starch 
if desired. This :oupis improved by adding a 
small quantity of Worcestershire sauce, Take 
the pieces of fat and onion that have been 
strained from curry sauce,and put in also; it 
will add to the flavor and nothing will be 
wasted. 

Turkey, chicken, rabbit or game, warmed in 
| white sauce is very much liked, prepared in 
this way:—Melt one tablespoonful of butter in 
asaucepan. When boiling stir in one table- 





SCALLOP-SIIKELLS, 


spoonful flour, one-fourth teaspoonful galt, 
one-fourth teaspoonful pepper, and add gradu- 
ally one cup milk ormilk and water, heated. 
Stir quickly until well mixed, and boil one 
minute. Take one pint of chopped meat and 
one small onion (whole) and stir into the sanoe. 
Place on the back of the stove about fifteen 
minutes to thoroughly heat it Remove the 
onion before serving, 


CURRIED MEATS. 

For those who like curry,a simple way to pre- 
pareadish is tocutall the fat and skin from 
meat or poultry and fry with a small onion ten 
Minutes, stirring frequently. Mix one heaping 
tablespoonful of flour, one even tablespoonful 
of curry powder, or less if youdo not like it 
strong, dud one teaspoonful salt and stir into 
the fat and onion, Then take the frying pan 
fromthe fireand add two cups of cold water 
or better still, gravy or stocks gut back and 
boil two or three minutes. This quantity of 
siuce is sufficient for three cups of meat which 
should be cut in small pieces and putinto a 
stevpan, with the sauce strained over and 
boiled five minutes. Boil halfacup of rice and 
pile it around the edge of dish, leaving a nest 
in the middle, and pour the curry in the centre, 
Ifthere should not be much fat onthe meat, 
use iwo tiblespoonfuls butterto fry with the 
fat und onion. ‘ 

Mincrp Mar. 

An English method of preparing left-over 
meat isto put intoastewpan mutton or beef 
hones, With an ovion.twoor three whole pep- 
pers, cloves and allspice. Cover the w oe 
with water and stew fortwo hours. Then take 
out the bones and thickem the liquid slightly 
with flour and brown with a little Treva sugar, 
Season with salt and pepper to taste. Mince 
your cold meat and strain over it the gravy. 
Situmer this mixture for a few minutes and 
serve garnished with dry toast cut in small tri- 
angular pieces, 


SCALLOPED Mutton, 
Another method of warming over cold mutton 


}is to put in a baking dish a layer of bread 


crumbs, then a layer of mutton cut into thin 
slices, then cold boiled macaroni eut in small 
ieces. Over this pour some Vy; repeat 
his process till the dish is full. Cover the 
whole with athick layer of crumbs moistened 


_ vith one-fourth cup melted butter. Season 








each layer with salt and pepper. Bake until 
nicely browned. Tomato sauce may be used 
instead of gravy. 

Another original dish which we are able to 
present to our readers this month is known as 

Corrace Pir, 

A nice dish may be made with left-over meat 
and vegetables in this way. Put ina baking 
dish a layer of cold cooked beef or mutton, cut 
into smull pieces, then one of carrots, turnips 
and onions (cooked, of course), wilh ® little 
chopped parsley. Then add another layer of 
meatand another of vegetables. Season with 
saltand pepper. Pour over this stock or gravy 
and cover the whole with mashed potatoes. 
Bake until the potutoes are nicely browned. 

Now a word about these “paper 
collars" before passing Gn to 
puddings. It is no longer nec- 
essary Lo buy expensive fancy 
pudding dishes, in order to set 

a neat and attractive table. 

PUDDING-COL~ These collars ire made of white 
LAR CLOSED. paperand come folded as seen 
in the lower part of the cut. 

They will stretch to fit any baking-dish and en- 
tirely conceal it from view, and as they are ex- 
ceeedingly pretty in themselves and cost but a 
trifle (at any large crockery estublishment), 
every housewife may have one. The following 











PUDDING-COLLAR, 
| 
pudding which is entirely original also with 
us, and which is so simple and so healthful 
that every woman should add it to her list of 
eusily made and dainty desserts, needs nocol- | 
lar,as it is best served ona platter or large | 
deep dish. The dish is known as 


Ricep PEACHES. 

Boil one-half cup of rice, with a little salt, 
and atablespoonful or so, of sugar, for twenty 
minutes. While it is boiling, take us eae! | 
cloths, (unbleached cotton is the best, although 
any strong cloth will do,) as you have pwd dae 
to dinner, with one or two extra if you desire. 
Wring them out of hot water. Lay them over a 
small bowl. Spread the rice over the cloth 
about one-third of an inch 
thick. Then take twice as 
many halves of canned 
peecnes as you have cloths 
say one in the centre of 
each cloth and fill the eavity 
atthe core with rice and a 
bit of lemon peel or stick 
cinnamon. Fit the other 
half of the peach over it, and 
draw the cloth up close 
around to form @ ball, cov- 
ering the peaches smoothly 
with the rice. If peachesare 
not convenient, use canned 
apricots, plums or any small 
fruitin the same way, first removing the stones 
in whole fruits, Small apples pared and cored 
are delicious used inthis way. After the cloth | 
is drawn tightly over the riced-fruit, tie it very 
securely uround the top, as the cut shows. | 
Then steam half an hour, (longer if apples are 
used). Take the cloths off with care and sur- 
round the ballson adish with either boiled 
custard, whipped cream or apple sauce. 








IN THE PUDDING 
CLOTH. 














RICED PEACHES, 


Another delicious pudding is made by put- 
ting a layer of marmalade, (which is not so 
much used by Americans as it should be,) ina 
baking dish, then a layer of thin slices of bread 
and butter, then more marmalade and bread 
and butter until the dish is three parts full. 
Pour over this a custard made with two eggs, 
two cups milk and one-fourth cup sugar. Grate 
alittle nutmeg on top and bake until the cus- 
tard is firm. Serve hot. 


Strate Cake PUDDING. 

Break one pint stale cake intosmall pieces 
and pour over it one cup scalded milk and let 
it soak. Then add a custard made with two 
eggs, one cup of milk, one-fourth cup of sugar 
and a Jittle nutmeg. Flavor to taste. Grate 
nutmeg on the top and bake in a moderate 
oven. Serve with jelly. 

With this list of new, original and economi- 
cal dishes, there is no excuse for stale monot- 
ony, or for poor living. Is there? 

And now, after this long cooking lesson, you 
need a rest; and whilejou are sitting in your 
kitchen rocker just turn to our new depart- 
ment. “ComPport’s Palmistry Club,” where you 
will find something unigue and interesting; 
something you cannot find duplicated any- 
where else in America, 
a 
A Wonderful Discovery—Catarrh and Con- 

sumption Cured. | 

There isgood news for our reade-s who are 
victims of Lung Diseases, Cutarrh, Brouchitis 
and Consumption, in the wonderful sures made 
by the new treatment known in Europe as the 
Andral-Broca Discovery. Write to the New 
Medical Advance, 67 East 6th Street. Cincinnati, | 
Ohio, and they will send you this new treatment 
free for trial. State age and all particulars of 
| your disease. 


WALT. 

















ING Quickly Jearned ot home by Shobe’s | 
Waltz Chart. Price 50 cts, Write for par- 
SHOBE CHART CO.,, 197 Kinzie St., Chicago, 


| ticulars, od 
ARE EASILY PICKED UP 


OoDD $’s SELLING THE 
Imperial Geared Mop. 


It's a boon to agents, a blessing to housewives. 
Circular free, Lmperial Mfg. Co., Cleveland,O. 


. ithout ¢ 
Cuts a Circle. No Good Kitehen reg —Mel ar ae 


Calter. They scllatsight. AGENTS WANTED 
Samples of round and square mailed for 25 cta, 
Bidway Mfg. Co., 32-40 8, Jefferson St., Chicagu. 


Tend ofthis Chopping 
AGENTS! ite, FREE see poli 


also other new fast #elling articies just out 
ee scliers. Big pay. Write at once.o postal will do, 
The Runde!l Mfy.,Horseheads,N.Y, or Joliet, I. 
























IF YOUR HUSBAND FINDS FAULT 


your cooking, send us ten two-cent stuinps for 
200k Book and make him happy. 
GOODNOW & CO, ox 1687, Boston, Masa 


COFFEES, SPICES & EXTRACTS 


direct from Importers to 
Consun bor 18 years We have beer 
offerme uma to Clobs and large 
buyers of Dinner, Tea and Toilet 
Seta. Silver Ware, Table Linen, 
Lace Curtaina, ete., a// of our own 
tniportation, aml bought fer Cash direct 
~ trem toanuiacturers, Our folly ifns- 
trated 150-page (italogne will interest, and we will be 
Pleased to mal! YOU one upon receipt of your address, 


LONDON TEA CO., 195 Congress St., Boston. 


DELICATE CAKE. 
tT i= Easily removed without break 


with 


Miss Varloa's new C 
ke 


Is. 

















no vreasing. Wesend 2 layer 
thus by mall for sects ord for 45 
cts, Write for C lurs to 

Agents Wanted. RICHARDSON MFG. CO.,C St. .Buth,N_Y. 


GOLD - SILVER - NICKEL PLATIN 


A trade easily leary costs little to start. | will fur- 
Wish outiite and give work In purt payment. Circulars 
tree F. LOWEY, 191 Dnuflield M., Kirooklyn, N.Y. 


AGENTS =a 
WAN Male and Female, to s«|1 our new 
ne ANTED: Ms Slaw Cutter.” Entirely wew; 
sells toevery housekeeper. Also our bread ang 
and paring knife, carver, kettle ¢ an 
knife sharpener. Ont oo 
Catalogues 6 cts. Easy 
ilers. big profits. 


hear Co. 
Clauss Pint 0, and TORONTO, ONTs 


Pinless Clothes Line 


SALESMEN to handle our celebrated Pinless 
Clothes Lines, the only line ever invented that will hold 
clothes without pins; the harder the wind blows the firms 
pr the clothes are held on the line. Also our famous Fou 
balu Ink Eraser, the only eraser in existence that will 
deface the paper; it works like a fountain pen, erases inl 
knd other stoina instantly, These articles are a perfect 

necess, Agents wenn exclusive Kiet i must secure 
iat once. On Tecetnt of S0c.will mail gample of either, or 
jample of both for £1, with price lists and terms, Pinless 
Clothes Line Co,, No. 121 Hermon St, Worcester, Mass, 


ing. Perfection Tina reqaire 




























Beeman’s Pepsin Gum 

CAUTION.—See that the name 
Beeman is on each wrapper. 

The Perfection of Chewing 
Gum and a Delicious Kemedy 
tor Endigestion. Each tablet con- 
3, tains one grain Beeman's pure pepsin. 

Send G cents for sample package. 
THE BEEMAN CHEMICAL CO. 

17. Lake St., Cleveland, 0. 
Originators of Pepsin Chewing Gum. 
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© A dolice saved ts a dollar earned.” 
This Ladies’ Solid French Don- 
la Kid Button Boot delivered 
anywhere in the U.S.,on receijit of Cas! 
money Order, or Postal Note, for a1 

Equ is every way ths boots sold in al) retail) 

stores for § 

We make this boot ourselves, therefore we 
uarantes the fit, style and wear, if 
any one is not eatistied we will refund 

he money or eend another pair. 
‘oe or Common Sense, 

EE, sizes 1 to 8, 

cs. Send your 
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DEXTER SHOE Co, sua'¥28.00P45% 0 yams 
General ur local Agents. $75 
The 


Ladies or gents. 
for a family inone migate. 
Washes, rinses and dries them 
Without wetting the bands. You 
push the button, the machine docs 
the rest. Bright, polished dishes, 
god cheerful wives. No scakied 
Sngers,nosolled handsor clothing. 
‘0 broken dishes, no muss. Cheap, 
durable, warranted. Circularefree 


W. P. HAHEISON & OO,, Clerk No. 12, Columbus, 0. 
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OXY had lived with 

the Fosters ever since 

she could remember. 

Now she was eight 
ears old, but small 
or her age 

It was Roxy here, and 
Roxy there, until the 
poor child grew so 
_ weary and discouraged 
that nothing seemed 
left but to relieve her 
over-wrought feelings 
in a flood of tears. 
And then Mrs. Foster would remind her that if 
she hadn't taken pity on her, and brought ber 
home from the poor-house, she would be there 
at the present time. Roxy often wondered if 
the poor-house could be much worse than the 
place she now called home. 

Poor little Roxy! She had but one friend on 
the whole Foster farm, and that was “Shag,” 
the curly little black dog, who, being no favorite 
himself, felt for the lonely child. The two 
waifs were united ina bond of sympathy and 

ity foreach other. And so Roxy had one firm 
riend who loved her most faithfully, and who 
in return received all the aftection of her 
starved little heart. ‘ 

Ido not think there is, in all the world, any- 
thing so touching and pitiful asa little child's 
love—I mean a child who has never received 
much affection, and who has been taught to 
hide its emotions. 

Roxy had learned to read a little, having at- 
tended the district school several months dur- 
ing the two winters after she was six years old. 
But Mrs. Foster thought it a waste of time to 
let her go in the summer time, and said that 
the girl would have to work fora living, and 
would be better off without any cranky notions 
about education. So poor little Roxy had to 
drudge through the long summerdays When 
other children were running about, and grow- 
ing strong, her thin, stooping shoulders were 
bearing burdens that would have been heavy 
for much stronger ones. 

About a month before “Children’s Day,” 
Roxy read in her slow, uncertain way,a long 
article about its i pigecon! es Ary | exercises, its 
floral decoration, its music and birds, its happy 
children who were to take part, and for whom 
it was especially observed and celebrated. 

And then the lonely child began to wonder 
why she could have no such days—no flowers, 
no music or pleasure of any kind. 

The brown, tangled head rested upon Shag's, 
tears rolled down the sad little face, and the 
thin, undeveloped form trembled with the great 
sobs that came straight from the grieving heart 
of this child who had known so little of joy or 
happiness. 

hag kissed ag ig tears in his doggish 
way, and did his st to cheer up his only 
friend's sorrowful spirits. 

At last a happy thought struck Roxy. Why 
could not she and Shag go to the city and find 
Children’s Day? Why had she not thought of 
that before? Children’s Day must be for all 
children—why not for her? 

So Roxy planned and dreamed about the day 
when she would start to find Children’s Day. 
Not a word did she say to the Fosters, for she 
well knew that would mean death to all her 

lans, but she whispered her precious secret to 
aaa charging him over and over not to men- 

nm it. 

She kept the piece of paper with the date of 
the auspicious day upon it, and lived in a 
happy dream of anticipation from that time. 
The day of all days dawned clear and full of 
suushine. Long before any of the Foster fam- 
ily were awake, Roxy stole quietly out of the 
house, with Shag close at her heels, her little 
bare feet brushing the dew from the grass, her 
limp pink sunbonnet falling over jer face, and 
her patched calico dress fluttering in the gentle 
eee that blew so sweet and fresh against her 
face. 

On she trud 








d, never once thinking of turn- 


ing back, or with the least regret for those she 
had left behind. Had she not all that cared for 
orloved her following close by her side? As 








she was passing one house, a large dog ran out 
tothe road barking furiously, and Roxy was 
frightened terribly, but aside from ‘being 
thrown down in the thick dust of the road she 
was not hurt. Shag, being a little frightened too, 
ran between her feet, throwing her down; but 
when he saw that something unpleasant had 
befallen his beloved mistress he fell upon the 
cause of all their trouble and reduced fim toa 
state of apparently abject fear. 

And now athought came to Roxy that gave 
her pleasure as well as anxiety. The piece of 
paper she had treasured so carefully said that 
each child must id flowers, if only a few, 
but where would she find them? Of course, if 
Children’s Day was for her, she must take some 
kind of flowers, or else they might not let her 
and Shag in. So she turned intoa strip of 
woodland lying along one side of the road, and 
found handful after handful of sweet wood- 
violets, looking up at her with their dear, 
fragrant faces. 


The birds sang,as they hopped and flitted 
from limb to limb. It was so cool and restful 
within the shadows that Roxy and Shag rested 
along time before they started on again, and, 
when they turned once more into the road, 
Roxy’s pink sunbonnet was full to overflowing 
with Sweet wood-violets. 


How tired these two foot-sore travelers were 
before the spires of the city greeted their tired 
eyes! Poor little Shag limped painfully but 
bravely along,and Roxy could scarcely ‘move 
one little red, blistered foot after the other. 


At last, the streets are before them. More 
than one curious gaze of the passers-by are 
turned in their direction. Shag ane along, 
his tongue ppl iy, eh anting and thirsty; 
Roxy walks siowly behind, sunbonnet in hand 
filled with violets, her tangled hair falling 
about her face, little rivulets down each cheek 
made by gears and dust, the faded calico dress 
hanging limply upon the thin, childish form, 
the swollen, blistered feet, bare and red; all 
telliug of an uncared-for child,a lonely, un- 








|} her mother, “but I'll do somethin’. 








*CHIL-| loved creature, yet, none the less “one of His 


little ones.” 

Upthe long street the strange looking pair 
make their way, eagerly watching for the place 
where she could find Children’s Day. Finally 
they paused in front of achurch to rest, At 
that moment the sweet tones of an organ 
floated out to them, and achorus of children's 
voices rang upward like bird-songs. 

Roxy was all excitement and glad expecta- 
tion now. Her little body quivered with joy 
and happiness. 

“Oh Bhag, we've found it! we’ve found it! 
Come on, poor Shag, now your foot won’t hurt 
|} you any more. We'll have such a nice time, 
Shag. Just hear the music; and I can most 
smell the posies that the paper told about, 
can’t you, Shag?” 

Quickly the child, followed by the faithful 
| Shag, hurried into the vestibule of the church, 
and on up the aisle, never stopping a moment 
| until the altar was reached. ‘tien, pausing in 
front of the kindly-faced minister, Roxy held 
out herold pink sunbonnet,in her eagerness 
to bestow her offering, spilling her sweet blos- 
soms, 

Her voice rang through the church clearly 
and distinctly: 

“Please take my flowers, won't you? I've 
come so far, Shag and me, and we're tired and 
hungry; but we've found Children’s Day, and 
you’ll let us stay, won't 7a I brought the 

osies—all the ones I could find, Shag and me.” 

ut here she began to realize that the great 
church was full of strange faces, and that they 
were all looking at her. But there was not a 
smile; not even among the children. 

It was so pathetic, so touching, that it ap- 

ealed to every heart, young and old. The now 

| frightened, bashful child was not the only one 
| sobbing in that large assembly. 
Roxy did not stand alone but a moment. A 
woman with a face shining with purity and 
nobleness, took her by the hand and seating 
her in her own pew, wiped the dirty tear- 
stained‘face with her own fine, soft handker- 
chief, talking to her and soothing her as poor 
little Roxy had never been talked to before. 

And that was not all. The ministerdrew such 
a lesson and talked to the children so beauti- 
fully about the incident that had just trans- 
hg that those who heard it, never forgot. 

he impress of that ragged child’s earnest 
faith, her rea bbe to reach something bright 
and sweet in life, will live with them while life 
lasts. 

What became of Roxy? After careful in- 
quiry and proper action, the sweet-faced lady 
adopted her. Andas Roxy did not think she 
could live without “Shag,” her only friend in 
the lonely time, before she found “Children’s 
Day,” he lived to a fat old age with his old and 
his new mistresses. 
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EVI." No answer. 
“Levi,” ina louder tone. 
Still no answer. “Levi 
Potter, are you deaf, or 
what ails ye?” 

“Well, well, what do 
you want now? Seems 
as ifa man never could 
gita miunit’s peace in 
this house,” and Far- 
mer Potter closed the 
almanac he was reading 
and hung it on its nail 
in the kitcher. 

“What ye goin'to do 
agro hE continued his 
wife, in no wise daunt- 
ed by the impatient 














tone of her lord. 

“T dunno, why?" 

“Can't ye take the ox team and go up in the 
wood lot pre down the wood for summer, 
while the sled’ll run?” 

“I never see anybody in sich a twitter about 
wood as you be,” answered the farmer. ‘Fust 
thing in March you begin about that wood, an’ 
you keep it up; wood-pile, wood-pile, wood- 
pile, till I'm sick o' hearin’ it. There's time 
eaeueh I'll git wood for ye as soon as I git 
round to it.” 

“Yes,” said his wife, stopping in her work of 
kneading an immense mass of dough, “that's 
jest what you say every time, an’ you allers put 
off, an’ put off, till the spring plantin’ comes 
on, and then when the wood gives out,-you say 
there can’t nobody leave to waiton wimmen 
folks, an’ I have to rake and scrape round the 

ard, till there ain’t a twig left. ain’t goin’ 
be so tormented another year, now you see.” 

“Well, doshet up, an’ to-morrow rit o after 
wood. Ican’t go to-day. ’cause—well, I've got 
| somethin’ else to do," and so saying the farmer 
slammed the door as he went out muttering, 
“Wimmen are allers growlin’ about somethin'.” 

“What ye goin’to do, ma?” asked Hannah, 
the oldest of the flock of children who crowded 
the Potter farm-house. 

“T hain't jest madeu 


my mind yit,” answered 
I ain’t 
goin’ to be so bothered this year without sayin’ 
or doin’ somethin’ to larn yer pa a lesson; 

‘ou’ll see. Come now, it's time for you to git 

school, so don’t stan’ round any longer.” 

The nextday proved avery stormy one, and 
the next was Sunday, and so Farmer Levi put 
off getting wood from day to day, till spring set 
in, and only one or two small loads of tire wood 
had been drawn from the wood lot, about two 
miles from the house. 

Every body.was busy with the thousand and 
one setae ie that come to the New England 
farmer, and no one could be spares to go for 
wood. (All this happened inthe days of fire- 
places, when wood was the universal fuel, and 
a coal stove an undreamed of luxury.) 

So matters went on through the bright spring 
days, till “haying time” came. 

ne bright summer morning, Mrs. Potter ex- 
claimed, ‘‘Was there ever a woman so pestered 
asIbe. Here your father's got about a dozen 
men helpin’ him in the hay fields, an’ they'll 
be as hungry asa lotof bears by noon, an’ not 
a stick o’ wood can T find except three big logs 
that 'twould take Goliath to split with that axe 








of our'n.” 
“Shall I run an’ tell pa?” asked Hannah. 
“Yes, tell him to come right up and split 
some, Or—no you heedn't. I said I’d larn him 
a lesson some day, an’ this'll be as good a time 
asany to do it,I guess. He’ll be mad for a 
while I s’pose, but i don’t care if he is. I ain’t 
goin’ to be wore out chasin’ after wood any lon- 
ger” said “Ma,” nodding her head emphati- | 
a . 
“You go down to the pork barrel, Hanner, an’ 
take out a good big chunk an’ bring it up an’ 
put it in the dinne 
sass ready.” 











PLAYS 


w 


r pot, while I git the garden| 





“Don’t see how you're goin’ to cook pork an’ 
stuff without a fire,” remarked Hannah, as she 
started for the cellar, 

“Never you mind that,” replid her mother, 
‘Jest do as I tell ye, an’ ask io queatingas® : 

Hannah's curiosity was by no means satis- 
fled by this answer, but, in those days. children 
were accustomed to instant obedience, and she 
was obliged to be silent and await further de- 


‘ComFort. 











velopments. When she returned with a goodly 

piece of salt pork, her mother had the big din- 

ner pot all ready to put it into, and when it was 

washed and put in, with the proper quantity of 

water, Mrs. Potter took the pot, pork, water’ 
and ail, and going out to the empty space 

where the wood-pile should have been, hung 

the pot over one of the big logs, where the sun 

would shine upon it in full strength. and re- 

turned to the house. 

At the proper time the various vegetables 
were added, as if the pot hung over a good 
blazing fire, the table was set as usual,and Mrs. 
Potter awaited the coming of her lord with his 
troop of haymakers. 

Farmer Potter's eyes opened wider than they 
had done for many a day, when he saw the fire- 
place yawning black and cold, instead of being 
filled as usual with the blazing logs. - 

“What on airth,” exclaimed he, ‘ain't dinner 
done yit? I'm ‘bout starved an’ so are the rest 
of the boys.” 

“Well,” answered his wife, calmly, “I don’t 
know whether ’tis or not, but I'll go out an’ 
see,’ and out the doorshe went, carrying the 
big meat fork, with which she was wont to try 
the meat, in her hand like some weapon of war- 
fare. 

Such ashout as the men set up, when after 
gravely proceeding to lift the cover off the pot, 
hanging out in the sun, and trying its contents 
with the big fork, she returned, saying, “No, 
Levi, *tain’t done yit.” 

Then, as he looked out of the open kitchen 
door, the meaning of the scene dawned upon 
him, and he said wrathfully, “Mighty cunning 
ain’t ye? "Tain’t much of a joke, '’cordin' to my 
way o’ thinkin’, though. Guess if you'd been | 
to work as hard as we hey, ye wouldn't feel 
quite so much like foolin’.”’ 

“Now look here, Levi Potter,” said Mrs. Pot- 
ter, setting her arms akimbo, and looking him 
squarely in the face, “I’d like to know how you 
s’posed I was goin’ to cook dinner without any 
wood, unless the sun will do it. I’ve talked, 
an’ talked, an’ talked wood, all to no a ge 
till I've got sick of it,an’ I thought I'd try 
somethin’ besides talk thistime.” 

“She’s got the best of ye, Levi," said one of 
the haymakers, as soon as he could stop laugh- 
ing, “'n ye better give up an’ accept the sittiwa- 
tion graceful.” 

Afew moments of reflection served to con- 
vince the irate farmer that he was in the wrong 
this time, at any rate, and he seized the beetle 
and wedges from their place beside the back 
door, saying, “Well, Catherine, git us some 
bread and milk or somethin’ of that sort for 
dinner, an’ I'll ar wood enough for this arter- 
noon, an’if ye’ll git usa good hearty supper, 
we won’t say no more about it. I'll see that 

ou ain't bothered this way agin, fur I've 

arned a good lesson for once in my life.” 

All hands fully enjoyed the joke, and did full 
justice to the bountiful supper set before them 
on their return from the hayfield. 

Mrs. Potter lived many years after that 
episode, but never again was she known to be 
troubled for lack of wood. And when she re- 
moved from the village where this occurred, it 
was often asource of wonderment to her new 
neighbors that ‘Mis’ Potter’s man was allers so 
fierce to git a big pile 0’ wood on hand, an’ git 
it all cut up an’ ready to burn before the spring 
work came on.” 

And when ney spoke of this to her, and be- 
wailed the unwillingness of their spouses to “go 
and do likewise,” she would tell them the story 
of that summer noon, and say, ‘There's a good 
deal o’ truth in the story in the spellin’ book, 
‘bout the boy stealin’ apples, that the old man 
threw stones at when words an’ grass didn’t do 
any good. I tried words till I was sick of 'em, 
an’ hadn't no faith in grass for anything of that 
kind, sol tried stuns, in the shape of makin’ 
him go without his dinner, for once, an’ that 
worked first rate. Anyway you can most allers | 
touch a man sarang his vittles, an’if you try, 
some such plan as I did, I'll warrant ye won't 
be troubled for lack o’ wood agin in a hurry.” 

Whether any of her neighbors took her ad- 
vice and followed ner example tradition saith 
not, but the foregoing story is strictly true, and 
told as one of the most interesting tales of the 
family history among the descendants of the | 
Potter family, to this day, 
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swatch FREE to ew rf 
ing with our offer. “T? ¥ 
ady's or gent’s) write to o 
without deiay, With your better s= 
Os BOc. postal note for our large 16 story 
SP carer cone year and you will seeqtwetee 
offer at once—we send wai-h by registered mail pemaits Add-e 
ONCE A MONTH CO,, 7 Jefferson Ave,, Detroit, Mich, Box #61. 
Once 2 Month Cx Ibave received the watch just sar you salt! 
Would, aod . much surprised, aaitwent beyoud all my 
ledo, Obso. 

st received, audition beanty, 
© you 020 give Sway.oo fines but you bare 
omised. Many Anpgeson, Portland, Oregon, 


DAVID KILLED GOLIAH 
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OR POCKET GUN. 


So the idea is old but 
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finished, durable, and can be carried in 
the pocket, as it weighs only three 


4 ee 
I: = 
ounces, Will shoot shot or bullets with = 


aceuraecy and force, and with a little practice will | 


kill birds on the wing or bring down a squirrel from 
the highest tree. It is the best thing out for taxider- 
mists, as it will kill without spoiling game and makes 


no report. A_boy cun have more genuine pleasure in 
a day with a Catapult than with anything elee made. 
The loop abran, pocket and pulling tip are all mouldeé 
in one solid piece of the best kind of rubber. Enclos: 
15 cents for a three months subscription to “Comfort” 
and we send one free, postpaid. Boys make monet 
selling them, One dozen sent for $1.00. Address 

COMFORT, Augusta, Maine. 
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All the above faces are thoee of oneand the same 
person, and the wonder- ful changes are made ep 
tirely by our false mus- taches, ards, roatces 
and whiskers. For Pri- vate Theatricals, Amateur 


rades, Tableaux, Parlor 
they are simply immense! 
fected in a few seconds 


Minstrel Shows, Cha- 
Entertuinmenta, ctc., 
Marvellous changes cf- 


Notning will 80 complete. 
ly alte ove's Oppearance. 
A boycan ba instantly 
transformed into a man 
go that even his sweet. 
heart and arents fail 
to recognize im. They 
are all made of the best 


hair, nicely crimped — 
and natural appear 
stently adjusted. Mus- 
tachment, and goatecs 
are secured withge? wax, allowing them to 
be fastened to, or re-2 22 He moved from the face 

(eae? ef novel facial adornments 
Jast a lifetime, and “ "** at the outlay of a few 
cents every boy can have his own circus. 

Mustaches and goatees, — gray, red, light, medium, orda>: 
brown and black, price 7 cents each, four for 25 cents, or « 
cents per dozen. Goatees, Scents each, four for 15 cents, or 
40 cents per dozen. Beards or Whiskera— satneay iy, red, 
light, medium, or dark brown, and black. Price, Full Beard 
60 cents: Whiskers with Mustache, 60 cents; four of sither 
for #2.00. Any of above goods mailed, postpaid, on receipt 
of price, In ordering, send anall lock of haty ar gtote aloe 

desired. Address Morse & Co.,Box 330. Augusta. Maine, 
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giving them a wavy 
ance. Can be in- 
tacnes have wire at- 
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Copyright, 1834, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 


HIS is a bonny fire- 
laddie, children, blow- 


(\ the way on the crowded 
(Wstreets. Why does he 


Because somewhere, a 
fire has broken out 
and there is danger of 
somebody's house or 
business block being 
burned to the ground. 
And according to the 
law in all cities, every 
other kind of team or 
C , car must keep out of 
a the way to let the hose 
carts and engines with their company of brave 
men, hurry to the fire and have a chance to 
fight it before it gets too much headway. 

How many of you ever went toa fire ina big 
city? A great many, no doubt; and yet there 
are thousands of country children who haven't. 
And I am quite sure that very few city boys and 
girls could describe the entire workings of the 
fire department in their own town. 

Let us talk about it. 

You know first, that there is what is called a 
fire-alarm system in every large town; that is, 
a system of electric wires, all connecting witha 
central office and reaching out to every part of 
the city. Stations are appointed all over the 
town, where an office or an engine-house is 
opened. In the large cities these engine- 
houses are very fine buildings. In each sta- 


tion, there is an alarm and a set of instruments 
much like telegraph instruments, all of which 
connect with the bells in the engine-house, and 
many of the church bells. Then at the corners 
of certain streets or at some other convenient 
pisces are fire-alarm boxes. These are scat- 

red about conveniently, so that no building 
shall be left very far fromone. They are fas- 
tened on the walls of buildings or on big lam 
posts; and inside these boxes an electric bell 
connects by wire with the whole fire-alarm sys- 
tem of the city. 


Now what do you do, in case a fire breaks out 
in your home, or your father’s office? Well, 
the first thing to be done is to runas fast as 
possible tothe nearest fire-alarm box. On it 
will usually be painted ‘‘Key will be found at 
8o-and so’s’—which will be some place close 
by. The boxes have to be kept locked to keep 
mischievous boys from ringing them and rais- 
ing a false alarm. You run and fit 
the key, open the box and touch the 
electric bell. In less time than it 
takes me to write 
it or you to read 
it, the little in- 
struments in every 
station in the city, 
are clicking out 
the fact that there 
is a fire in your 
vicinity, and every 
bell in the city is 
ringing out the 
number of your 
fire district. Now, 
in a regularly 
equipped engine- 
house, the company—that is, a captain and 
four or six or eight or ten men—live all the 
time. They stay there all day and sleep there 
at night, except the watchmen who have to 
stay up and be ready should an alarm come in 
inthe night. Theirreading and sleeping rooms 
areup stairs. Down stairs, opening right on 
the street, by means of great glass doors, is one 
large main room where the carts, the hose, and 
the ladders, are kept, all ready to start at a 
moment's notice. At the back of this is a 
place for the horses, uf which there are three 
or fourand sometimes five. In the centre of 
the main room, the harnesses are kept sus- 
pended on hooks from the ceiling, all in place 
and ready to drop onto the horses at a 
moment’s notice. 


Now, suppose an alarm is run in,in one of 
these station houses. Do you think the men 
have to gointo the stallsand lead the horses 
out? O, no; not unless they are new at the 
business. A well-trained borse—and every 
horse belonging to a fire department must be 
an intelligent animal—recognizes an alarm 
himself; for he can hear it in his stall. And no 
restless, wide-awake boy wasever more eager 
to run to a fire than 
horses. 
nervously. 
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A man is always in attendance; he 


removes the bar from their stalls, and these | 


horses’ rush madly to their own particular place 
under their harnesses—never making a mis- 
take. Another man touches a wire and down 
come the harnesses on the horses’ backs. In 
less than a minute they are buckled on and the 
prancing horses are ready to dash out of the 
doors which are being opened by another man. 
Meanwhile the firemen have seized their fire- 
proof glazed hats, and their oil-skin coats and 
are getting into their hose-wagons and carts, 
eachin his own place; and in less than two 
minutes, often, from the time you touched off 
that fire-alarm, the entire force in your dis- 
trict, men, horses and all, are rushing towards 
you. It is easy enough to find a particular 

ouse, when they are once in the neighborhood; 
ond in most instances, so perfect is their sys- 
tem, the fire is allout ina few minutes more. 
That is, if it was a small one, of course and has 
pot gained much headway. But suppose they 


ing his horn to clear | 


want to clear the way? | 


FIRE! 


many of these noble | 
At the first call of the alarm they start | 
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go toalarge building, and 
the fire has gained such 
headway that the first 
batch of firemen and men, 
cannot easily subdue it— 
what then? Why, then a 
second alarm and, some- 
times, even athird is rung 
in, and companies from all 
parte of the city come tear- 
ing down to the scene of 
the fire. See how the 
horses dash along as if 
they understood the dan- 
ger and enjoyed the ex- 
citement as much as any- 
body. In the little light 
cart which goes ahead of 


PUTTING OUT THE FIRE. 


the fire engine, the trumpeter blows his horn; 
horse-cars stop and heavy teams get out of the 
way while the engine, the hose-cart, the ladder 
wagon and all, rush madly by. Everybody on 
the street turns and looks and small boys run 
wildly after the engine; for there is something 
in human nature that makes everyone inter- 
ested in a fire. 

In a few minutes the brave laddies with their 
hose and ladders are at the fire. They connect 
the hose with the hydrants, which in their turn 
connect with the water pipes of the city or 
town, and ina few minutes they have several 
streams of water pouring into the thickest of 
the flames. And let me tell you, it takes brave 
men to do these things. For some of them 
must mount the burning putining and risk 
their lives on the roofs. There is a long ladder 
eart which is pushed up,and the ladders are 

laced against the burning walls. Upthese the 
Sre-ladaies hurry. They crawl into smoke- 
crowded rooms and rescue people who would 
otherwise perish in the flames, and they climb 
on the top of buildings and often work there 
fighting fire until 
their clothing, their 
beards, their very 
faces are singed wit, 
the hissing flames. 
Sometimes they stay 
there a minute too | 


















FIRE! 


FIRE! 


long, and then they disappear in the fall 
ing, blazing ruins; and afterwards a few 
charred bones is all that is found of them. In- 
deed they are brave fellows, these fire-laddies; 
and many and many atale can be told of the 
lives they have saved, of the brave deeds they 
have done, of the sacrifices they make for 
others. Hardly a winter passes but what some 
brave fireman loses his life in trying to save the 
lives and property of others. 

There are lots of interesting 
stories told about the horses. As 
I told you, they are very intelli- 
gent and well-trained. There 
was one horse on the New York 
force in particular, who seemed 
to know everything. 

“Old Ben,” said one of the men 
who worked with him, “was the 
best horse I have everseen. Why, 
his intelligence was not almost, 
but really, human. He knew as 
much as any man, and more 
than many I have seen. With 
all this he was a worker. Horses 
in general can only be worked in 
one place when in the fire ser- 
vice. That is to say, a horse 
that is used to beiug driven on 
















SCALING THE WALL. 


the left side of a team will not work well on the 
right, and vice versa, and a horse used to the 
engine will not be any good on the tender. But 
with old Ben it made no difference. Any day 
we wished to change him we would simply take 
him over to the vehicle he was to draw and _ put 
him between the shafts for a moment. That 
settled it. Back he would go to his stall, but 
the moment an alarm sounded, swish! away, 
would go Old Ben to his new place, as surely as 











if he had practiced it twenty years. Sometimes 
we would get mixed up ourselves and try to get 
Ben away from his assigned place, but it was no 
use. He had his orders from the foreman and 
always executed them in spite of all our pro- 
tests. We would try to drive him by the shafts 
assigned to him, we would hoot at him, pull at 
him, yank him. But that was all the good it 
did us. The old fellow knew his business and 
only replied by laying his ears back and shak- 
ing his head.” 

An interesting story is told too about another 
fire-horse named Jerry, who bad been sold toa 
farmerin his old age. His owner was using 
him to draw a milk wagon. One day he left 
him with a load of full milk cans outside a 
house, Suddenly a fire-company came down 
the street at full speed. Jerry recognized the 
sound of the bell, and started out in, full pur- 
suit. The owner soon succeeded in tracing his 
horse tothe fire, and found him there with a 
ruined remnant of wagon but nota single can. 
You see poor old Jerry was just as crazy overa 
fire as you would be, boys. 

Now before I close, I want to call your atten- 
tion to the new department which will be de- 
voted to Comrort’s Palmistry Club. Don’t you 
know what palmistry is? Well, read that, and 
see. UncLe Cuartir. 





A Pennsylvania man with a shock of brilliant 
auburn hair rejoices in the real name of Mr. Redhead, 








MAGIC SCHOLAR'S COMPANION. 





This Combination secures its contents by means of 
a Real Combination Lock, similar to those in) use 
on burglar and fire proof safes,and yet so silnp.© 
that any child knowing the proper combination can 
readily operate it, but one scholar cannot ope™ 
another’s companion, as hundreds are made with - 
out any two combinations being alike. The combi- 
nation is handsomely finished in ash and cherry 
(cither cherry body and ash lid or ash body and cherry 
lid), has dovetailed corners, and is divided into neat 
compartments for pencils, pens, chalk, sponge &e. 
This is an article prized by every little scholar who 
owns one, and as its neat appearance commends it to 
the use of every child, none should be without it» 
Given free as a premium for two yearly subscribers 
to “Comfort” at 25 cents cach, or sent postpaid om 
receipt of 17 cents; one gore express, $1.25, They 
are fastsellers, Address COMFORT, Augusta, Maine- 








‘Owing to the Great Demand for Dolls and Other Indestructible Goods of this Nature, we here 


Illustrate a Dozen Special Low Priced Premiums for Trial Subscribers to COMFORT. 


Girl Jointed & Boy Doll with Suit, Free. 


Bright inventors, artists, snd mechanica have been at work 
for years trying to perfeet low-price Jointed indestruc- 
tible dolls that can be made to sit down, bend over, stand 
on their heads, move arms and legs, and be placed in a)! sorts 
of cute positions, ecither.when dressed or 
undressed. The doll shown in cut, just 
patented, is a most wonderful and successful 
result of long, weary trials. ‘They are beauti- 
fully finished, and, being jointed, can be 
placed in any natural position. ‘Ihe 
Dressed Boy Doll, made in same 
manner, not jointed, but with fancy suit 
of clothes to match, consisting of pretty 
cutaway coat, fancy shirt blouse waist, 
and a fine pair of pants, so you can 
dress and undress. It is a wonderful 
bargain, and just out They will last 
for years. Are more life- 
like than anything ever 
‘otten out be- 
ore. Best of 
all, they are sold 
cheap, as you 
can fill with 
bran, sawdust, 
or cotton, and 
easily sew them 
up. We will 
mail one boy or 
girl, all charges 
aid, if you send 
Ye. now for a 
three months’ 
subscription to 
Comfort, the 
Prize Story 
Magazine, 
with the largest 
circulation of 
any monthly in 
the world; or 
send i5c., and 
sige — Bi eon) include 
a cute little Pug Dog pup; boy and su irl and pug, al) for 
2c. Over a mi lion oF the articles will : sold the next few" 
months, and we give you the chance to get samples early and 
make money taking orders, Boysand girls assorted, 5 for 50c. 
Order a dozen and 4 pugs for one dollar. Just the thing for 
church fairs andthe like. Oneatgent sold one thousand. 
Address ‘*Comfort,” Box 268 Augusta, Me. 


















This shaggy fellow is called 


“Tatters" and is a fine large 
animal same price as Pug,12c. each. 


Indestructible Stuffed To 
oe W 









as large as 
be con- 
veniently 
handled, 
Millions of 
these goods 
een 

sold the past 

few months 

from house 
5 to house, 

at Church 
ete.; 
and agents 
only need to : 
get samplesyoung children. 


arms and legs to pull with- 
which they out injuring it in the least. 


can 


have 


Fairs, 










i: cun hand 
the 





Holiday 
Presents, 


a Ve 


ed articles for fifty cents. 
paid.” yall ec me in bright Lithograph colors, heav. 
and are a great succes: of the World's Fair year. 
youth, middle and old age. 
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after receiving, thus they go by mail, postage paid. 





young. One lady sold overa thousand dolls. 
fates. . Prizes given to those who sell Che most this season. 
Address COMFORT, Box 412, Augusta, 


Red Riding Hood 

aboutsame size and comes 
same price as “Piccan- 
inny” and every little girl 
wants one at 12c. each. 


ys 2 Free! 


E will send, postpr +o 
2 Doll, one Cat, four Kittens, one Globe, 
3 and one Elephant, to any one sending fifty 
a cents fortwo years’ subscri; 
- o . ~ tion to COMFORT, which is 
nos full of Prize Stories, and has 
a 4 the largest circu "y 
ae 8 monthly in the world. 
Roa These '8° wonderful 
Cod attr € articles an 
eon Fr -| fast selling goo. s have 
fog been so weil adver- 
Bea 
257 tion is so complete, 
3 i] that further descrip- 
Sige tion would seem nced- 
Pm less. The Dolls are 
aa eighteen inch high 
FS Cats and Kittens full 


life size; 
Elephants 
and Globe 


to judge for 
t Re niselves 


most of. SingleIt is an ap~ropriate and 
lasting souvenir of this 


seription to ComForT,Columbian year and just 
fifteen cents each, 
Four Kittens reckoned as one of other articles. Five of any oneout. 
One dozen, one dollar, post 
3 


i » articles, together with 
three months' trial sub- 











The only reason of the low price 
ts that people stuff them with cotton, hair, or sawdnet, and vew up 
Order at once 
if you want to either make money or amuse and instruct the | 
Special hundredtion to Comrort; 


Mane. per dozen, postpaid. 












Columbian - 


just the thing for the very 


same as other large Stuffed 
A celight toDolls and toys we adver- 
tise 12 cents each inelud- 
ing 3 3 months’ subscrip- 


A PUBLIC BENEFACTOR. 

The person who invented the line of goods here 
advertised was certainly a great public benefactor 
and there has never been anything produced that wil 
have such an extended sale as these goods, They ca™ 
be so easily transported that they will go tothe ends 
of the Earth and find a ready sale in any part of this 
or any other country. Agents who have tried to 
handle them are surprised at the great quantities dis- 
posed of, and as there are millions of children who all 
want playthings of some sort or other, they will 
always be found to sell fast and at sight. 


Dolls That Will Make Sick People Well. 
AT a recent church fair 
held in Boston there were 
a number of dolls donated, 
not for sale but to be sent 
to the children’s hospital 
for which the fair was 
given. They were colored 
dolls. Their black faces 
were beautifully painted 
by an artist. They had 
real woolly hair, real 
stockings and shoes, and 
were dressed throughout 
with great care. The ging- 
ham frocks and white 
aprons made them most 
fetching. 

The physician at the 
head of the hospital said 
afterwards that those 
dolls did more good than 
all his medicine or skill. 

As there isa great de- 
mand for Negro Dolls we 
have also got a genuine 
™ PICCANINNY. Yes, color- 
ed doll babies that are too 

——— funny for anything, and 
every child wants one togo with her other dolls; 
they are large size, made in the same manner, and as 
you will netice from cut require no dressing. The 

rice is the same as Jointed or Boy Dolls; 12c. each, 
ncluding a three months’ subscription to Comrorr. 
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The Large Pug Dog is called “Bow 
Wow.” Costs the same as Dolls, | 
12c. each, postpaid. | 


“PITTI-SING.” 


THIS sweet little Japa- 
nese girl is one of the 
% latest and daintiest sub- 
7 jects that we offer. Her 
charming oddity is en- 
ough in itself to give her 
a hearty welcome in 
every family where there 
are children. The price 
is cheaper than the 
large Stuffed Dolls and 
toys we advertise 12 
cents for4 including a 
8 months’ subscription 
to ComForT; or $1.00 per 
dozen, postpaid 
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“Sailor Boy.” 


THIS Columbian Doll is 


With 


The price is the 





or $1.00 


Owing to the great demand for these stuffed goods every month in the year, all the year round, 
we advise every one who has been thrown out of employment to order at least an assorted dozen 


to start with, and canvass for their sale at once. 


the regular retail price, including a3 months’ subscription to CoMFort, and we furnish them for 


hen selling the goods agents get 15c. each, 


$1.00 per dozen, postage or express paid, or $3.50 for fifty, or $6.00 per hundred, express not paid. 
More money is being made from the sale of these goods by active home workers than from any- 


thing ever placed on the market. 


Address, 


COMFORT, Box 268, Augusta, Maine. 
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Circulation, OVER TWELVE_HUNDRED 
THOUSAND copies. Guaranteed and Proved. 
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A happy New Year and Comfort for all! 





January is named for the heathen deity— 
Janus. : 





The lucky stone for January is the garnet 
which is said to bring constancy and fidelity. 





The publishers ask as a special favor of their 
readers that in answering any advertisement 
appearing in this paper, they will mention the 
fact that they saw it in ComForr. 





According to England’s foremost astrologer, 
the lucky days for January are the Ist, 2nd, 5th, 
6th, 8th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 16th, 19th, 20th and 
3ist. The unlucky ones are the 3rd, 9th, 14th, 
18th, 21st, 23rd, 26th, 27th and 30th. The other7 
are of minor importance or are under mixed in- 
fluences. The same authority predicts many 
sudden deaths, much sickness and severe epi- 
demics. He says the latter part of the month 
will witness some disaster in a public place 
either in this country or in Europe. 





There is an old song to the effect that “Uncle 


(COMFORT. 








our present number, where will be found a new 
department, which has no equal anywhere; as 
a unique, interesting and practical subject it 


cannot be gainsaid, and ComFort’s Palmistry | 
| Club will cover a field that has never yet been 
| intelligently occupied. 


In these days of enter- 
prising journatism, publishers are everywhere 
looking out for something novel, fresh and un- 
hackneyed to bring to their readers. After 
long search ComMrorT has secured the.services 
of an expert whose research into palmistry—a 
subject too often given over to charlatans and 
bogus fortune-tellers—gives him the ability to 
present it ina simple, interesting and scien- 
tific fashion. The good results of a knowledge 
‘of palmistry, its use in averting errors of 
judgment, and its assistance in choosing a 
vocation for life, will all be dwelt upon in such 
‘away that members of this novel club will be 
| not only enlightened but astonished, not only 
pleased but benefitted, by the new views of 
this old subject. And in the near future we 
shall be able to give our six million readers the 
benefit of a plan by which they may, each and 
every one of them, know what is written in 
their own individual palms,and what bearing 





Sam is rich enough to give us all a farm.” | 


When the song was written, doubtless this was 
true; but is it, now? Hardly. With the dis- 
posal of the Cherokee strip last fall when 
thousands of frenzied beings rushed madly for 
free land, and several people were killed in the 
crush, Uncle Sam gave away his last farm, and 
it is argued by many that this isa good thing, 
and that a new era of prosperity is now to 
dawn. In less than forty years, since the close 
of the war nearly 100,000,000 acres of virgin land 
have been brought under cultivation. This 
fact alone would account for much of the de- 
pression in value of farm products. The rest 
of the wuole habitable globe in the same period 
only increased its cultivated acreage by 14,000,- 
000 acres. Other causes, such as excessive rail- 
road charges, uncertainty about the nation’s 
finances, foolish legislation and excessive im- 
migration of foreign pauper labor have justly 
caused the farmer to believe that his lot was 
not a happy one. But as time goes on the intelli- 
gent farmer will have a much better chance 
than he has had for afew years. Banks may 
fail, commerce may decline, and navigation 
come to a stand-still; but the nation cannot 
fall solongas the farming population of the 
United States is what it is, and the country is 
covered with fertile farms from one side to the 
other. “The farmer feeds us all,” and there is 
no going back of the returns. 





January has rolled around again on the wheel 
of time and begins another new year. How 
many who were with us—beloved ones, famous 
vunes, and seemingly indispensable ones to the 
world’s progress—have disappeared from the 
arena of life since last January! How many of 
us will remain next January? And whoof us 
will have to go? And yet, our motto should al- 
ways be, ‘‘Look forward and not back.’”? Let us 
make the most of life while we have it—not by 
getting all the pleasure out of it that we can, 
regardless of the rights of others, but by living 
aright lifeand by doing good. We have many 
blessings to be thankful for; and the greatest 
of all, often unappreciated until it is lost, is 
health. While it is claimed that the average 
duration of life has increased of late years, 
fewer people live to old age now than was the 
case forty years ago. More men live to be forty 
years old, but not so many live to see sixty-five 
and beyond. Science has helped the young, 
but apparently has done nothing for the old. 
The real causes of this greater mortality anrong 
the old are, doubtless, the greater strain im- 
posed by the conditions of modern life which 
consume the vitality earlier than formerly, the 
lack of exercise on account of. the greater 
facilities for getting about, improper diet and 
use of stimulants, and the larger percentage of 
people who live in cities. Every man cannot 
be a Gladstone and live to direct a great 
nation’s destinies when he is past eighty-four 
years, but a proper attention to the laws of 
health will carry an increasing number of men 
past the age of sixty-five, and enable them to 
enrich modern life with the fruits o. their ripe 
experience. Sothat now, as always, the famous 
motto of old “Rip Van Winkle” is a wish ap- 
propriate to the new year—‘‘May you live long 
and prosper.” 





We desire to call attention to the last page of 


it may have upon their several and individual 
lives. 





On the fourth of last month the greatest 
scientist of the age, Prof. John Tyndall of Eng- 
land died at the age of 73. He was another ex- 
ample of the self-made man—and the making 
of such a man is more difficult there than here. 
He was born in Ireland in 1820, and began work 
for himself as civil engineer in the Irish and 
English ordinance surveys, and with this work 
he was connected from 1839 to 1844. Then he 
was a railway engineer for three years, and so 
it was not until 1847, when he was 27 years old, 
that he really found himself ina position to 
study according to his own bent. A simple 
record of his achievements would more than 
fillthis paper. Suffice it to say that he worked 
and studied in his field of science until he was 
one of the greatest prophets and advocates 
living, of the theory of evolution as an explana- 
tion of the development of species; he- was of 
the fellowship of Darwin, Spencer and Huxley, 
and was associated with Huxley in many of his 
most valuable investigations. Last year he de- 
livered a course of lectures in this country, for 
which he received the sum of 22,000. This he 
unselfishly devoted to the founding of scholar- 
ships in science in Harvard, Columbia and the 
University of Pennsylvania, ‘in aid of students 
who devote themselves to original research.” 
Such a man isa loss to the world; he leavesa 
name which will be remembered for many 
years to come. 

One sad thing, however, is connected with 
his death. The coroner's inquest showed that 
he died from an over-dose of chloral given him 
by his wife under the impression that it was 





magnesia. And his remark when he discovered 
the mistake ‘You have killed your John,” is 
one that will embitter this poor wife’s life un- 
til her dying day. Doubtless he regretted the 
thoughtless remark inthe brief hour that re- 
mained to him. And here lies the lesson for us 
alltoremember. This fault, of making hasty 


and ill-judged remarks to those nearest and | 


dearest to us, is not peculiar to husbands alone. 
How many of us have said things in the heat of 
anger, or under a sudden impulse, that we 
would have given years of our lives, afterwards, 
to recall? Would we part from any member of 
our family with a gruff manner and a cross 
word in the morning, if we knew that never 
again should we see them alive? Would we 
ever “let the sun go down on our wrath” if we 
stopped to think that the sunrise might bring 
forth sorrow and bereavement? Wecan never 
know. And the best way, perhaps the only 
way, to save ourselves from life-long regret 
for hastily spoken words—is never to speak 
hastily. 
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Naslight elevation near the bustling 
and beautiful city of Providence in 
Rhode Island, stands a little old-fash- 
ioned red cottage, 
just exactly as it 
stood more than a 
hundred yearsa go.To 
the thousands of 
young people who 
see it every year, 
Z it is nothing but an 
odd, quaint little structure, hardly worth a 
second glance. Butto the crowds ofolder people it 
brings up sacred memories of youth, the country 
farm house and the little red school-house that 
used to stand at the cross-roads. While its beau- 
tiful surroundings have more interest to the 
present generation, this old-time cottage hasa 
history of its own; for it marks the spot where 
the Williams family have lived for many gen- 
erations. Away back in old Puritan days, a 
certain Roger Williams came ovex from Europe 
to find the same religious freedom that the 
other colonists had found. But alas! he did 
not believe exactly,in all particulars, as the 
Puritans did; and with the rigorous intoler- 
ance they had come away themselves from 
England to escape, the pilgrim fathers inti- 
mated to him that his room would be decidedly 
preferable to his company. Roger Williams 
then went south and settled in Rhode Island. 
The little red farm-house of which we have 
spoken, was the homestead for a hundred and 
fifty years, more Or less, of the Williams fam- 
ily—and was doubtless, when first constructed. 

























considered quite a mansion. The windows— 
with small square panes—were imported from 
England long before glass was made in this 
country; so it will be seen that this was quite a 
luxurious abode. Its interest to the present 
generation, however, lies principally in the 
fact that here was born, within the last cen- 
tury, Miss Betsey Williams, the last heir to the 
historic place; here she lived a long and useful 
life, never having gone aboard a steamboat ora 
railway car, or travelling twenty miles from her 


| home; and here she died. But when her list of 


days was full, and she was about to leave this 
world, she made a handsome gift to her native 
city—nothing more or less than the entire 
Roger Williams farm of 104 acres, with the one 
condition that it should always be used as a 
public park for the people. She was as quaint 
and old-fashioned, herself, as the little red 
house where she lived; but her sympathies 
were broad and her heart inthe right place. 
And by her benefaction will she ever be remem- 
bered by the city that grew up and flourished 
around her. The city of Providence accepted 
the gift and named the place Williams Park, 
which they point to now with justifiable pride; 
and they hate spared no expense to make the 
spot all that a public park should be. Indeed 
there is perhaps no more beautiful park in the 
country, although there are larger ones, than 
the Roger Williams Park of Providence. 

The city bought, among other things, a large 
collection of fine animals from Carl Hagenbeck, 
the German tamer about whom all ComMrort 
readers will remember to have read in these 
columns last summer; and whose famous show 
on the Midway Plaisance all visitors to the 
World’s Fair will have seen. The menagerie 
which they have formed contains some of the 
finest animals in captivity. A California man 
has recently donated $50,000 worth of stuffed 
birds,also; but the park lacked one thing which 
the children wanted, and that was an elephant. 
Children, you know, always consider an elee 
phant the most important feature of a menag- 
erie. 

Now what did these Providence children do 
about it? 

Well, instead of sitting by and wishing the 
city council would raise money enough to buy 
an elephant, they bought one themselves. That 
is, they started private subscriptions in all the 
schools and each child brought what he or she 
could afford. Some brought a penny, some five 
cents, some a dime and some a dollar. And in 
an incredibly short time they were able to, and 
did, buy a young elephant froma Mr. Cole in 
Liverpool, England, and had him brought over 
to Providence. He is called Baby Roger, and is 
growing and flourishing finely; and all the 
children now take a proprietary interest in 
him, because they all paid in something towards 
the $1,500,it took to buy him. So,though they may 
properly be said to have an elephant on their 
hands, they have got what they wanted,and are 
happy. 


The fact that they did raise this purchase 
money, however, points a moral as well as 
adornsatale. Only think how much the chil- 
dren of our country can accomplish, and whata 
mighty force they are when they once combine. 
In large cities, in States, and even in smatier 
towns they might unite and form a library, or 
raise 2 Monument to some great and good pub- 


It is the old story of co-operation, 
work wonders. “A long pull, a 
and a pull altogether,” children, 
accomplish anything you uuder- 


lic man. 
which can 

strong pull, 
and you can 
take. 
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ORTY-FIVE 
late.” 

Ben Pooshaw, the 
man who querulously 
uttered these words, 
was a fat, 
middle-aged, locomo- 
tive engineer, who had 
entered the service 
the W. V. R. R. as fire- 


minutes 








man and, by his induse | 
try and good habits, 
was assigned to one of 
the most reponsible 
runs in the service. | 
Ben, in the main, was a jovial fellow but, hav- 
ing lost time on his run, did not feel in the 
best of humor. 
He had, however, a panacea for all his ills. 
Unlike the Jolly Jack tar, Ben did not havea 
wife in every port; he had become severely 


smitten with his Jandlady’s daughter; a slen- 


der winsome belle of twenty-nine summers. 


He was engaged to Nell and the wedding-day 
was set. 
After eating his supper, Ben sauntered up 


town, and entered the store of a village mer- 


chant. The rear of the building was parti- 
tioned off for stcring boxes, barrels, etc., and 
it was here that engineers and shopmen gath- 
ered to discuss the news of the day, and puss 
an idle hour. Therefore, it was not long be- 
fore Ben began explaining the cause of delay 
to bis train. 

“You see,” (one thing he did not see, and that 
was Nell as she entered the store to buy some 
molasses for the morning pan-cakes) ‘she com- 
menced foaming and blowing; I didn’t know 


what had gotintoher. Generally speaking, the 
old gal’sall right, but of late, she’s been acting 
quite cranky.” 

Nell pricked up herears instantly and be- 
came a very attentive listener; forshe readily 
recognized Ben’s voice and thought she was 
the subject of his conversation. 

“T tried my best to adjust her,” Ben con- 
tinued, ‘‘but she thumped and pounded and 
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of | 
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her lost motion, owing to about thirty years? 
service, didn’t eae matters any. Finally 
got on my knees and commenced oiling her up 
some; thinking, you know, I’d humor her @ 
little. When i got up I'll be gosh darned if the 
rocker-arm wasn’t broke.”’ 

“Wretch,” exclaimed Nell under her breath, 
and almost stifling with rage; ‘‘who would be- 
lieve that Ben Pooshaw would talk of me be- 
forealotofmenin this fashion? I know the 
rocker-arm broke one time when Ben was hug- 
ging me awful tight, but to think the fool 
would go and tell of it; I could scratch him.” 

Ben, unmindful of the bomb which was liable 
at any time,to be hurled at his unoffending 
head, went on: “Then the darned critter got on 
the dead centre and there I was. Well, says I, 
I'll fix you; sol got down and tried to pinch 
her along a little.” 

This was the last straw. In flounced Nell, 
her whole being hot with emotion, and fairly 
screamed: “You pinched me, did you? you 
pinched me? you brute; take your ring, and I 
only wish I had the worth of the paltry thing 
in pennies that 1 might fling them one by one 
mg er head.” 

aving discharged this volley at the aston- 
ished Ben, she turned on her heel, swept ont of 
the store and disappeared in the direction of 
her home. 

It took poor Ben some little time to know 
just exactly ‘‘where he was at,” and the rest of 
the night was devoted to “adjusting” matters 
with Nell. When she fairly understood the 
situation, she was overcome with remorse. She 
begged Ben totake her back and forget the 
past; which he manfully did, telling her that, 
in future, it was always better to be sure than 
sorry. 
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mestic < a ‘ sat ua a. —, Si ; Itis impossible to give in 
and : A Lioness for Breakfast! ||| A Giant Among Ciants! Co ane ae 
’ A Zebra for Dinner!! 125 Feet Long!! Magnitude of this great 
Wild. “ A small herd of zebras was quietly feeding ona plain, The huge Rorqual, says this most wonderful of all books een 3 re 


all unconscious of the stealthy approach of several lions, 
which were creeping towards them in regular order, under 
cover of a dense reed thicket. So quietly did the Hons 
take theiradvance that their progress was unnoticed even 
by thezebra-sentinel. The lions crept on until they reached 
the thicket, when the sentinel took the aarm. It was too 
late— withasingle bound, the leading lion sprang over the 
reeds, felled oue of the zebras, and set the otocrs seam- 
pering so as to fallan casy prey to bis companions. * 

# party one morning, one of our herdsmen announced 
that.a lion was devouring a lioness, only her skull, the 
larger bones, and the skin were left. On examining the 

round more closely, the fresh remains of a young spring- 
Sok were also discovered. We therefore conjectured that 
the Hon and lioness, being very bungry, and the antelo 
not proving @ sufficient meal for , had quarrelied; 
and he, after killing his wife, had coolly eaten her also.” 

Thisisfrom page 1%. Every one of the book's 600 i/justra- 
tions is by an eminent artist, and the facts contained on 
every one of its 80 pages would be cheap at one dollar each, 
having cost more than a hundred times that sum. 


on pase 528, roums t 
molested by he hunters, and scarcely ever captured, The 
bulk of this animal is greater than that ofany other whale, 
some specimens reaching a length of 125 feet. It 18 sorme- 
times mistaken for the Greenland Whale and parpooned 

butitis seldomed killed. On one occasion the orqual 
started offina direct line and at such a speed that the 
men jost their presence of niliud and forgot to cut tho rope 
that connected the whale with the boat, Making directly 
fora nelghboring ice-field, the Rorqual shot under itand 
drew the boat with all its crew beneath the ice, where 
they disappeared forever from the gaze of mankind. 


On its 800 large, closely printed pages the book recouuts 
hundreds and hundreds of thrilling adventures with and 
hair-breadth escapes from marine monsters and beasts af the 
Sorest of every kind and every land. Although several days 
and nights are wired toread uf through af one sitting, no 
one who once takes it up wishes to lay it down until it is 
finished. And all—young and old—want to refer to it 
again and again for knowledge and entertainment. 
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authority all over the 
world for accurate infor- 
Mation regarding the 
habits, haunts, peculiar? 
tres, and diseases of the 
Animal Kingdom, 

The work is a veritable 
treasure-honse of valuable 
information, interestingly 
told, and replete with 
hundreds of accurate and 
artistic illustrations, 

This mammoth Cycdo 

vedia of the Animal 
Vorld consists of over 
eight hundred pages and 
is substantially bound in 
sti! paper covers. Size 
of open book, 8x 11 inches, 
and nearly 2 inches thick. 
It is in clear print on geod 
paper, with five hun 


8 ee = special aria 
wonderful work, and Is, according to Prof. Darwin, the likeness of one of ycur ancestors. 


visiting the Zotlogieal Gardens or Circus it is invaluable, The countless anec- 
dotes whick it contains will make metry many a ong, “winter evening, and the 
hundreds of pages of thrilling adventures which those daring peepee who traverse 
mountain and moma, Jangeand desert, tolearn the habits of the animal king- 
dom undergo, will furnish true, heartfelt enjoyment to every member of the 
family—young and old, 

As the book contains full descriptions of all domestic animals, also, with 
treatment and cures for their diseases, no farmer should be without it, and as the 
list embraces everything, from the gnat to the giraffe, the bat to the bear, the 
mouse to the mastodon, the coyote to the cuscus, no boy, no hunter, no student— 
in fact, nobody shanld pig this grandest of all offers. 

So thrilling and exciting are many of these adventures as toequal the wildest 
tales of the tropics, or the most blood-curdling ghost story; and yet they areall 
true, being the transcripts of personal experiences of noted travellers, Not on! 
are they of sufficient importance to amuse and instruct the young, but they will 
absorb the attention and pass away many a dull hour for the old and world-worm 
reader; while every teacher in the land should provide. herself or himself with 
the means of allaying that eager thirst for information which characterizes all 
young and restless minds, Asa supplementary reader for schools, nothing could 
excel Wood's Natural History; because,in the first place, it will so absorb the 
attention of every scholar as to keep him interested in his work: and, in 
second place, it is so instructive asto be well-nigh indispensable, ‘And this is 
why every teacher and every scholar in the land should avail themselves of this 
unparalleled offer. 
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The picture of the attractive gentleman holding the above book is 


re you descended from a monkey? Whether or not you believe in the theory 
solution, you can doubtless select people from among your avquaintances 
would seem to you to be descended either from a monkey or that more 
le domestic animal popularly known as the mule. Before you decide this 
tion of heredity, however, you should read about the entire monkey race in 
| vook, which is the best authority in the world on this subject. here are 
ual hundred varieties of monkeys, all as different from each other as the 
+ imauxis different from the South Sea Islander, or the citizen of New York 
~ the wild Hottentot. As Horace Greeley used to say, ‘This is mighty inter- 
‘ereadiug.” There are stories both comical and pathetic of the remarkable 
‘ ligence of the monkey tribe. There are descriptions of bald-headed mon- 
,, long-haired monkeys, long-tailed monkeys, and no-tailed monkeys ; monkeys 
“\ras aman and monkeys no bigger thana kitten. And there are hundreds 
iundreds of interesting 2d instructive tales of other animals besides mon- 
So, whether or not your remote great-grandfather was a monkey, you 

» ld not neglect this opportunity to decide for yourself, 
Ba Why pay out your money to take the whole family to the circus when you can 
‘a menagerie of the whole world’s animals athome? Most large cities have 
c Zovlogical Gardens where wild beasts may be seen, or ther exhibitions of 
, ed animals or winter circuses, Inthe summer the country is travelled over by 
Sageries which it costs a family several dollars to see, With this marvellous 
~tevery one can study the habits and look at the life-like pictures of all the 
(alsin the world, at any time and at noexpense. While asa guide to those 
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for two years, at 25 cents per year (50 cents paying to 1896), we will send a copy of this great 
work, mail or express charges all paid if 10 cents extra is enclosed to help pay eking anil 
other expenses. As Wood's Natural History weighs nearly two pounds, and as it would cost 
you 32 cents to mail that weight, of merchandise, it is only by special arrangement with the 
department that we—as publishers—are enabled to furnish this Great Book at such un- 
heurd-of low rates in connection with our Prize Story Magazine, Comfort. 

2d offer. 1f you will secure only two subscribers to Comfort at 25 cents per year (your 
own subscription and one other will answer), we will send a copy of the book prepaid if 10 
cents additional is sent for packing expenses as above. 

3d offer. AMSOLUTELY FREE. To any one sending a club of — three year! 
subscribers to Comfort, at 25 cents each, we will send this Book FREE without ary ad- 
ditional expense to you whatever, Thus for afew minutes’ time devoted to work that can 
but be a pleasure you get this wonderfu y interesting 800-page Book for absolutely nothing, 
and many persons by getting up several clubs of three each have made money fast, as for 
every three subscribers thus obtained we send a complete copy of Wood's Natural History, 
which anybody can é¢asily sell for $1.00. Thus an agent, who can devote a few hours to the 
work each dey, can readily make from five to nine dollars a day selling the Books. 

Before the publication of this First American Edition the book has always sold in cloth 
for ®6.00, It is therefore evident that our offeris one of exceptional value, and should be 
taken advantage of atonce. You may not see such an offer again. There is only one edition 
like the above, It is published exclusively to be offered as a premium and cannot be had in 
the book-stores at any price, Jt ts printed on good paper, srom clean, clear typé, and forms 
a library all by iteelf. 

All those who have solicited subscribers for other papers say it is surprising how much 
easier it is to get people to subscribe for Comfort, Although it costs but 25 cents a year, they 
oll say it is ay worth one dolfar, and that is the reason it has obtained the largest circu- 
‘lation of any paper in the world, There is no other publication like it anywhere, Don't fil 
j to send your subscription this month, and start the New Year aright. Address, Com/ort, 
| Angusta, Maine, 
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O many people no 
room, no corner of a 
room,” writes Edith H. 
Wheeler of Boston, 
Mass., “is so attractive 
as that where rows of 
books turn their backs 
on the visitors. I will 
disclose the secret of a 
very ornamental book 
case that stands in my 
own sitting-room. The 
foundation was a shal- 
4 low boot-box, three 
feet long, with three boards nailed in at con- 
venient distances for shelves, leaving room for 
the largest books at the bottom. Over this 
rough looking affair I tacked neatly a cover of 
the double-faced canton flannel, with the dark 
olive side out, letting the goods run back sev- 
eral inches from the edge onthe inside of the 
case, and on the upper and lower sides of the 
shelves. All this secured with the tiniest tacks, 
I finished the edges with brass-headed furniture 
tacks and fastened across the front an inex- 
pensive brass rod for my curtains, which were 
also of the canton flannel, the bright side serv- 
ing as lining and turned up on the right side at 
the bottom in a border eight inchesdeep. With 
a cost of very little more than my time, I hada 
piece of furniture preferable to any oak or 
cherry case of five times its cost, which I have 
used steadily for eight years without its show- 
ing any signs of fading or wearing out. I know, 
also, of another after my model, covered with 
maroon felt, and trimmed with acut fringe of 
the felt on the edge of each shelf. Though 
many people have utilized the illustrations of 
papers and magazines for decorating their 
living-room,’ few arrangements are as inter- 
esting as that of a young friend of mine, who 
has made the frieze around her room of centre 
pa ed from ‘Life,’drawn by the celebrated 
llustrator Gibson, whose style she particularly 
admires. Her example might suggest a host of 
other collections, as varied as individual 
tastes. Another useful disposition of such pic- 





tures is to paste them over the holes which the 


best-meaning person in the world cannot avoid 
making in a Japanese screen, and the greater 
the damage, the more interesting will your 
screen prove to the callers who would never 
give asecond glance to the regulation article 
with silken panels. Indeed you might make it 
from the beginning, by pasting manilla wrap- 


ping paper over the common pine frame, and 
utting your pictures on that foundation. 
here noend tothe things that a deft-fin- 


gered woman can make, with a little practice 
with tools. For instance, a tea-table graces a 
friend’s reception room, which no one suspects 
was the work ofagirl. It ison the plan of the 
book-case illustrated in the July Comrort. 
Four wooden rods to form foundations of the 
legs must be the right size to just fit inside a 
silk spool, and should be picked out by some 
experienced person who cantell when the wood 
pis so seasoned as not warp. I recommend silk 
spools, because the indentation is so slight 
. that, when fet together they produce an 
effect not unlike bamboo. String the spools on 
oar rods and glue them until you have reached 
he distance from the floorat which you want 
to place a shelf, generally eight inches. An 
smooth board, one-half inch to one inch thic 
will answer for this, with a hole in each corner 
just large enough to let the rods through, The 
shelf will, of course, determine the size of your 
table, and you must have a board exuctly like 
it forthetop. Glue the shelf to the spools on 
which it rests, and continue to fasten on spools 
until you are ready for your table top. A very 
pretty finish is to let each rod project far 
enough above the topto passthrough a twist 
spool of the smallest size; then cut ing it off 
even with the spool, sandpaper the whole quite 
smooth. Ebony stain was used with fine effect 
on the original of my description, but any other 
stain or enamel paint may be substituted. 

“Perhaps some of the Busy Bees are girls like 
myself, with a desire to have their rooms at 
school or at home ‘like other people’s'’ at small 
expense. Even the older ladies may not object 
to hearing, or scorn to put into practice, some 
of the ingenuous contrivances with which the 
college girl can make shift when at the end of 
her allowance or perhaps, with no other allow- 
ance than bright wits and nimble fingers. I 
have never seen or heard of any ideas like 
these in print,and asall have been used by 
myself or friends there is no question as to 
their practicability. 

“In the first place a great bed is always an 
embarassing object in a small room where you 
receive company. If you have acot there is no 
difficulty in transforming it into a Turkish 
couch by a plain drapery of any material, from 
art muslin to silk, or, if you have a little extra 
time, by a more elaborate cover just fitting the 
cot with a generous frill reaching tothe floor 
allaround. Forthe latter purpose art muslin 
is too thin unless lined, which may be done 
with book-muslin, or any cheap white cotton 

ods. I knew a Scotch girl who rejoiced ina 

ark blue cover, woven with a pattern of native 
thistles in white. But another equally effective 
couch was draped with the ever-serviceable 
‘blue denim,’ with a deep border of scroll-work 
in coarse white linen floss; while a pillow to 
match was decorated witha huge spider web 
and captive fly, and finished around the edge 
with a heavy white cotton cord or rope. 
Chenille portieres in soft blue and brown with 
light borders are popular among college girls, 
but the double-faced canton flannel, which 
comes in handsome patterns, olive on one side 
and gayer_ colors on the other, is the most 
elegant and satisfactory thing to be obtained 
forasmall price. Then pile on your sofa pil- 
lows in as cosy a fashion as possible and if you 
have no abundance of the regulation ‘down’ 
squares, you will find Eee ordinary pillows 
just as picturesque and more substantial, if 
you will button them, pillow case and all, into 
a pretty plain or ruffled cover of any fancy 
oods. For real comfort, the balsam pillow is 
cold and slippery, though asmall one in 
among the rest givesa pleasing fragrance to 
the atmosphere about the lounge. Even if you 
have to cope with a real bedstead, you can pre- 
vent it from being the most conspicuous object 
in the apartment by abstaining from those 
‘snowy draperies’so charming in a sleeping- 
room solely. Let yourdark cover come over 
the foot-board and down to the floor. You can 
drape the head-board with a scarf or cover it 
a pictures stuck behind tightly drawn rib- 
ons. 

















COMFORT. 





Adesk is considered as necessary a piece of 
furniture ina pag get ety room as a bureau. 
To only a few did I confide that mine was an | 
old-fashioned wash-stand, discovered in the 
attic, and begged from the owner with promises 
of great care for the precious heir-loom. It was 
of oy ite varnished wood with dark trimmings, a 
shelf beneath which held a row of books and 
my russia-leather tigi sary desk, while the 
drawer was filled with stationery. Neither did 
I disclose that it was Nalf of an old red china- 
silk sash which, tacked firmly to the open 
frame at the back (originally intended to hold 
a splasher,) furnished such a fine back-ground 
for halfa dozen photographs, while the other 
half supplied a scarf forthetop. The fringed 
ends draped at the same side made a fine bit of 
color, and harmonized with the decorations of 
my capacious waste-basket, which was nothing 
more than aclean peach-basket with red and 





pale green ribbons woven inand out through 
the slats. The tone of the room had been de- 
termined at first sight by the red and green 
carpet, for which I was not responsible, but its 


cheery appearance in winter quite satisfied me 
with the predominance of red, which ‘Helen 


Hunt’ has so strongly recommended. I sup- 
pose everyone knows the possibility of trans- 
forming @ trunk or shoe-box into a window- 
seat, by a cushioned cover, but few realize the 
convenience in limited quarters of a box low 
enough to slide under the bed and covered to 
keep out the dust. Some of the college girls 
use them for‘preserve closets,’ but they are 
useful for anything, from hats or gowns to 
shoes—if you haven'ta big cretonne or ticking 
shoe-pocket on the inside of your closet door, 
like mine, which has six small pockets, and a 


big one at the top where I stow my unmended 
stockings." 

While we are talking about what may be 
done with old boxes, let us listen to what this 
Bee has to offer concerning them. 

“If it is new ideas concerning articles of solid 
comfort that the Busy Bees wish to hear of, I 
think I can describe something they will see to 
be useful as well as ornamental. It fell to our 


lot once to board where we had but one narrow 
closet; so we found it quite necessary to invent 
some place in which to put those things that 
cannot find a place elsewhere in a room, no 
matter how large it is. 
mother of invention, I turned my attention to 
this, and soon had an idea. 





A WASH-STAND DESE. 


ture store and bought a second-hand two-story 
safe. It was divided into two parts, alittle be- 
low the centre, by two small drawers. The top 
part I used for dishes and the lower part asa 
supneerd. both mera Perens: with shelves, 
and having doors. is cost me about $4.50, 
Then I bought a brass rod and rings at 35 cents. 
Twoand one-half yards silkoline at ten cents 
per yard, two cans of black enamel! paint at 25 
cents per can and a brush for 15 cents. I took 
the top doors off, hinges and all,and applied 





my paint to the safe, giving it twocoats overall 
esncee the back, which needed none, and the 

anels in the lower doors, While this was dry- 
ng, (and it took only afew minutes) 1 made 
two curtains of the silkoline, but before I put 
them up traced lines of gold across the small 
drawers and over the top of upper portion of 
safe. This added quite a good deal to its ap- 
pearance. Then I got out my box of oil colors 
and decorated the panels in the lower doors. 
On one I painted a milk-maid coming across a 
meadow with a brown jug, and on the other a 
ven of pave chickens in the grass reaching 
‘or & worm. uta few extra touches on my 
work for I was long-sighted and knew that we 
would want a book-case when we got into our 
own home and would probably be short of funds 
about that time; and when we moved into our 
own home and no longer needed to useit asa 
wardrobe and general catch-al], we stood it in 
the hall and filled its shelves with books, while 
the lower part was exactly the place for maga- 
zines, pamphlets, etc. Many an admiring 
glance was cast upon my book-case that it 
could not have merited had it been a cheap 
bought article. 

“Another convenient article to have in a bed- 
room is a soiled clothes or laundry box. Geta 
box about two feet square and have a stout 
cover fastened to the top with small hinges. 
Line the box with calico, or good thick paper. 
Cover the outside with chintz, cretonne or bur- 
i outlined with white, tacking it smoothly on 
with brass tacks. Before covering the lid, pad 
it, using three or four thicknesses of an old 
comforter or an old pillow or cushion. Over} 
this fasten the cretonne finishing the edges 
with a fringe if desired,and the brass tacks. 





LAUNDRY BOX. 


Inside the cover tack a large pocket of the 
cretonne, to be used for such small articles as 
ties, handkerchiefs, laces, etc. This isan in- 
expensive as well as convenient and useful 
‘comfort.’” Mrs. CARRIZ BRADLEY, 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Some of the Bees having sent in requests for 
crochet patterns, | am glad to offer this rose 


lace, furnishe , a a te a Ate 4 
ton, Texas. ed by Mrs. A. A. Kennelly, Hous 


ate lace is made of rosettes and joined to- 
gether as you make them, filling the inter- 


Necessity being the/| 


I went toa furni- | 


stices with stars. For each rosette make a 
foundation of 6 chain and close with slip 
stitch. First round: five chain, work 7 double 
crochet, separated by 2 chains around the loop, 
and slipstitch at third stitch of 5 chain. Second 
round: asingle crochet on every stitch in last 
round and be stitch in first single crochet. 
Third round: ten chain, one double crochet on} 
every third stitch separated by 7 chain; then7 | 
chain and slip stitch in third of 10 chain at be- 
ginning. Fourth round: around every 7 chain 
work two single crochet, 4 chain, 2 single | 
crochet, 4 chain, 2 single crochet, 4 chain, 2 
single crochet, which forms a picot. This com- 
pletes the rosette. Work the rest in the same 
manner, connecting as seen in design. For the | 








CROCHETED ROSE LACE. 


| stars in the interstices make 7 chain, join with 
slip stitch, chain 8, fasten with slip stitch in 
one of the picots; in the space made by joining 
4 rosettes, chain 3, one single crochet in loop, 
chain 3, slip a stitch between where the picots 
of two rosettes are joined, chain 3, single 
crochet in loop and so on until you have 8 
| points; close with slip stitch on first single 
crochet. Having joined rosettes enough for the 


} lace, make a heading as follows. Istrow. One 


, | double crochet in first picot of rosette, 2 chain, 


{1 single crochet; in each of the next picots 
| chain 2, one single crochet in each of the next 3 
picots, 2 chain, one double crochet in next 
picot, one double crochet in-each 8 points of 
Star separated by 2chain, 2 chain, 1 double 
crochet in next picot, and so continue until 
end of lace. Second row: Put the thread twice 
around the hook, insert inastitch; thread over 
hook draw through, making 4 stitches on hook; 
thread over hook, skip two stitches of founda- 
tion insert hook in third stitch; draw thread 
through, thread over, draw through 2 stitches, 
thread over, draw through 2, thread over draw 
through remaining stitches on hook, chain 2,1 
double into centre of cross treble; repeat from 
beginning.” 

As this is an uncommonly pretty pattern, and 
not at all complicated, I hope many of you will 
try itand that it will help fill up, pleasantly, 
the long winter evenings. There are, however, 
several other good things in my work-basket. 

Mrs. Ida E. Clark, Clinton, N. Y., sends sev- 
eral practical ideas, among which is a clippings | 
basket. 

“Procure a small wooden box, length twice | 
the width, having a cover that turns backward. | 
Cover the outside and the top of the cover by 
fastening blue velvet on with mucilage. Divide 
the inside of the box into two equal parts by 
fitting in Beatty pieces of wood the height of 
the box. ese must be covered with blue silk. 
Line the box and cover with blue silk; paint or 
embroider a pretty flower for the top with the 
inscription ‘Gems from many minds’ or some- 
thing pleasing to the fancy. This isa pretty 
orpament as well as aconvenient place for 
clippings from newspapers, poetry and other 
articles one desires to preeerre. A ry rt 
fora gentleman may be made thus: Cut two 
pieces of pasteboard the shape of a slipper, 
about two feet long and one foot wide, with 
high heel, high in front and square back. Also 
a triangular jiece for the toe, On the inner 
side of one ot the pieces sew two pockets of 
cambric to hold the slippers. Sew up the bot- 
tom and back of the slipper, bending in the 
back to make it round; fit the triangular piece | 
into the toe,and cover the whole with gerd | 
velvet, sewing the a with yellow or old 

old silk in button-hole stitch. 

roider a row of bachelor’s buttons down the 





front, and on the side a spray of ladies’ slip- | 


er with these words beneath: ‘Not found 
ere.’ The words should be in gold.” 

I wonder whocan send me the most original 
thing to be used asa birthday present for 
mother? Something practical,pretty and plainly 
understood? 

Be sure you read the new department this 
month—Comrort’s Palmistry Club. You will 
find it both unique and interesting. I expect 
the Bees will do their share of buzzing over it, | 
and will all want to join. Busy Ber. 





“HAVE YOU CATARRH? 


THERE is one ramety you can t without | 
danger of humbug. end to H. G. Colman, 
Chemist, Kalamazoo, Mich., fora trial package 


of his catarrh cure. His only mode a adver- 
tising is by giving it away: Postage 4 cents. 
Judge for yourself. Mention this paper. 


DERFECTION DYES 





Make BRILLIANT and FAST Colors. Send 
or 6 sumple packages (any colours 





Paint or em- | 





wanted) and try them. Single pkg. 10c. 
Beautiful sumple cards showing new colors 


sent FREE. Agents wanted. 
W. Cusnine & Co., Box 12, Foxcroft, Me. 
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THE DIAMOND COLLECTION OF 


2G Over GOO Songs, and Every One a Gem. Words and Music © 
THIS BOOK IS A VERITABLE TREASURY OF THE WORLD'S POPULAR & 
“The Finest Collection of Songs, both new and old, ever bound between the covers of one book.""—A.T 
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PRETTY VALE! oN x | 
We are giving away a package of sweet r= 
entines to all who would like to take our B 
Magazine, CoMPORT, on trial for the & 
months. They are the requlne cope dari 
with Lithographic lace work, Send 6 cer> = 
ror, Box 359, Augusta, Maine, for trial i 
and we will include an assortment of Com» 
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‘BIG JOB LOT OF SILK REM 


FOR CRAZY ae 

WING to the hard times 
Ort ae oe 
im then 


work. We were fortu 


Story M: 

piece of SILK 

together with five skeing of el: 
ery silk, all different bright co 
ors, all for 2ic. postpaid; three 
ec. lots for Hc., five br 1.00. 


A Cute Foot-Rest 
FRER. 


Useful Ornaments 
are sought after at all seasons 
of the year. People do not 
realize the quantities of 

oodsthatare sold through 
the mails. Inventors are 


daily trying to u 

somethin; 3 sell yal 

that will be pretty, useful, 

and cheap. A pretty foot- 

rest could never be ob- 

tained at a low price be- 

fore (they eell for 

$1.00 cach at the 

stores), but by get- 

ting up something 

that is turned out 

by machines in 

pretty colored 

durable goods, to 

b« filled with cotton or any cheap or cast—all 
then sewn up, we can now give & 
welcome in every room in al 
Maine to California, 










fire, it is so life-like in ain 
new, 47,306 have al 
will be in use before man 
great sellers, and should order at 
with. To introduce, we will send « j 
any one sending 180, for a three wala 
Com¥rorr. ‘Two Rests and ComPoRr 6 memtie! 
for S0c., one dosen, $1.00; one Rest and Lic. ini 
20c.; one Mest and lot Remnm 2c. 
Address, ComPorT Pun. Co. Box 153.4 









































GOOD LUCK ALL THROUGH T/ 


Happy New Yi 


THE LATEST NOVELT 
A SOUVENIE 


Sten all Europe 
in every state in thi 

the greatest fad now, 
of Souvenir Spoon colle 
locality has ite special (= 
represented by a spoo> 
who travel can easily pic 
dozen for a home colic: 
there and yonder. Thr 
been 80 high, however © 
could not afford tec buy 
one or two and some Pf 
noteven a single soure 
nature in the house. 
for their high price has 
costs many hundreds °c) 
getup apecte) dies to = 
spoon different amd ver 
one kindaresold. By br 
for nearly a million, **C:: 
been able to get up az 
unique pattern at @ ver: 
as they are turned out ina 
guantaties and the pric 
has taken such a drop ths 
of asking twoor three 4 
for a pretty Sterling 5 
Spoon, We can actually ; 
away to all persons sendin 
yearly subseribers to “Ca 
25 cents each, The spoor} 
trated isa perfect Little » 
is made upof a combina 
the Lucky Emblem: 
regular Mascot. Goo: 
surely smile om you t!* 
one of these gems in & 
On the front handle is 
the Wish Bone, Fs 
Clover, Forget- me-ne® 
words Good Luck. 
we have the com bina 
Horse Shoe and Hear 
words Good Luck. & 
doubly pretty and ¢ 
to be Sterling 
warranted to wear 5 
they are at once ap 
for gifts for Birthc: 
dings, Engagemes® 
Voyages, Love, i 

For.centuries past i 

beautiful custom of 

BACK VIEW. a new born babe 
couple with a Silver Spoon has been ft 
denotes Good Luck all through life and 
Luck Spoon is especially appropriate for 
for all occassions, They come packed in’ 
and will be sent postpaid as soon as the tw 
yearly subscriptions are received. We 
sample Spoon for 25 cents, if you want to 
fore getting up clubs.Address, COMFOR 
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Maggie's secret. 
My queen. 
Rivitie Mogg. 
Mollie Bawn, 
My Annie, O', 


night. 
+ ord Lovell, 
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. rf musk. | Rory O'Moore, 
Riya 7 Robin Adair. 
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Nancy Lee. 
Nonecan tell. 
O maidens fair. 
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Old King Cole. 
.| 0 x5 tents. saw, 
© fair dove. Sweet 
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Old Grimes. Ye mens 


chores e 
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and others are contained in this incomparable book, every one will want this collection of over i 


words and music. 


CoMFoRT, cau we Offer them /re¢ to all sending 15¢. for 4 6 months’ 


Only by buying in half million lots, and desiring to obtain 500,000 new trial sab 







subscription to Comrorr. 


Address, Publishers of Comrort, Augus! 





Every Shut-In who will get up a club of five or 
more yearly subscribers for ComPoRT at twenty-five 
cents apiece, may send us ten cents for each sub- 
seriber, and keep the other fifteen for herself. 

‘The only condition given is that you must furnish 
Satisfactory proof that you are a Shut-In. Get your 
physician and clergyman, or two other responsible 
persons, to sign a statement saying they have known 
you (and how long), that you are an invalid, unable 
ne work, and that you properly belong to the Shut-In 

rele. 

No club will bereceived of less than five subscrib- 
ers, and these must all be sent at one time, together 
with the amount necessary for the club. 

Money may be sent by money-order, postal-note, 
eheck, draft, registered-letter, or in postage stamps. 
Never send money loose in a letter. 

Try among your friends, neighbors and relatives. 
Your children at school or in factories, or your ser- 
vant-girls among their friends can bring you names 
of new subscribers. Take it up seriously, as a matter 
of business, and you will succeed. 

All correspondence for this department should be 
directed to Sunshine Circle, care of Comrort, 
Augusta, Maine. 


EAR FRIENDS: 
I wish you all a Happy New Year. Do 








Comrort. 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


joys and griefs,and you will be surprised to 
find, after they get used to it, how much they 
will look to you for comfort and advice. If you 
are able to doany little things for them like 
sewing on a button, or mending a rent, or knit- 
ting a pair of mittens, or making holders and 
pincushions, s0 much the better. Be sure you 
do all you can to help yourself and others— 
don’t give up any more than you can possibly 
help. Little acts of helpfulness, cheerful 
words and smiles, go a long way to create hap- 
piness. 

A poor mother writes a sad story of her suf- 
ferings, and says her greatest trialis that she 
can do nothing for her [ones children. 

It is, indeed, very sad to be prevented from 
active ministration to them, but do not feel 
that you are useless. I once knew a mother, 


bedridden for twenty long years, very poor be- 
sides, and yet she madea home for her two 
daughters, and through her great love and 


patience she brought them up under the most 
difficult and adverse circumstances to be use- 
ful, good women. When I visited this family 
living in & post part of the city, in two little 
rooms, and saw that patient sufferer,I went 





you ask how Ican mock you with such a 
wish when you are, perhaps, hopelessly 
ill, a chronic sufferer, old, poor, afflicted? 
Ianswer in the words of the great apostle, “I 
have learned in whatsoever state I am, there- 
with to be content.” Mark you, he does not 
gay content comes easy to him, he says, My 
have learned”; he does not say content if he 
can have certain things as he wants them, but 
‘in whatsoever state I am.” Happiness does 
not depend on outward circumstances, it comes 
from within. The pauper may be happier than 
the king; the bedridden invalid happier than 
the woman of society; therefore I repeat to 
you my earnest wish that you may learn, if you 
have not learned it already, the beautiful les- 
son,0f ConTENT, which alone can bring you 
happiness in the year we have just begun. 
Tiere is nothing that so wears upon usasa 
constant rebellion against our lot in life. It 
does no good, and only makes us more misera- 
ble. Anold hymn expresses it in these lines: 
“What can these anxious cares avail, 
These never ceasing moans and sighs; 
What can it help us to bewail 
Each painful moment as it flies? 


Our cross and trials do but press 
‘The heavier for our bitterness. 


Only thy restless heart keep still, 
And wait in cheerful hope; content 

To take whate’er His gracious will, 
His all-discerning love hath sent. 

Doubt not our inmost wants are known 

To Him who chose us for His own.” 

We all know how true it is that if we allow 
ourselves to brood over any pain, or annoyance, 
or unkind word, it seems to grow bigger and 
bigger, until at last it shuts out all the sun- 
shine we might otherwise be enjoying. 

The two greatest enemies to our happiness 
are discontent and ill-temper, and the two 
usually go together. There is nothing equal to 
them for destroying the happiness of a family, 
and the worst of it is they are so very sly that 
they conquer their victim before he realizes 
what they are about. Temper makes its appear- 
ance in various forms. It may be a short, sharp, 
snappish way of speaking; it may be a sulky, 
silent demon that lurks in us; it may be a 
whining, grumbling, complaining temper; but 
whatever form it takes, look out forit, for you 
cannot be truly loved or respected, and your 
presence will never be a desirable one in any 
family, until you have conquered it. 

Acchild cannot keep its love and respect for 
an irritable, peevish parent; across child isa 
serious trial even toa fond mother; and very 
few people are willing to take care of a fault- 
finding, gloomy invalid, although that invalid 


may be a near relative. I know of one such 
case (Iam thankful to say she is not a member 


of our“Sunshine Circle’); none of her rela- 
tives were willing to take herinto their fami- 


lies when.she was left without a home, so they 
boarded heramong strangers. Different people 
tried to keep her and gave it Up; then she was 
sent to the Old Lady's Home. There she had a 

leasant room all to herself and every comfort, 
Butshe soon began her grumbling again and 
the matron refused to bag her. Now I have 
lost trace of her, but no doubt she is trying 
someone’s patience severely—yet this woman 
has been for years a_ professing Christian. 
Dear members of the ‘Sunshine Circle" try to 
keep sunshine in your hearts, and avoid com- 
plaining, ingratitude, and ill-temper as you 
would a deadly poison. - 

One Shut-In writes, ‘‘I wish I could do some- 
thing for my kind parents and brothers and 
sisters who do so much for me.” 

You can do much for them, dear sister, help- 
less though you are. Make your room the 
brightest, most cheerful spot in the house—a 
haven of rest and peace for the tired, worried, 
busy members of your family. Do not greet 
them with complaints about yourself, but be 


away strengthened, and uplifted myself. I 

could tell you of another invalid mother, but 

| she was so near, so dear, I can hardly yet bear 
to speak of her. I never saw her well, I cared 
for her myself at the last through long weeks 
of suffering, yet never did I hear one impatient 
word, one complaint. Her presence was peace; 
her great patience, her childlike trust. the best 

| sermon that could be preached; and now “her 
children arise up and call her blessed,” and her 
memory is to us a priceless heritage. 

Another Shut-In_ writes that she wishes to 
adorn her room and make it beautiful. 

This is a praiseworthy wish, and there are 
many simple inexpensive ways of doing so. 
Plants add much to the cheerfulness of any 
room, and it is an easy matter to keep a fewin 
good condition. One of the best ways is to 
have a shallow wooden box fitted to the win- 
dow-seat, or toatable or stand. Line the box 
with zinc if you can, then cover the bottom 
about two inches deep with clean, white sand 
which should be kept damp enough to evapor- 
ate moisture, and set the pots on the sand. 

Always water plants in the morning, and 
water thoroughly, then put no water on be- 
tween times. Give them good showering once 
a week, oF possible, to keep the leaves clean, as 
plants and trees breathe through their leaves. 
Geraniums give the most satisfaction, and 
there are so many varieties one may have a fine 
show of them, but petunias, fuschias, pinks, 
begonias, callas, arbutilons are all easily grown. 
I had a south window completely filled one 
winter with the latter, only one plant of each, 
but so large that they madea very.fine show 
and blossomed most satisfactorily. 


The most easily cultivated hanging plants 
are oxalis, money.and Joseph’s coat or Wan- 
dering Jew. The latter prow rapidly in water 
and lasts a long time. have at least half a 
dozen vases, large and small, filled with it now, 
and the green, drooping sprays hanging down 
all around the vases are most graceful and 
cheering to the eye. One winter I put it in 
wide-mouthed bottles, and tied the bottles be- 
hind some pictures hung in our dining-room so 
that the long sprays trailed over the picture 
frames, and it was quite pretty and effective. 
It will grow in water all winter, but towards 
the Ry ee it looks rather spindling, and can 
then be transferred to pots. 


The German ivy isa delightful climber. I 
have seen a common little room made a perfect 
bower with one or two of these plants. have 
also seen the Madeira vine flourish and blossom 
on ashelf opposite a window, almost covering 
the wall. The English ivy grows well in the 
shade, but is rather slow about it. Palms, 
ferns, and the rubber plant get on without 
much sun. It is better to have a few plants and 
take good care of them than to have more than 
you can manage easily. Plants need consider- 
able #nay and attention, just the same as chil- 

ren. 


If our friend who wishes to adorn her room 
can knit or sew she can make a good many sim- 
ple, yet pretty additions to it. An afghan to 
throw over the foot of the bed or couch; a wall 
pocket to hang beside the bed with several poc- 
kets to hold oks, hair brush, or medicine; 
two or three soft, light pillows with a covering 
buttoned on of Dreeey cretonne, satine or denim, 
to slip under her back or head; bright pin- 
cushions of various shapes and stylesto hang 
up here and there; a becoming little shoulder 
cape; all these things add much to the cozy, 
cheerful appearance of an invalid’s room. But, 
with all these, remember there is no ornament 
like that of a ‘meek and quiet spirit,” and 
floods of sunshine cannot make a room cheer- 
ful if it lacks the sunshine of a cheerful face. 


Dear friends, cultivate happiness. Be just as 
pleased, and cheerful, and happy over every 
little bright incident that comes into your 
daily life as you possibly can. Some people cul- 
tivate sorrow, and actasif they were afraid to 
smile. Smile all you can; try tosmile in the 
midst of pain; smile away your blue feelings; 
and by constant effort smiles will come more 
natural than frowns or groans. And this will 
help more than anything else to give you a 
Happy New Year. 

SIsTER MARGARB?. 

NOTE.—We are constantly receiving lefters 
from Shut-Ins, that are practically requests 
for free advertising, which are entirely im- 
practicable for many reasons. As ComrorT is 
reghlarly read by six million people, it is im- 
possible to give to a few, privileges ‘which 
might be claimed with equal right, by al.. This 
is not a business department of the paper; it is 
intended to be exactly what its name implies— 


ready to listen and to sympathize with their | “Sunshine for Shut-Ins.”"—Epiror. 


| this new discovery is a positive cure for Asthma. 





The richest man in South Africa is Barney Barnoto, 
who, only afew years ago, was a dealer in second- 
hand clothing in London. His wealth is estimated at | 
$100,000,000, and he is part owner in every railroad, | 
mine, tramway and big building enterprise in Cape 
Colony. 





"oo 


Be sure and use that old and well-tried remedy, 
Mrs, WiNSLoOW’s Sootuine Syrup for children 
teething. It soothes the child, softens the gums, 
allays pain, cures wind colic and is the best. 
—_—_————S seo 

To relieve burning feet, take one pint of bran and 
one ounce of bi-carbonate of soda. Put in afoot bath 
and add one gallon of hot water. When cool enough, 
soak your feet in this mixtare fifteen minutes. 


— 


T. VITUS DANCE. Onc bottle Dr.M.M.Fenner's Speci- 
fic nlways cures. Circular with cures, Fredonia,N.Y. 








——_ 
The white of an egg, beaten with the juice of one 
lemon and sweetened, is excellent for a hoarse cold. 
~—_- 


GOOD NEWS FOR ASTHMATICS, 
We observe that the Kola plant, found on the 
Congo river, West Africa, is now in reach of 
sufferers from Asthma, As before announced, 








You can make tria) of the Kola Compound free, 
by addressing a postal card to the Kolalmport- 
ing Co., 1164 Broadway, New York, who are send- 
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THE YANKEE BLADE 









a Mi 
Readers every week. Regular price, 
@2.00 per year. Sent on trial 
10 Weeks for 10 Cents. 
Daily giftsto sub- 
scribers. b 


KS 2 years for$2.7533 years 
for $2.40; 4 years for $3.00; 


5 years for 83.50, he Best Pamwily 
‘Story Paper in America, One-cent stamps taken. 
THE YANKEE BLADE, ‘2 Federal St, Boston, Mass 


SURELY CURED. 

To rue Eprron—Please inform your read- 
ers that I have a positive remedy for the 
above named disease. By its timely use 
thousands of hopeless cases have been per- 
manently cured. I shall be glad to send 
two bottles of my remedy free to any of your 
readers who have consumption if they will 


send me their express and post office address. 
TT, A. Slocum, M.C., 183 Pearl St., New York. 




















ing out large trial cases free by mail, to sufferers. 
nF and Dip-Needles for Prospectors, Miners 
R D and Treasure Seekers. Prospectors and 
GENTS clear $100 monthly. 100 New 
Ladies’ Specialties for Old 
Cire OTIS SES Les 
Instant relief, final cure in & 
tew days,and never returns: no 
purge; no salve: no suppository 
Remedy mailed free. Ad- 
ME O25 Lovely Cards 
soo Sergaiin nod Gaur 
3 RecctrPiee"t Saat 
fer « Peneil, and A ve 
OUTFIT YOR 184, ALL 108. GLEN 0., NORTH HAV: 
(silver) 3 for our handsome 
terms, and our patrons receive bushels of mail. Great- 


Miner's Agency, Bachmanville,Pa 
and Young. 64 page Illust’d Catalogue 
dress J.H. REEVES, Box 3290, New York City,N.Y 
| } CENT PEOPLE'S JOURNAL one year, 
est bargain in America, avy i; ou will be Pleased, 


FREE. G.L. Erwin & Co., Chicago, Ll. LADY 
on trial, aud your address in our * AGENTS’ DIREC- 
T. D. CAMPBELL, X 168 Boyleston, Ind. 








TORY,” which goes whirling all over the United 
States to firms who wish to mail FREE, eamipie 
papers, magazines, books, pictures, cards, etc., wi ith 
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OWNIES 









This box consists of a set of rubber stamps re 
resenting the well known ‘“ Brownies” in their 
comical attitudes, such as the Policeman, Dude, 


Chinaman, Clown, Animals, etc., and includes a 
' pad of colored ink and a paper tablet upon which 
can be made many amusing pictures with these 





ob wok jor yek | funny fellows. It is the most entertaining thing 

ee ay ante a gotten up in years and was made to be sold ior 50 
* A es R ES Ee N e % | cents, but on account of the preaeet hard 
* END us your address and we will make you a” times we will mee he wo roe 
™ S »resent of the best Automatic WAS Ine ® lete, with a € ie 
% MACHINE in the World. No wash-bvard or ru * nk Pad, Paper Tablet, etc., pos 

bing needed. We want you to show itto your friends, paid, for only 25 sents Send 

oract asagentif at once, as they go like hot cakes, 


* 
oucan. Youcan COIN MONEY 
© Wo also give a HANDSOME arene ® 
first from each county, Address Room © 
WN. Y. LAUNDRY WORKS, 80 Murray Street, N.Y. 


LAER ERLE REPEL EE EEE CEEE 
SEE S 
D FREE RECIPrH 


FOR THE SURE AND SECRET CURE OF THE 
ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO CURSE. Taste) 

Harmless and Certain. Prescription sen’ 
FREE to wives or friends of inebriates, 
or Tobacco users. A marvelous success in 
even advanced cases, Inclose stamp, Can 


be given secretly in coffee, etc, 
Dre HIRAM COOK, 21 Park Row: New York. 
AUTH’S GERMAN PILLS. An absolute 
cure for all weakness, Sent 
by mail, sealed, for @1. VPamphict Free. Agents 
wanted, Address OLIVER REMEDY CO., 
Box 573, C, Washington, D. C. 


ETURN this adwt. with 
order and we will wear 






























Elgi yle, atem wind and set 

wane which you on bell forBBe 

Mf you like {t pay Express agen 

650 and keepit, otherwise (3) 

ave it returned at our expense. (— 

Wo only ask your promise % 

to go to Sxprewee [- x 
examine «tv 

ice so 


watch. Give your ( 
fall name, Exp) \ 
and P. 0. address. (PY 
State whick want- 
ed, Ladics 
Gents size. When 
you send Cash 6.60 
th order will 
ivea Gold plated ( 
nm. Nochain 
with ©.0.D. 
dora, Can't afford 
itand pay C.0.D. 
charges Whata 
customer says 
Guthrie Center, Ia., Jan. — 
10, 1893.—Kirtland Bros. & Co.: Send me another 6.50 watch. Traded 
the other I bonght for $‘5 00, Yours truly, Se. Watress. Hun- 
dreds speak likewise, Address al) orders, 
KIRTLAND BROS, & CO., 62 Fulton St., N.¥. 
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Ot 
BEAUTIFUL PROFITABLE 
-. AND WORK. 


KENSINGTON STAM PING was never more 
popular than to-day. Many ladies making high wages 

working at home, odd hours. Besides beattifying your own 
home you can make l5c. every 5 minutes you stamp for others. 
If you only devote 3 hours a day to it, the snug little sum of 
€5 and over comes in, as the prices range from 5c. to §1 for 
each pattern you stantp. An inventive genius has lately 
modernized machinery for turning out these patterns by the 
hundred yards as fast as you can reel off a ball of yarn, so 
their cost is barely nothing to what it was last year. esend 
the patterns on strips ahout two fret long and seven inches 
wide. Nearly as as many 50c. and $1 ones now being 

sold. We buy so many of this one kind that we can lead every 
other dealer on price. Our beautiful combined outfit consist- 
ing of nearly 100 of the largest variety ae peent each from 

about a foot long down to single alphabet letters. We cannot 

deacribe them, not having room to go into detail, but in order 

to introduce our magazine, ** Comfort,” with its greatly 
improved departments, we will send the above outfit, Free, 

postpaid, to all three months’ (12c.) subscribers, and also send 

a new book or Manual of Instruction in the art of stamping. 

Tue printed. It describes how to make all colors of powder, 

and instructs you in every manner of working the patterns. 

Ifyou enclose 12¢. at once, we make _you a present of above. 
ORSE & CO., Box 7jAugusta, Maine. 


PIECES 





This is a collection of English, Irish, Scotch and American Songs and Ballads, ail with piano (or organ) accom- 


paniment, arranged by CHaRLés D. BLaks. Also, Contra Dances, Reels, Jigs and Hornpipes; Eng 
German, Polish and Spanish Dances; Galops, Polkas, Schottisches, Waltzes. Marches, Qui 
It contains the latest and most popular songs of the day, violin solos, piano and violin duets, etc., the 
ing a Musical Library in itself. Where else can as large a selection 
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soiae's 
u ny 
Battle roe 


Bounie mereka 
Boulanger, La Fairy Dance Imperiale 
Fritz's Lullaby i 
German, The 
Gorlitza 
Go to the D— 
German Waltz 
Alas, those chimes | Drunken 

kausas Traveller | Durang's 

ket of Lovers, A| Enght 

Beau of Oak Hill Erminie Gavotte 
Ermine Luilaby 
Fatinitza Polka 
Rollers Hornpipe | Favorite Home, Sweet Home 
Crooskeen Lawn Fireman's Dance | Jakie's Hornpipe 
Douglass eran First Love Redowa ! John Anderson 

jue Bells of Scotland ,; Dick Sand's Hornpi 
Belle Canadiene, La Electric Light G as 
Boston Dip Waltzes Fairy Varsovienne 
Campbells are Coming Fra Dravolo Quickstep 
Camptown Hornpipe Flowers of. nb 
Comin’ Thro’ the Rye | Girl I left Behind Me 
Charley over the Water | Good for the tongue 
Cincinnati Hornpipe Happy New Year, A 
Constitution Hornpipe | Haste to the Wedding 
Can You keep a Secret?) Irish Washerwoman 
Comln’ thro’ the Rye Jesus, Lover of my Soul 
Cricket on the Hearth ' Jolly Dancers’ Medley 
Barney, the lad from Kildare 
Beautiful Castle I've built 
Bye and bye (four hands 
Carillon de Dunkerque, 
Dashing White Sergeant 


Newport 

pee Zs 
ra 

Only 


lor Fisher's Hornpy; 
ornpipe | Four Hand Ree! 
d Reel | Fred Wilson's Clog 
Gavotte de Vestris 
Guitana Waltz 
Hail, Columbia 


Kathi 


Last Rose of 
Lady Wa! 
Liverpoo! 


Love's O 


Flowers of Edinborough 
Going to Market ( Four Hands) 
Golden Days (Four Hands) 
a that oa throu; noes "8 
shman's Heart to the Ladies 
Dear Heart. we're growing old] In Time of Apple Blossoms 
De Banjo am de Instrument | Keep the Horseshoe over 
Don't drink, my boy, to-night’ Lamplighter's Hornpipe 
The above, containing the entire 218 pieces. 
free for a club of two yearly subscribers 
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ares 
a. o .f ie 
My P Pearl 
Old Hundred, 
Coon 


Oyster River 
Petronella 


Jordan ts a Hard Road 
leen Aroon 
Kathleen Mavourncen 


jornpipe 
Lord's my Shepherd 
id Sweet Song 
Miss McLeod 5 Reel 
Minnie Foster's Clo; 
Nearer my God to Thee 
Now, was I Wrong? 


lish, French, 
teps, Gavotte, ee 
be had for the price? ee 


Portland Fancy 
Ppt 

eyel’s Hymn 
ye ae 
Robin Ruff 
Rock ot A, 
Rosebud i 
Rory O'More 
Rocket Galop 
Roska, La 


pune Reel 
ussian March 
Sicihan 


8) 


altz 


Soldier's Joy i 

Spanish Dance | Up the Hills 
Virginia Reel 
White Cocks 
Zulma 

Old Oaken Buck 
Prince or Peassng 
Sun of my Soul 
St. Patrick's Day | 
Sicilienne Walts 
‘Spints of Franco 
Suuff-Box Walks 
Uncle Sam's Ferma 
Widow Machres 
Smash the Windows 
Smith's Horn pe 
Stearnboat ‘Que sti 
Sword of Bunker Hi 
"Tis True We're Fedirg 
Tom, the Piper's Son 
Thunder Hornpipe 
Vinton’s Hornpipe (1.) 
Vinton's Hornpipe > 


Silent Night 
Nationa) Anthems 
America 
Austria 
nee 
German Empire 
Great Britain 
auele 
pain 
Sweden 
Oh, you Little Darling 
Polly Wolly Doodle 
Pop goes the Weazel 
Petres Hornpi 
Quilting Party, The 
Lion Hornpipe 
Rickett's Hornpipe 
Sailors Set on Shore 
Shunster's Hornpi 
Soft Music is Stealing | Washington's 
Sir Roger de Coverly World's Fair Waltz 
thee SR ones Quickstep ' Watch on the Rhine 
ight e Window, The Then You Wink the Other Eyo 
Maryland, m; Maryland ‘There is Rest for the Weary 
Maid of the Purp 2 Uncle Dan'l's jined de Saints 
Over the Water to Charlie ‘oodman, spare that Tree 
Our first and last Good-night | Wind that eed oe Barley 
Oh. carry me back to OldVi: Within a Mile of Edinboro 
On the Banks of the Beauti Watchman, tell us of the nigh 
kling Dew-Drop Schott'e ' Where the Many Manmone 


Kendall's Hornpi 
Kitty O'Neil’s Jig 
Lad on casei bh 
Lady of the 
Lancashire Cre. 
Land of Sweet Erin 
Madrilainne, La 
Mother's Song, A 
Old Rosin the Beau 





Summer 
le's Reel 


Spar! 
ro ke by mail, postage paid, on receipt of 25 cents. Given 
to “Comfort,” at 25c. each. Address, COMFORT, Aucusta.Maine 








$1,200 for a Cancelled Postage 
Stamp. 


Copyright, 1894, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 


OT a day passes with- 

out our being asked 

by some one of our five 

million readers if there 

is any truth in the 
various stories afloat as to 
the uses to which cancelled 
stamps are put; such as that 
the government will pay a 
certain price for a million 
of its stamps, or that a free 
bed in a hospital will be en- 
dowed in the name of the 
donor of asimilar quantity: 
There is absolutely no truth in these particular 
stories; but, at the same time, cancelled stamps have 
a value and are made to serve many auseful and 
charitable purpose. 

The collecting of stamps 1n quantity is carried on 
to a great extent, by almost all branches of the 
King’s Daughters and the Shut-In Society, and 
millions upon millions are sold every year, the pro- 
ceeds of which go almost exclusively for the chari- 
ties of these various organizations. 

So vast has the business of collecting, exchanging 
and disposing of stamps become, that firms in the 
jarge cities all over the world do nothing else but 
buy and sell stamps; and millions of dollars an- 
nually change hands in this novel branch of trade, 
lt is said that one concern in New York City, does 
over half a million dollars of business every year in 
cancelled postage stamps. 

There are still thousands 
and thousands of houses in 
this country where the gar- 
ret contains sources of 
wealth, hidden among the 
correspondence of our fathers 
and grandfathers, back in the 
forties and fifties. At that 
time envelopes were unknown 
and the sheets of paper, on 
which the letters were written, 
were simply folded and sealed and then the postage 
stamp attached. Thus, if the letters have been pre- 
served, the stamps also have been preserved and 
some of these little pieces of paper, used in 1844, 
1845, and 1846, are worth as muchas $100.00, Again, 
the Brattleboro, Vt., stamp is worth $500.00, and that 
rarest American stamp, the Millbury, 1s worun 
$1200 00. Manya family has been made happy and 
preserved from want by a kunt among the old family 
papers and many further rich “finds” are there 
within easy grasp. It must not, however, be sup- 
posed that all old stamps are valuable, as some of the 
very oldest are almost as common as the stamps of 
the presentday. Age never determines the price, as 
this depends entirely upon the scarcity. 

Another fruitful source of search are the business 
houses and houses inthe South. where the letters 
received during the existence of the Confederacy are 
treasured and stored 

In the early days of the Confederacy the postal ser- 
vice was not very highly developed and it took al- 
most& year before that government could furnish its 
postmasters with stamps for the prepayment of cor- 
résponfence. However, the use of stamps had be- 
‘ome 80 universal, that it was almost impossible to 
carry on the service by the old-fashioned methods, 
and many postmasters decided to print stamps of 
their own and sell them to the patrons of their 
offices, Thus resulted the stamps of the various 
cities of the Confederacy. As far as Known the post- 
masters of the following cities adopted this tem- 
porary expedient; Athens, Ga.; Baton Rouge. La.; 
Charleston, 8. C.; Columbia, 8. C., Danville, Va.; 
Fredericksburg, Va , Goliad, 
Tex., Greenville, Ala., King- 
ston, Tenn.; Knoxville, Tenn., 
Lenoir, N. ©.; Livingston, 
Ala.; Lynchburg, Va.; Macon, 
Ga.; Madison, Fla.; Marion, 
Va.; Memphis, Tenn.; Mill- 
edgeville, Ga.; Mobile, Ala.; 
& Nashville, Tenn.; New Or- 

’ leans, La.; Petersburg, Va.; 
CONFEDERATE STAMP. Pittsylvania C H., Va.; Pleas- 
ant Shade, Va ; Rheatown. Tenn.; Ringgold, Ga.; 
Salem, N, C.; Spartanburg, S. C.; Tellico Plains, 
Tenn.; Tuscumbia, Ala.; Victoria, Texas. 

Some of these stamps are worth as much as $50.00 
for a single specimen and the very commonest one of 
them is worth at least 50c. 

There may have been other cities which had stamps 
of their own, but so far no specimens have been dis- 
covered. All were used in 186l1and they form very 
interesting relics of that troubled period of our 
national existence. 

Another question frequently 
asked by our readers 18, 
what becomes of all these 
stamps! Some claim that 
walls are papered with them, 
others believe that papier 
mache is made of them, The 
latter idea is absurd as any 
kind of stamps are worth 
more money than their weight 
as papier mache, to say noth- 
ing of the labor of converting A CONFEDE2ATE 
them into that material. STAMP OF VIRGINIA. 

It may occasionally oceur that an odd fancy 
prompts the papering of a wall with Postage stamps, 
but stances of this are rare and would account for 
only an infinitesimal fraction of the quantity of 
Stamps collected annually. 

Almost all the stamps collected find their way into 
the collections of philatelists. tne name by which a 
stamp collector 1s known. It would be amposstble to 
torm any idea of the number of collectors m the 
world or of the number added each year, but they 
amount to many millions. There is no section of the 
globe in which there are no stamp collectors, and 
wherever civilization leads the way, the stamp album 
follows. 


It 1s human nature to collect something, and as 
stamps are easy to obtain in limited quantities, and 
the information 1n regard to the subject is very ac- 
curate, this phase of the collecting mania kas become 
one of the most widespread and popular. 

Itis a great education also. The invalid ecnfined 


MILLBURY, MASS. 





THE RAREST AMERI- 
CAN STAMP, WORTH 
$1200.00. 








ONE OF THE RAREST 
AMERICAN STAMPS, 
WORTH $000 00 
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you? Sold by druggists everywhere. 


size Havana Pane 
send 100 nitue Cigarettes 
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to her room and shut away from everything, may 
travel all over the world by learning to read and un- 
derstand the stamps of different nationalities. The 
student of history finds volumes of information in 
the stamps of different decades; and the child learns 
many things about geugraphy when he begins to 
learn to tellata glance the nationality of a foreign 
stamp, and the pictured face thereon. A stamp al- 
bum ought to be included in the possessions of every 
child, and young person; nothing better can be sug- 
gested for a Christmas or birthday present. A school 
teacher will find stamp- 
collecting useful in many 
ways, and if she can 
Qrouse an enthusiasm 
among her pupils on the 
subject, they will all be 
benefitted. Let the chil- 
dren understand how to 





solve all these questions 

when they see a foreign 
stamp: 

A RARE CONFEDERATE What country issued this 
STAMP. stamp? 


Whose head is on it? 

When was it issued? 

What do the letters in the corner mean? 

What does the H. M.S. postmark mean? 

When did the ruler whose head is pictured ascend 
the throne or the chair of state? 

What is its coat of arms? 

When were stamps first issued? 

Who was the originator of them? 

And as many more as you can think of, 

Again, how many know that the stamps of our own 
country are much handsomer than any others, and 
that the United States is called upon to print stamps 
for foreign countries? 

Those who are collecting stamps, either for pleas- 
ure or profit, or both, should have a proper place to 
keep them, and all such should secure a copy of the 
Philatelist's Album for American and foreign stamps, 
which has already reached its tenth edition, and 
which has representations of all kinds of stamps with 
their valuations, currencies and something of their 
histories. By special arrangement with the pub- 
lishers, COMFORT is enabled to send a copy free to 
every reader who will send two new yearly subscrib- 
ers with twenty-five cents foreach. Such an offer as 
this has never before been made, and itis not likely 
that it will be again, as the edition is nearly ex- 
hausted. Parents should see that their children are 
supplied at once; and teachers cannot select a more 
useful or appropriate gift for their pupils, as it 
affords many pleasant and profitable hours for old 
and young. 

We shall have another article 
prepared before many months, 
giving many interesting facts 
about foreign stamps— what they 
are worth—what they signify— 
and what may be learned from 
them. Meanwhile we hope that 
all the readers who have written 
us, or have been tempted to 
write regarding the stamp-craze, 
will have found much valuable 
and useful information in this 
article. 
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We are indebted to the Scott Stamp & Coin Agency | 


of New York City, for facts contained in the above 
article.—Ep. 


VOLUMES COULD BE WRITTEN, 
filled with the testi- 
mony of women who 
have been made well 
and strong by Dr. 
Pierce's Favorite 
Prescription. 


It’s a medicine 
that’s made especially 
_to build up women’s 
~strength and to cure 
women’s ailments — 
an invigorating, re- 
storative tonic, soothing cordial, and 
bracing nervine; purely vegetable, non- 
alcoholic, and perfectly harmless. For 
all the functional derangements, pain- 
ful disorders, and chronic weaknesses- 
that afflict womankind, the “ Favorite 
Prescription” is the only guaranteed 
remedy. 


It must have been the medicine for 
most women, or it couldn’t be sold on 
any such terms. 


Isn't it likely 
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American lever Wits 
geod time for 9@cts. Toi 


i 2 genuine 
A il run and keep 
froduce at once intoever 
town our lew Brand ofCicurs, Fer 99 ceuts, ath 
willseu! during tie nex: G04 ys aNy person (either sex) 
Pilg? our beautiful Watcues, Who willsend us an order, 
eS ee for a box of our QUEEN OF MAN. 
(CiG ans. These are the very hest Ci- 
jars bet sell, and we are anxious to place them in the 
Serre agents “nd new cusiomers atoncs. We know of 
ms . rss way than to make such liberal inducements, 
Bois cure moker will give them @ trial, Every Trial 
‘ox is sure to sei] 100 others. Understand they are full 
tease Cigura, 494 inches long. re do not 
The Watch is made by one of 
Inost widely known American manufacs 
is " d nnd aujusted before leaving the fac- 
year warranted one year, We will ROP send 
‘dl in oui jeemount 18 too small. We will not answer 
je inquiries, we payetg time. mat we DO guarantee 
noney. ‘ostage 20 cents extra, 
Bito8 £0.62 Fulto: s*. 0 ¥ 
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A NICE STAMP ALBUM FREE. 


As you will notice in preceeding column, we offer 
a fine, good sized Stamp Album, bound in heavy stiff 
covers, Free, as a premium for only two yearly sub- 
scribers to “Comfort” at 25c.each. This Philatelist’s 
Album is arranged to contain about three thousand 
different stamps and is sold for 25c. if you do not care 
togetupaclub. Address, COMFORT,Augusta,Maine 
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aS containing rolled GULD 
g CHALN, enameled - 
“French diamond 
scarf or stick PI‘, QOLD BUTTON, and 
our large illustrated catalogue by which 
‘ou can make $5.00 per day. This offer 
3 made tosecure Agents. H. KNOR- 
LOCH. 209 E. 85th N.Y. 


(GRAND Fite 


An elegant highly finished 
UPRIGHT PIANO will be given 
= to each of the first 100 persons who 

answer this advertisement and agree toshow it to 
their friends and help us make sales. If yon want 
& PIANO free write quick, 
U. 8. PIANO MFG ©O., 9 Murray St., N. ¥. 
simple wonderful discovery. 


118 Grand Articles FRE 


For only 12 cents to pay for our beautiful 16-page magazine for th 
will send, all absolutely free, Fine Rolled Gold Ring, Pearl T 
Gent's Scarf Pin, Rolled Id Cuff Button, Fine Pen, 6 Enye 
Sheets Note Paperand 100 Beautifully Colored Pictures, all dift 
send this immense package FREE as per above offer, or forfeit $100 
HOME CIRCL G CO., P, 0, Box 2628, New ¥: 













issued every oes 
all the news, latest 
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is received. Send at once. 
WEEKLY, NEW YORK 
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THE STANDARD GEM ROLLER ORG 


Is THE WONDER OF THE AGE. 
PLAYS OYER 600 PIECES. SO SIMPLE A CHILD CAN PLAY IT, YOU CAN GET IT 


Our Gem Roller Organ 
now stauds unparalleled iu the 
history of Automatic musical 
instruments. It1s as near the 
ideal of a perfect howe in+tru- 
ment as itis poss-ble to make 
it. Requiring no knowledge of 
music, any one can play the 
most elaborate and difficult 
pieces, such as Sacred Mu- 
sic, Waltzes, Schottischs 
Poikas, Quadrilies, Med- 
leys, Hornpipes, &e. itis 
aperf ct accompaniment for 
singing. It will Favo its cost in P 
one evening in furnishing mu- : pee 
sicata dance, Its 1eeds are . - 
full size, and furnish as much 
volume as an ordinary Organ. 











and : 
wear out. Finished & 
best of style and work 
it isa home beantifi 
sense, Just think 
full reed 


600 pl U ed | 
Ste Pincers Sete mena 
Schools. Now is the time 
siore, Jour bome with 


A Fow of the Tunes the Organ Plays: 
Sacred—Swect Bye-ana-Bye; Nearer, Mv God, to Thee; I Need Thee Every 
diers; Mold The Fort; Almost Persuaded; Wiiere is My Boy To-night? Bringing inte 
Name,Pleyel’s Hymn,F eceral Street, Rock of Ages,Old Hundred, Beulah Land,God Be Wi 
Gathering Home; Je Lover of My Soul; He Leadeth Me; Abide with Me; 
Fopular—Olt Folks at Home, Home Sweet Home, Auld Lang Syne. Nelly G 
man Hearts; Listen to the Mocking bird; Blue Bells of Scotland; Litthe Old Loy 
Marching | hrough Georgia; Dixie: Star Spangled Banner, Kitty Wells, “Gay Life 
Buceet, Sunset Kchottische, The Girl I Left Behind Me; Gen. Grant's Grand March; ie Daz: 
All applicants for organs wi'l please be sure to cnt this advertisement ont and enclose with 
go-n4 form, for Fix monthe’ snbscription to THE METROPOLITAN AND RURAL Home, @ large 
illistrated, Agrien!tnral and Family Montbly,on receipt of which our full descriptive catal 
list of trnes plavedt by the organ, describing how to apply f-r same, and the wi i hb 


¥: ' 'TROPOLITAN AND R 
be sent FREE, will be mailed to you, Address THE METROPOLITAN YORK CITY. 


AS IF BY MAGIC [fa 


OXIEN ELECTRIC PLASTERS BANISH PA 


| The Only Sure Preventative and Cure for that Awful “ Grippe”’ and Pneumon 
| The Plasters, by banishing pain, supplement the effects of the wonderful food for the nerves, which feeds 
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izes the system, and thns establishes a common-sense system of co-operative cure. Even in this age, so rich in mm 
electrical inventions, the discovery of the Oxien Electrie Porous Plasters marks an important era. Already 
of grateful men and women, who have by this magical agent of healing been transported from agony and help 
joy and activity, sing its praises, 

These Plasters differ from all others, in that they not merely give temporary relief, but when used in 
Oxien, the Wonderful Food for the Nerves, effect'a permavenut cure. And, while their effect in truly elect 
soothing, healing, aud pain-banishing erties render their action upon the network of nerves most agr 
senses. They. do not irritate or blister, soothe, heal, and strengthen, and may be worn by the most delicate amd 
tive person. Their construction is such thatthey may be worn on any part of the body, and say also be cat 
pieces and applied with equal effect in parts, thus making one plaster do fur many different ailments. 


HOW THEY ACT. 
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discovery which — 
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“PAIN & DISEASE DRIVEN FROM THE WORLD” 


OXIEN ELECTRIC POROUS PLASTER. 
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out for 
that Nourishment, Relief, 
and New Vigor w my cry 
jen, the Wonderful Food 
the Nerves, and Oxien 
lectric Plasters alone have 
been found to give. 


THEY ESPECTAL- 
LY HELP 


Sufferers who have either 
lost faithinmedicineorwho 
cannot or will not spend 
their lives in hopeless doc- 
toring; but will, by apply- 
ingan Oxien Electric Plas- 
tertothe small of the back 


racked systeins 4 
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every ten days, and taking Remedy whieh Baulshes of life pub 
the Wonderful F for the nels as a co- ; officially reeam 
Nerves, Oxien, as directed, operative eure Soothes, =f 
ex a NEW LIFE: ehh‘ Oxire, Meals, + 
ne of chronic an Cures, 4 
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been pronounced incurable, 
these magical prize specif- 
ics, by imparting Vitality, 
Power, and Youthful 
Strength to every organ, 
make new men and women 
of weak, faded, despondent 





Strength. 







STEREO @9 
A Joy tor the Weak and Wevry 
A Comfort tor the Desonndent and Hopeless, 
A Relief and Cure for the Suitering. 
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mortals. A True BLESSING fer all. daily receiving, 
— : y AS ae 
So astonishing are the enres wrought by this discovery, that many thousand men and women 0 10m 
who by their use have been lifted from conditions of hop les ness and helplessness, are already making not ony: 
fortable living by selling OXIEN and OXIEN POKUOUS PLASTERS, but are clearing 3 


$3,000 per year. 
E. J Convey, Liteh field, Tl! 
say enough for Oxien, the Won 
MRS. FRANKLIN HEMENWA 






No pain can stay where an Oxien Plaster is applied, and. 
ves. It is all and more than it is saidto be. . 
kinds of mediein 





t. 26, 1803, writes: 
ful Food for the 
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-» Oct. 11, 1803: — We have tried mar 





found nothing like the Oxien Plasters sr ne s troubles, or for any throat or lung trouble. aa 

Mes. 8. J. HERNING, Jordan's ©, \ings, Sept. 18, 1893: — The Oxien Piasters are doing me more good 2 
else L have ever taken in my life. ; 
ay oo: FINGA, Gage, N-Y., July 19, 1893: — Your Giant Oxien and Oxien Plaster are doing for my 
alles oO. " 


W. J. Core, Landrum, Ky., April 15, 1893: —I have used the Oxien Electric Plasters you sent me, and a 


sey that [am cured, sound and well, after years of suffering with my back. I tried everything, ee < 
| cai do as mueh work as anybody, aid can sleep sound all night; my former weight was 160, « . 
| would not have taken $100 for my two plasters and done without them, 3 . 
Mrs. E. BENpURE, Frankford. Minn., July 12, 1803: —I thin too much of Oxien, the Nerve Food, 


let this opportunity pass, as they have saved my life, and I meau to praise them to the skies. 


THIS COUPON 
coop 


Thatall may be able co test their virtues now, and to ent or cure * La 
or Pneumonia, we will send a sainple 25c. Plaster free, and $pecial hex of @ 
5x8 inches, 1f youeut ovt this coupon and enclose with MWe. pas i reFo! 
If not in need of the sample remedies yourself, you can make 40c, by sell 


50c. The Giant Oxie Go., Sole Prop’s, Box 831, Aug 


(@ THE PUBLISHERS OF THIS PAPER know the Giant Oxie Co., of Ai 
co be reliable, and assures the reader that they will do as 4 
SPECIAL The above great offer wax mserted in the December No. of ‘Comfort, and owing to ti 
* and fatal effects of “La Grippe” and Pneumonia since that time tt is again mr 
posé "4 enabling those who failed to arail themselves of this great opportuntt , (0 securc sa 
hous2hold remedies while so much sickness and misery stalks through the Ser During 
cold and unnealthy weather, we can only supply one sample to a family at this low rate, 50 
us a coupon pleasé allow some other family to avag] themselves OF the usa at ther -~~ ; 
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EpiTor's Nore, The following rules govern the 
publication of matter in this department, 


Contributors must without exception be regular sub- 
scribers to Comfort, and erery contrifition must bear 
the writer's own name and post office address in full. 


Original letters only, which deal with matters of 
eeneral interest will be published, They must be as 
DHrief, plain and correct as the writers can make them 
and may vary in length from one hundred to four 
hundred words. Only letters of exceptional merit 
and interest muy reach 660. Contributors must write 
on one side of their paper only. 

Every month a number of prize monograms com- 
posed of the writer’s initials, will be awarded to 
those sending the best contributions. These mono- 
grams, which will be most desirable ornaments for 
stationery, cards, ete,, will be ponies in connection 
with he respective letters, und new electrotypes of 
tame will be mailed, post paid, to the prize winners. 





$10 CASH PRIZES 810 


In addition to the foregoing, the following cash prizes 
will be paid monthly: 


lst. For the best original letter $3.00 
Qnd. “ © second best original letter, 2.50 
trd, “ “ third bi m be 2.00 
ith “ © fourth * we = 1.50 
ith, “ “ fifth a a “a 1,00 


Competitors for these monthly cash prizes must 
tomply with all the above rules, and in addition must 
bring wt least one new Cousin into the Comvrort cir- 
rle; that is, they must send one new subscriber with 
tach letter, together with 25 cents for a yearly sub- 
boriplion, 

These cash prizes will be announced monthly in 
this depurtment, 
So premiums will be given for subscriptions sent in 

Jer this Prize Offer. 

All communications must be addressed to Aunt 
Tlinerva, care of ComMForT, Augusta, Maine. 


CASH PRIZE WINNERS FOR JANUARY. 





Annie Clare Tobler, $3.00 
halith Williams, 2.50 
‘. B. Deane, 2.00 
drs. Ss. Pattison, 1.50 
Kate Pope, 1.00 


MONOGRAM-WINNERS FOR JANUARY. 
Leonora Werthmiller, Kate Pope, 
J. B. Deane, , Edith Williams, 
George W. Morris, Alice W. Shepherd, 
W. H. Bodell, 
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ESE owls of ours are keeping guard over so 
many interesting letters that you will want to 
hear from, that Iam not going to take up any 
more space this time thanI canhelp, The frst 
cousin to be heard from wears a familiar face 

snd has something interesting to tell us about Mam- 
moth Cave, 

“The cave is located in Edmondson County, and is 
a combination of grottoes und sink-holes, buving of 
the former about four thousand and of the latter five 
ecsix hundred, It wasdiscovered by aman named 
Hutchais, while in pursuit of a wounded bear, and 
eriginally purchased for forty dollars, but ia now 
ralued at three hundred thousand. the morning 
after our arrival, we entered a large ravine, and, as 
we approached the cave we beheld wu stupendous nat- 
tral arch at the mouth, It has a span of seventy 
f-et; and from the ledge above, a cascade leaps fifty 
leet to the rocks below, where it disappears, We 
went down a fight of steps leading tow long narrow 
cissage, Gur guide informed us that the air in win- 
ter, instead of rushing out as it does in summer, 
tushes steadily inward, This is caused by the differ- 
eoce in temperature, there being no paroentivle 
motion of wir when the temperature inside and out- 
side of the cave is equal. The temperature of the 
rave isniways 54 degrees Fahr. and is of singular 
purity. The main cave is forty to three hundred 
‘set wide and from thirty-five to one hundred, 
twenty-five feet high, It has several vast rooms. The 
trst we visited is called the Rotunda, In thisavenue 
are the ruins of the old saltpetre works. After view- 
tug, we passed on to the wonderful star chamber, 
Such is the striking resemblance to a beautiful starry 
bight, that, were one suddenly and unconsciously 

en under this subterranean mock sky, they would 
imagine themselves actually under the cover of 
aight! This optical illusion is caused by a profusion 
of white crystal through a coating of black oxide of 
manganese. Audubon's Avenue, was told, is sel- 
dom visited. There is just one thing worth noting 
about this and that is the vast number of bats that 
bang from the crevices like swarms of bees, which 
made me get out quicker than I went in. About one 
mile from the entrance we came to a huge rock, fifty- 
seven feet long, resembling a coffin. Lt is called 
‘Giant's Coffin’ and is of pure white stone. It wasa 
weird scene, wild and picturesque, and | confess that 
an involuntary shudder passed over meas I stood 
beside that massive stone, without which we would 
have been in inky blackness, darker than the darkest 
After a few moments’ silence, we turned and 
left the coffin to its solitude, and guided our foutsteps 
toward the river Styx. We visited the ‘Deserted 
Chambers’ and ‘Goran's Dome,’ and then retraced 
oar steps and crossed the ‘Bottomless Pit, hut not 
without ashudder, Itis 
one hundred and seventy 
five feet deep, As I 
stood on the bridge that 
Spans its craggy walls, 
and gazed into that dark, 
yawning abyss, my 
whole frame ‘quivered, 
Leuving the ‘Bottomless 
Pit’ we passed through 
the ‘Valley of Humilia- 
tion’ and thence entered 
Pensico Ave. Here we 
came to a narrow wind- 
ing way called ‘Pat 
Mun's Misery.’ No one 
weighing over two hun- 
@rad pounds cau puss through this avenue, and such 
@none must consequently leave the best part of the 
@av* unexplored. Happily our party, after much 
twisting and squeezing, all emerged into the ‘Great 
Relief." We crossed the river Styx by a natural 
bridge and after waliing a short distance came to the 
Echo river. This we crossed ona boat. 1 will not 
attempt to describe the beautiful sounds made by the 
water here. Between Echo river and Cleveland's 





_ eabinet are many wonders; and, but for lack of 


. 


, 1 would describe them. The latter is by far 
the most beautiful and magnificent in the cave, 
There were innumerable crystals hanging from the 
top of the vault, the richness and variety of which 

ite bewilders one, Crystallized flowers of every 
cription are found, It is a subterranean con- 
servatory where plants from every zone are wonder- 
fully aod pomamatetonily produced. The shifting of 
his dazuling floral display was 





an education, 
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delightful and fascinating in the extreme. The deep 
blue dome of heaven, bedecked with gold-fringed 
clouds, the waving fields of growing grain. or the 
blooming orchards with their rainbow-tinted flowers, 
could not be more beautiful than this noble speci- 
men of supernatural ort. Onthe third day after our 
arrival our party departed, loath to leave, for Mam- 
moth Cave affords a broad fleld for study," 
ANSIF CLARKE TOBLER, Box 199, Lawrence, Kan, 


And now! am going give you the simple story 
of a brave girl out in Kansas, who struggled und won 
I hope the thousands of girls who will 
read it will be fired with ambition; and instead of 
sitting weakly down and bemoaning fate because you 
were not born rich or lucky or gifted, will go aheod | 
and make # plane for yourself, as this plucky cousin 
bas done. Success to ber and all like her! 


“Tamagirl. But I think all Kansas readers will 
understand, when I say, we lived on an upland farm 
in the western part of the State 
and that father is a crippled 


to gotoschool, There are eight 
of us children, and we were far 
from rich, If [ could only teach 
ordo something toecarn a little 
money, what a great help it 
woul ! ButI well knew that 
IT could not answer the examina- 
tion questions given out at the 
County Institute, without a good 
school training. I thought over it a while and then 
one evening announerd to father and the entire fam- 
ily my intention to assist brother on the farm one 
year, and save the wages ofa hired man. Of course 
they all protested, and futher thought | was not 
strong enough, or did not understand what I was 
undertaking. But I did. ‘I am strong,’ I said, * 
am youngand strong and willing, and i'm going to 
work for loveand my board and clothes this sum- 
mer.’ I wound my arms around that dear old neck, 
gave the gray hairs a loving pat und then ran away 
to hide my tears. It wasn't long before we began our 
spring planting. Brother had raked and burned the 
corn-stalks and sun-flowers, and the ground wus 
ready for listing—(ploughing and planting.) Brother 
Was only twelve and ji was sixteen; he held the 
handles of the lister und I walked at one side and 
drove. I did not muke avery good driver at first, 
and we had twenty-seven polnt-rows in our first | 
piece. The rows were not very straight, but I said; 
there would be the more corn on them. I tried todo) 
better after thatand think I did. So the days went 
by until we had ninety acresin. Then cameo neat 
rain and washed out five acres which we relisted, 
That was adreadful task, and I hoped with all my 
heart never to have any more of it todo. When the 
corn Was up and ready to cultivate, brother and I 
each had a cultivator and it did not take us long to 

othrough ittwice. The chinch bugs were in it and 
it did not vieldas it should, But we shocked nine 
hundred shocks of fodder that fall, besides putting 
up the hay and drilling in fifty acres of wheat. I was 
brown when the autumn came, but strong and plump 
and hearty. It was not all fun. Some of the most 
trying days, as well as some of the very happiest al 
have ever known, were with brother in the corn | 
flelds, Now I know how romantic it would be to end | 
this narrative by saying I went to school, received a 
certificate and a school at fifty dollars a month, and 
at last married a rich professor, But I didn't. I did 
go to school the next spring,-though, and tried hard 
to pass the examination, I failed. But that disap- 

ointment was only « atenpbig-stone to something 
Rigiien. I made another effort and was successful; 
and then | secured alittle school out on the lonesome 
prairie at twenty-five a month.” 

EDITH WILLIAMS, Chico, Kansas. 

I wonder how many of the cousins have heard about 
General Tom Thumb and his wife, who were the first 
little pecnle tobe placed on exhibition, I think, be- 
fore the people. Everybody has heard of P.'T, Bar- 
num, that wonderful ‘circus man," who introduced 
them to the public. Here is something interesting 
about Tom Thumb's wife. 


“When a school sith, one of my teachers was a sis- 
terof Lavinia and Minnie Warren. Living in the 
adjoining district, she used to take them to our 
school occasionally, We larger girls enjoyed hear- 
ing them talk, When seated upon a desk, their feet 
just reached us os we sat on the seat in front. They 
were both very small then, and although many years 

assed, they grew no larger. They were pretty, with 

right black e Their shoes looked like those of 
alarge doll, Since then they have become known 
nearly allover the world, When Lavinia was of a 
marrlagenble age, the celebrated showman, Barnum, 
came to this town, and with him was Generali. Tom 
Thumb; (his real name was Charles 8S. Stratton, of 
eeRexts Conn,) He saw Lavinia and, they say, 
‘fell in love with her’; no doubt the love was mutual, 
for they were married. Minnie afterward married 
Major Newell, She bad a child, but both mother and 
child died soon after its birth. They were buried in 
one casket at the ‘Hill cemetery’ near here. General 
Thumb died several years ago. His widow married 
Count Magri, They, with his brother the Baron, are 
abroud most of the time, but sometimes come to the 





! romantic Indian legend which ! will give later on, 


= = 
fortable dwelling. More ambitious ones make adobes 
outof mud. Sun-dried bricks make avery comfortable 
house. They all have flat roofs and low ceilings. The 
Mexicans are a very superstitious race,and are devout 
Catholics, Their boy babies are named after some 
favorite saint; Juan or St. John being very popular, 
and Jesus being as cominon as Smith in America. 
All birthdays are celebrated with music and dancing 
fora day and night. Even among the lowest, the 
people are natural musiciang. Their bill of fare con- 
sists mostly of beans and red pepper; corn ground 
between two rocks and boiled, with pepperand mea 
they use to make Tamales. Pepper is their nationa 
dish, and they feed it to children so hot that tears 
stream from their eyes whileeating Outin the foot- 
hills grow mesquite bushes; from the roots thereof 
they dig wood, bringing it in on burros to sell to the 
Americanos for twenty-five vents a load, often pro- 
curing several loads from the root of one little bush 
two or three feet bigh. Ten dollara a month enables 
them to live well, according to their ideas. The very 
aged have a certain day to beg on; and at the close of 
itthe mendicant bas sufficient to Inst till his day 
comes again, Ona few feetof ground they raise pep- 
per, beans, corn and watermelons planted so thick 
you can scarcely tell which is which. The women 
Gre not neat abcut Lhe house, with the exception of 
their yards, which would be an example to many 
Americans. All have flowers of some description, 
Taken altogether, 1 think they are an inexhaustible 
study, showing traits of character both meritorious 
and deplorable,” Mrs. 8. Parrison, 
322 Senora St., El Puso, Texas. 


It may perhaps interest the cousins to hear of some 
of the beauties of the “sunny south,” If so, read thia 
description of the “Nacoochee Valley," a charming 
summer resort nestling among the mountains of 
north Georgia. A southern cousin describes very 
prettily a visit to this region, and to the high moun- 
tain named Yonah, 





“About this beautiful mountain there clings a 


hen we reached the head of Anna Ruby Falls, we 
stopped to rest on the bank of the stream whose 
waters flow peacefully on, unconscious of the great 
precipice just beyond where their sparkling depths 
will be dashed into a million erystal drops orate ery 
spray. The Falls are reached by a perilous descent 
down the mountain. Picking our way carefully 
down the narrow ledge—at first 
with bated breath—then with 
reckless impetuosity, we reached 
the foot of the Falls. As we 
gazed, awed by the sublimity of 
this grand piece of God's handi- 
work, we felt a thousand times 
paid for the fatigue and peril of 
our journey, There fre two 
Falls, one above the other; from 
the foot we huve a view of the 
whole, with the level plane that 
lies between. The whole is about two hundred and 








twenty feet high. From the foot, the water appenors 
lo escape from the sky, and dashes down a wall of 
solid rock to the gorge below. Added tothe grandeur 
of the Falls, are the great chasm with its ledges of 
massive rocks, the growths of ‘Mountain Laurel’ anil 
spruce—and above all the deep blue sky reflected in 
the clear waters of the stream. No wonder that the 
Indians, with their poetry-loving natures, wove 
many a romantic legend into the enchanted places 
which they frequented, One of the most beantiful of 
these is the following, famous in song and story. 
Yonah, a young Indian chief was enamored of 
Nacoochee, the lovely daughter of the chief of a 
hostile tribe, In vain did the daughter plea with 
tearful eves, for her lover; the old chief remained 
stony-hearted and vowed he would rather see her 
dead than wedded to his enemy, He was even so 
cruel os to tell her she must wed another chief, bis 
friend, and noted for his valor. Seeing the father re- 
main firm in his determination, and to save them- 
selves from so cruel a separation, the unhappy pair 
fled to the summit of Mt. Yonah. There, from the 
highest cliff, since known as ‘Lover's Leap,’ locked 
in each other's embrace, they threw themselves down 
the awful precipice into the gorge below. At the 
Falls of which IL have told you, midway on the 
precipice of rock, is a stone the exact size and shape 
of a tomb, The legend says that the old father, 
broken-hearted, found the bodies of the unfortunate 
lovers and selected the most beautiful spot in all that 
Selake & in which to bury them, at the beautiful 
‘Anna Ruby.’ So here, under one tomb, the faithful 
lovers rest, and ‘tis said that often on moonlight 
nights, one may see in the silvery mist, the spirit of 
the beautiful Nacoochee, which has wandered back 
from the ‘happy hunting grounds’ to keep watch over 
the lonely grave.” Kate Pop, Zebulon, Ga, 


tempted to coin money with silk-worms. 





‘old home’ fora rest. Her mother, who is more than 
eighty years old, lives there, also a brother, with his 
family; they are large people, They often pass my 
home, with their small carriage and pair of ponies. 
They all make a very pretty ap- 
negrance upon the street, Per- 
haps someone would like to 
know of our homestead. It and 
the adjoining land was once 
ovned by the Tory Judge, Peter 
Oliver; the Hall which be built 
i. 1710 was burned by a mob one 
dark night. J have heard that he 
and Andrew his brother (lieu- 
enant eovernon favoring the 
cause of the crown, were ob- 
liged to flee in th: night. They, with Governor 
Hutchinson wrote famous letters which aroused His 
Majesty. George III, against the colonies, Many dis- 
tinguished men used to visit there. Gov, Bowdoin, 
Sir John and Granville Temple, and others. Oliver's 
Walk is now, as it was then a favorite resort in eum- 
mer, overlooking the Nemasket river. The scenery 
is lovely, as a stranger sald,‘A real New Hampshire 
view.’ I understand that at the Berkshire Athenwum, 
in Pittsfield, Mass,, there isa piece of brick which 
was found in digging up roots of a tree, which stood 
upon the site of Oliver's Hall, When removing a 
stone in our garden in 1869, my father found a gold 
coin, dated 169%, with this inscription: Gulielmus ITI. 
Dei-Gra. Mug. B.R. Fra. ET. Hib Rex. The coin 





ence insilk culture. We procured some veges fram 
the silk station; the eggs nre about the size of mus- 
tard seeds and of a dark gray color, We put the 
envelope containing the little bag of silk worms 
eggs ona high shelf in the cupboard, One day on 
looking at our eges we found about athird of them 
hatched, We rushed about, got a board, nailed Inth 


around it, spread paper, put the worms on, and then | 


some o5age orange hedge branches, and the worms 
began tocreep upand eat, When we had to clean 
the trays we lifted fresh branches containing the 
worms off on papers, shook off the trays,and then 
replaced the branches with the worms. As the 
worms grew older we had to feed them twice a day. 
The silk worms require about six weeks from hatch- 
ing until the cocoons are finished; during this time 
they shed their skins fourtimes Eight or ten days 


! after the last molt, 


the worm prepares 
to skin its cocoon, 
It takes from three 
to four days to form 
acocoon and three 
more for the worm 
to pass into the 
chrysalis state. The 
cocoon consists of a 
continuous thread 
genera l- 
ly four 
hundred 




















was bright when found, and still remains so.” 
Miss J, B, DEANE, Box 385, Middleboro’, Mass. 


It takes all sorts of people to make a world—don't 
it?) And now let us read about another kind, 


“Having for a long 
time been an interested 
reader of this depart- 
ment, IT conclude to 
give you a short 
description of the Mexi- 
cans and their queer 
mode of living. Sur- 
rounded almost by bar- 
ren, scragey mountains, 
with Mt, Franklinoen the 
north, east and west, the 
Sierra Madres on the 
south in Mexico, and 
nestled at their feet on 
the banks of the famous 
Rio Grande, is situated 
the picturesque city of 
El Paso. Its population 
consists of 12,000 people 
ofevery nationality. On 
the outskirts of the town 
Mexicans build their 
houses, or harkells. It 
is very interesting to 
watch them build, After 
procuring enough dis- 
carded tin cans, old 
refuse planks, and posts 
to support the roof, it is 
aneasy matter to build 
their mansion of any de- 
sired dimensions. Mak- 
ing upa large quantity 
of mud, first having 
bound weeds to the posts, 
they proceed to plaster 
inside and out. Theroof 
and chimneys sre cone 
structed out of the tin 
cans laid upin mad, The 
result ig a warm, com- 


j 








A MEXICAN. 





SILE-WORMS FEEDING. 


our cocoons, atrinyed off the loose or floss silk, had 
over a pound, putthem ina mosquito bar bag, then 
in a little box with slats at each end, and sent it by 
express to the silk station, It cost us thirty cents to 
pay the expressage. We received acheck from the 
silk station for forty cents, leaving a balance of ten 
cents for six weeks’ work, When we think of our 
hands plerced and bleeding with hedge thorns, we 
feel that we got the experience while the silk station 
got the profits—if there were any." 
Mrs, H, CooLry, Box 312, Abilene, Kansas, 


The following I consider good enough to have won 
a cash prize, if the writer had complied with the con- 
ditions. Butshe didn't, and so we must be content 
to give her a monogram, 





b 
fie'll hold out first one 


Here is an amusing experience of one who at- | 


“IT want to tell the readers of ComrortT my experi- | 
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ASTONISHING “The Oriental Mlusion," with full 
dircetions, l0cts, F.W. Rhodes, Maple St., Lynn, Mass 
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Morphine Habit Cured in 10 


to 20 days. No 








at home, to esdlet we preparing od. 
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ALESMEN WANTED to-ell our goods by samples to the 
wholesale and retail trade, sell 
advanced for advertising and expenses, Permanent paluen 
Address with stamy, RING MFO. CO,, A 61,Chieago, D1. 
return mail 10,0 8q. inch, pieces of bright 
Satin, with neat stamped design on each 
1G-paye Ilustrated i . 
Free tiv’: Old Coins 
Send two stamps 
“AGENTS WA JELLT-Stin 
A bend 60c fora 
grows a beard on the smoothest face in 20 daya or 
money refunded. Never fails, Senton reeript of 50: 
imitations; none other genuine, Send for circular. 
Address, T.W.SAXE, box 122, Warsaw, Indinas, 
SERDAR 
VELVET and PLUSH ts set of and perfect your 
Pi ht at 51 f b 
fais, Asmtoh and Cistedhy taint eves at 
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UNIQUE SILK AFFAIR, Augusta, Maine. 
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for cts. ART STORE, 208 Augusta, Ms. 
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We desire to introduce our Goods Into every f 
ame 
Hy in the Country. To do this we must becoms 
known to them, and they tous. We want the name 
of every lady in the land, that we may send Famples 
of our Goods to. We have the fastest selling aud 
best taking line of goods ever offered, 

The above cut represents a box we have prepared 
Specially for the ladies from our large accumulation 
of Silk Reninants,&e. Kach Box contains from 100 
to 150 pieces of Silk, carefully trimmed, and 
specially adapted to all kinds of art and fancy work. 

colors and designs, With each 


Bae moet wen N Tal ie 

xis four skeins of the very best embroi 

asserted colors, Send usa 25 dents in manne te cong 
ment, 


and get this beautiful assort 
PARIS SILK AGENCY, 
74 (UURCH STREET, NEW YORK. 


omic Reeitati 

Kamous Comic Reeitations, 
This isan entirely new 

just published, and 

it contains coe hundred 
aod ten of the very beat 
humorous recitations, ag 
recited Ly the most fume. 
ous elecutionists of the 
day. These enibrace rec. 
itations in the Negro, 
Yankee, Irieh and Dutch 
dialects, both in prosa 
and Verse, as well as hu- 
Morous compositions of 
every kind and charao- 
ter. Amoug ita contents 
are: “The Bale oft 
Faith,” “The uteh- 
Man's Mistake,” “ The 
Conrtin’,"” wk Sny- 
der's Party,” “De Cake 
Walk,” “Unelo IThe's 
Roosters,” “ Watertitl- 
ions," “The Freckied 





Old Mose Counted,” 
Maloney’s Cow," “ 


Courtship,” *Jostar,” “Nora Mw 





|“ The Countryman at the Show, Intensely Utter.” 
“Taking Toll,” “How Sockery Set a Hen,” “Tim Mur- 
‘s Irish Stew,” “ Schneider's Tomatoes,’ “ What Trou- 


led the N’ r,"'and 86 others, The contenta of this book 


ected with great to in- 


MPA Aneneta Brat 
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paw and then the other in the 
most comical way. To see him 


play at hide and seek is too 
funny for anything. I take a 
bull and hide it. hen I am 


searching fora good place, Jip 
puts his head in acorner, or in 
the folds of Aunt Carrie's dress, 
until he hears me say ‘ready,’ 
and then he begins to aunt 
smelling around and now an 
then ea a | at me to see if he is 
‘burning.’ Ifhe finds it I give 
him a penny, and what do you soppene hedoes? He 
barks at it and puts it in his mouth and goes to the 
baker's and buys himself aroll. 1 know you won't 
believe what I am going to tell you, but itis true, 
and I will‘eross my heart to it.' The other day a 
beggar woman came to our door, and when Jip saw 
us giving her money and things he trotted ape 
,and came back with the last penny which he had 
earned, and offered itto her. When she said thank 
you, he barked, as much as to say, you are welcome. 
We couldn't help laughing at Jip’s charity. But you 
should see him play the wolf in Little Riding 
Hood. One of my dear friends and I taught him. Her 
doll is Red Riding Hood's grandmother and mine the 
little girl Red Riding Hood. We dress Jipup in a 
gown and cap and he makes believe he is asleep 
when Red Riding Hood comes in, just as well as an 
actor. But the little fellow has got so fond of my 
doll's carriage, that he deliberately throws her out 
of it when he is tired, to take a nap on her soft white 
pillow. Whenever | tell him to ‘say how do you do,’ 
e bows and barks; but he will not let strangers in 
the yard at all,and if they should try to enter he 
would bite them, But he likes children, and would 
not bite them. I nearly left out the most important 
thing. He goes to the t-office and gets the mail, 
and once he went after it and found a dollar bill. He 
picked it up and brought it home. 1 could tell youa 
great many more of his wonderful tricks, but it 
would make my letter too long.” 
LEONORA WERTHMILLER, 80 North Washington St., 
Tiffin, Ohio, 
Although it is cold weather, perhaps some of the 
cousins may be interested in the description of a 
clam-bake. 


‘During the summer months steamboats run every 
half-hour from Providence, R. 1., to the various shore 
resorts on Narragansett Bay, where there are dining 
rooms capable of seating between two and three 
thousand at one time. These are frequently filled 
several times in a day, from which fact some idea of 
the popularity of the clam-bake can be obtained. I 
don’t know the average number of bushels consumed 
daily, but I have known five hundred bushels cooked 
atone time ata single resort. The clams are cooked 
vutofdoors. A circle of stones about the size and 
shape of a man’s head, are placed in position on the 
sround, The circle may be from five to fifteen feet in 

ameter according to the number of clams to be 
baked, Upon these stones is piled cord wood, over 
which wre placed large paving stones. The pile is 
ignited and when it has burned out the stones are 
very hot. The ashes are swept away and over the 
stones is placed a layer of rock seaweed several 
inches deep. Upon this are spread the clams, previ- 
ously thoroughly rinsed with sea-water. On top of 
the clams are placed wire baskets containing live 
lobsters, sweet potatoes, blue fish and dressing. The 
whole is covered with sail-cloth and over that is 
spread another layer of sea-weed, The rock-weed, 
in contact with the heated stones generates steam 

which cooks the clams, at the 
same time giving thema flavor 
which cannot be produced in any 
other way. From twenty 
minutes to a half hour is re- 
quired for cooking. The clam- 
bake is peculiarly a Rhode 
Island institution. Although 
they are served at numerous 
shore resorts outside of the 
State, they are never equal to 
those of Narragansett Bay. This 
is largely due to the fact that the 
clams which are dug here are more uniform in size 
and have a thinner shell than elsewhere. This fact 
was known to the Indians several hundred years ago 
before the settlement of the State. Mounds of shells 
have been found at several points near the shore that 
were left by the Indians, Besides shells, many other 
Indian relics such as arrow-heads, stone hatchets, 
ete., are found. I have in my possession quite a num- 
ber of shells and arrow-points that were found a few 
vears ago in one of the mounds, If any of the cousins 
ure interested in such relics, I will be pleased tosenda 
specimen to such as will enclose return postage.” 


GEORGE W. Morgis, 4 John St., Providence, R, I. 
Let os turn our eyes southward now, and look for 
waving pines, 


“As I've never seen a letter in ComForT from 
Aiken, 8. C.,(my home for more than two years), I 
thought some of the sick cousins might like to hear 
something about this noted winter resort—the Mecca 
of consumptives and all others with throat and lung 
diseases. ‘Tis a beautiful little city of 3,500 inhabi- 
tants, with streets 200 feet broad, laid out with smal! 
parks and planted with shade trees, with many 
beautiful residences surrounded by large yards and 
gardens filled with shrubbery and lovely flowers; so 
there is plenty of space between next-door neighbors! 
There are many beautiful drives and places of inter- 
est in the neighborhood, and gayeties for those well 
enough to enjoy them. An effort is being made to 
raise enough money to build a ‘Sanitarium’ for the 
benefit of such invalids as are not able to stand the 
northern winters, and yet can only pay asmall sum 
for nursing and attention. Thousands would be so 
much benefitted by it that I hope it may be erected 
soon, as they own the ground on which to build and 
have $500 in money towards it, Being lighted by 
electricity, with telegraph and 
telephone offices, and on the 
direct daily route from New 
York to New Orleans and Jack- 
sonville, Florida, via Washing- 
ton, D.C., and Richmond, Va., 
it is quite accessible. The 
climate and temperature are 
the same as that of Nice, Italy, 
and this being the common 
water-shed of the Savannah and 
Edisto rivers, and also owing to 
its elevation of 565 feet above sea 
level, the soil is so porous that mud is unknown; the 
water runs off so rapidly that an invalid can walk 
outan hour or two after a heavy rain. The usual 
mildness of the winter, with bright sunny days, per- 
mit the sick to go out and enjoy the remarkable dry 
and pure air, laden with life-giving fragrance of the 
pine forests which surround and protect Aiken from 
iigh winds. This wonderful climate has wrought 
miracles upon many; but a great mistake is made by 
leaving too early in the spring, and going north the 
most trying month in the year—cold, bleak March. 
Invalids should remain til] May or June. If one can- 
not spend the whole winter in the south, then come 
in January or February and stay until the middle or 
last of April, then go to Asheville or Trion City, N. 
C., until June, when you will feel and appreciate the 
benefits of the Aiken air." Yours truly, 

ALICE W. SHEPHERD, Aiken, 8. C. 


low many of the cousins have ever tried amateur 
photography? Those who have will be interested in 
the following. 


“I am a professional photographer, and that is 
what lam going to talk about. Of course most of 
you have had your pictures taken, but very few know 
how fascinating the work is, although it is possible 
for you all to understand it if you wish. When I 
commenced I bought a camera about like the one 
CoMPORT offers, Six months later I went into a gal- 
lery to work and a month after I was ranning a gal- 
lerv of my own, That was a year ago, not very long, 
«h? IT don’t pretend that I know everything about 
> Lotography, but I can take a picture, and am going 
to send Aunt Minerva one that I 
took. Now cousins, if you want 
fun, just exert yourselves a little 
and get up a club and é:rn a 
camera from ComPrortT, I am 
sure it will please both you and 
your friends; and I advise vou, 
after you have taken the first 
picture, to go to your local 
photographer and have him de- 
velope it, and ask him to let you 
accompany him into the dark 
If he isn’t a crank, he will explain many 
I should like the cousins in 











room, 
things worth knowing. 











the southern and western states to write to me, as I 
will make it to their interest.” 
W. H. BoDELL, Romeo, Mich. 


Yes, he sent a beautiful picture of a little child, 
and it hangs on Aunt Minerva’s desk, just under the 
owls, all the time! 

And now here are a lot more letters which we shall 
have neither time nor space to open this month. 
Among tiem is a good ene from Frank P. Beail, Der- 
wood, Md., on patents, a subject already covered by 
an article in this number of ComFrorT; and others 
from Willie May Brook, Lexington, Ga., on teaching; 
Mrs. Isadora Clark, Elliott, Iowa; Lena Myrtle 
Brown, Doddy, Ky.; A. W. Ellis, Wellington, Kansas; 
Maggie Lothian, New Buffalo, Wyoming; Daisy M. 
Keathley, Wilmington, N. C.; Hattie E, Hagaman, 
Temple’s Mills, Fla.; Nellie E. Leacock, McLane, 
Erie Co., Pa.; Anna Ordway, Mapleton. lowa; 
Claudius 0. Philbrick, Ord, Neb.; Dora Charles, 
Pittsburgh, Kansas; Leonie A. Hooper, Wanchese, 
N. C.; Lorena H. Houghton, Mona, Utah; Miss Lina 
Craig, Davis City, lowa; Lula M. Fiscus, Wadsworth, 
Ohio; Julie Addington, Adairsville, Ohio; Ira Reeley, 
Baltimore, Md.; Ilda Fenton, Attica, Wis.; Ethel Par- 
ratt, Exira, lowa; Inez Lundy, Magnolia, I1l.; Carl 
Fleming, (no address given). 

Many of you do not know that in order to get your 
letter into any particular number of our paper, it 
should be sent at least three months in advance. 1 
received ever so many letters intended for the Christ- 
mas n mber long after the December issue was made 
up. ComFort, like any of the large monthly maga- 
zines, is necessarily entirely planned out and put in 
shape several weeks before it comes out. Conse- 
quently when stories and letters reach us the last or 
even the middle of one month marked for competi- 
tion in the next, they stand a poor show, Our cash 
prizes are taking splendidly, Are you trying for one? 

Before closing I desire to call your attention to the 
new and original department which has been added 
to CoMPoRT on the last page of this number, and 
which is called Comrort's Palmistry Club. I think 
(just between ourselves, you know) that it is going 
to eclipse all the other departments of our beloved 
paper. “Digitus,” who has consented to conduct this 
department, is certainly capable of making it do 50, 
and it will cover novel ground. No other paper has 
ever taken up the subject of palmistry in anything 
like this generous, thorough and scientific way; and it 
is pretty certain that it will create something of asen- 
sation. I want you all to read it very carefully. 
Probably some of you have looked into this matter 
already, and to such I need only to mention that, we 
have a CoMrorT Palmistry Club. Others will per- 
haps treat the whole matter with incredulity, and to 
such I must say that only after one has thoroughly 
studied a subject, has he or she a right to criticise it, 
Read that article, and you cannot help becoming in- 
terested, And sometime, perhaps in the next issue, I 
will submit my hand to our illustrator and Digitus 
may tell you what he sees in it. 

AUNT MINERVA. 





— 





CONSUMPTION CURED. 

An old physician, retired from practice, had 
epee te in his hands by an East India missionary 
he formula of asimple vegetable remedy for the 
speedy and permanent cure of Consumption, 
Bronchitis, Catarrh, Asthma and all Throat and 
Lung Affections, also a positive and radical cure 
for Nervous Debility and allNervousComplaints. 
Having tested its wonderful curative powers in 
thousands ofcases,and desiring to relieve human 
suffering, willsend free of charge toall who wish 
it,this recipe,in German,French or English,with 
full directions for preparing and using. Sent by 
mail, by addressing, with ake naming this 
paper, W.A. Noyes,820Powers' Block,Rochester,N.Y 


———— 


CRIP ABOARD A LICHTSHIP. 


Capt. Bearse of steamer Gen. Whitney, which 
arrived at New York Reroey from Boston, 
reports speaking the Vineyard sound light- 
ship yesterday. She needs medical assistance, 
as most of the crew are sick with the grip. The 
light house inspector at Boston will send 
medical aid at once, either from Woods Holl 
or New Bedford. 








A“RUN DOWN™ 
and ‘ used-up” feeling is 
the first warning that 
your liver isn't doing 
its work. And, with a 
torpid liver and the 
impure blood that fol- 
lows it, you're an ped 
prey to all sorts of 
ments. 

That is the time to 
take Dr. Pierce’s Golden 
Medical Discovery. As 

F an appetizing, restora- 
tive tonic, to repel disease and build up the 
needed flesh and strength, there’s nothing to 
It rouses every 0 into health- 
ful action, purifies and enriches the blood, 
——— we rd whole system, and restores 

ealth and vigor. . 

For every disease caused by a disordered 
liver or impure blood, it is the only guaran- 
teed remedy. If it doesn’t benefit or cure, in 
everv case, you have your money back. 

$500 is offered, by the proprietors of 
Dr. Sage’s Catarrh Remedy, for an in- 
curable case of Catarrh. Their remedy 
perfectly and permanently cures the 


worst cases. 





equal it, 








HAVE YOUR OWN WORLD ON HAND. 
The Columbian Globe {sa great geographical toy 
mode 





‘or young or old, being made of heavy g¢: and got- 
~~ ten ap in bright Litho- 
graphic colors; it is agrand 


object lesson Toy or useful 
ornament, showing the 
grand divisions of both 
+ hemispheres, the route over 
which Columbus sailed in 
1492, and a picture of the 
ship Pinta in which he 
sailed. Every one under- 
stands how necessary @ 
globe is in the study of 
geography. The child who 
has one will make double 
the progress that the child will make who has none, 
and for all practical purposes ours is just as good as 
one costing five or ten dollars. Ours cannot be 
broken, no fear of the children breaking it. Agents 
wil) make money selling them, because every school 
boy or girl will have one, and one or more can be sold 
to every family. They even amuse small children to 
use as'a Football. They come same as the other 
stuffed toys, 50 You can fill and sew up, no cutting 
out, Ifyou send 12¢. for a three months" subscrip- 
tion to ComFORT, We will send one free postpaid. 
Address, COMFORT, Augusta, Maine 
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¢ . 
Is a very large and very interesting, illustrated literary and family pub- 
fication. In order to secure 100,000 new subscribers, for only Thirty- ] 
five Cents we will send THE HEARTHSTONE for one year, together with 
Twenty Complete Novels by Famous Authors. . 
These Twenty Novels en bright, breezy — vy cae are — 
in readable type, from new plates on good quality of paper, illustrated. & 
sparataceats tis books ourselves and therefore save all intermediate profits. The ( 
Twenty Novels are as follows: 
THE TRUE LOVE OF HER LIFE, | ALTHOUGH HE WAS A LORD, 
BY AMANDA M. DOUGLASS. BY MRS, FORRESTER, 
UNDER THE WILL, IN DEADLY EARNEST, 
BY MARY CECIL HAY. BY ELLA CHBEVER THAYER, 
WANTED—A WIFE, MISS RIVERS’S REVENGE, ¢ 
BY JOHN STRANGE WINTER, BY HUGH CONWAY. 4 
$ ONCE LOVED NOT FORGOTTEN, A WOMAN'S PLOT, 
BY WALTER BESANT. BY AMANDA M. DOUGLASS. 
HOW HE WON HER, TWICE SAVED, 
BY RETT WINWOOD. BY AMELIA B. EDWARDS, 
MYSTERY OF STIRLING HOUSE, | HE LOVED AND RODE AWAY, 
BY MARY A. DENISON. BY MRS. J. H. RIDDELL. 
AN ENGAGED MAN, THAT LAST REHEARSAL, 
BY EIRENE KNOWLTON. BY ‘“‘THE DUCHESS. 
MY HUSBAND AND I, THE LIFTED VEIL, 
BY COUNT LYOF TOLSTOI. BY GEORGE ELIOT. 
THE BEAUTIFUL WIDOW, SHE LOVES AND LIES, $ 
BY MARTHA H. WILLARD. BY WILKIE COLLINS. 
A HOUSEHOLD SAINT, LUCY’S LOVER, § 
BY MRS. W. H. PALMER, BY KATHERINE 8. MACQUOID. 
® ; mak 
Note This elriranintainecnd eas acy iweccencnyeaa 9 
would therefore cost $2.00 to + 5.00, 
Upon the receipt of Thirty-five Cents, in silver, postage stamps or posta] note, we will send 7 
Tue Heantustone for one year and all the Novels montioned above. Not one novel but the whole 
list of Twenty. Address N, Y, HEARTHSTONE, 285 Broadway, New York. ¢ 
FSVESVeSEseseVqstVSVesqssspspspessqsseseseseseses ss 








A SOFA PILLOW TWO FEET SQUARE. 
A Souvenir Sofa Pillow Cover two feet square, FREE, A Great Work of Art—a genuine Comfort 
Sofa, Lounge and Chair Pillows are 


the n 











niu 


eu é 





The 


qT fa, three Easy Chairs, Small Table, Foot Rest, Folding Sereen, Easel and Picture. 

Set. Dining Tabie, four Dining Chairs, and handsom 

ing Case, with mirror, Wash Stand, Towel Rack, Foot Stool, and three Chairs. The 

rich mahogany color, and when cut out, and set up, 
rep 


So 
jug 
furniture is inted on hearty card board, tn 
looks exactly like real furniture. and corree 
of the present day. The set consists of tw 






nish Dolly's house, and delight Dolly's little mamma. 


use ina 
pieces will be sent complete and post-paid for 


THREE SETS DSLLS FURNITURE 


25 DIFFERENT PIECES \ 
PARLOR o-Ganmoer Se 


furniture comprises a Parlor Set, consisting of Upricht Plano, with 


w minutes, from the plain directions seut with cach set. 


All City Homes have from three to a dozen in all 


signs in these unique and comfortable articles. 


ecful and sensible articles one can have around the Sher 
L 
rooms, it is a great fad to get up newand novel ee 


A 


bright artist has designed a lasting souvenir of the 


Columbian Exhibition, 
durable, pretty goods in no less than fifteen 


They are gottenup in good, 
color 


and shades, and make a bright and striking effect for 


any room. Besides the Flags of 25 Nations you 


cab 


see the American Eagle perched on the shield of the 


Union over the Administration Building. 
four corners 
hibits. That famous warship Illinois being prom 


Im the 
ou notice the Naval and other ex- 


i- 


nent and surrounded by electric launches apd otber 


pleasure boats. The Art Palace before which 
float the gondolas of Venice. 
ery building standing by the lakeside bathed 
light of a 
guarding its wonderful works of the new four 
science. This is all portrayed onadeep blue fie 
embellished by twining vines, myri stars ar 


graceful festoons of drapery. As they are now beir 


lazily 
A view of the Machin- 
in the 
ull moon, and the Electrical Building 


ud 
ld 
ed 


turned out to fill large advance orders we adwise al) 


to send forasample and you then can decide he 
per & you want for your own home orto sell 
neighbors. Every 


least two, one for front and back of a pillow. 


te 
rsonin the land will want at 
As 


ou probably have plenty of cotton,down or feathers-oa 
and, and they only require to be filled and sewed to- 
gether, they come within the reach of ali,and we give 


each; 2 for .; 'for 50c.; one dozen for $1.00. 
Address, COMFORT, AveusTa, MAIN}. 
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stool, Centre 
Din- 
Chamber Set, 








» Board 






“sents the hance ne and expensive furniture 
ye different pieces, which will completely fur 
Any one can set up the furniture ready for 
One lot of twenty-five 





25 cents, or three lots for 40 cents, 


MORSE & CO., Angusta, Maine, 









your 
14th 


— to you. Refer 








Artistic Life-Like CRAYON PORTRAIT—FRAMED, 

complete, absolutely FREE—provided you will show it to your friends 

and recommend our House. 

phote and send itto NEW YORK ART UNION, 63-65 West 
treet, New York, We will forfeit $100 if we do not keep our 

ou_to all Mercantile Agencies, Banks and 

xpress Companies in New York City. 


A SILVER SOUVENIR 


FOR 30 DAYS ONLY. 


If you will send us a photograph of 
yourself, or any member of your family, 
living or dead, we will make you an 


ut your name and address on back of 


OF THE WORLD'S FAIR 


The Great Ferris Wheel, The Giant of the 
Midway, Reproduced, on a Beautiful 
Silver Lace W ork Tray. 

A USEFUL ORNAMENT, an elegant card receiver, 
representing the finest 
invented, The Ferris 


et 
COMFO T, Augusta, } 
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 iiiegsanaoee Ancestors. 


WRITTEN FOR COMFORT, 





Vit, 1894, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 





DID we, or 
did we not 
descend 
from mon- 
keys? that 
is the ques 
tion. 
Accord- 
ing to the 
latest 
theory of 
evolution, 
we di 
Q And itisa 
& is being very generally accepted, even by 
ous, thinking people. Prof. Garner, who 
\ Africa several years studying the habits 
ms of monkeys, fully believes that they 
hat we shall yet come to understand the 
‘ monkey language, just the same as we do 
atin! 
iteresting study, whether one believes in 
\ furnished by the Darwinian theory. And 
jpfamily can never know too much about 
creation. 
che most wonderful and comprehensive 
written in such a way as to be interesting 
age reader, who knows nothing and cares 
entific terms, was gotten up after many 
ains-taking research by Professor J. G. 
of the greatest naturalists that ever lived. 
sural History contains 800 pages of closely 
|} thoroughly authentic and reliable mat- 
r with 500 illustrations. It is the standard 
rk on Natural history, and has heretofore 
hed only in that country, costing about 
in consequence. Now, owing to panicky 
Lthe recent triumphs inthe art of book- 
this country—by which a book may be 
Me, pasted and bound all in one great 
naged by one man—this masterpiece of 
can be furnished free to CoM¥FoRT 
leexplained on another page of this issue, 
Bly there is no longer any need of that ig- 
ithe part of the average public about the 
als which formneely prevaued And better 
both for men and the animal creation 
1em, if the knowledge of natural history 
~re wide-spread and general. If we only 
intelligence of our domestic animals, and 
re regarded by the great Creator, there 
ach less cruelty than at present. Surely 
ths the lower orders since he took pains to 
f) and to endow them with so much in- 
ai 
tl is utterly untameable, and so totally 
tito be insensible to the touch of kindness. 
®iany animals which are proof against the 
pied way of education, and which are only 
gore fierce and obstinate by the tortures 
which were formerly so freely bestowed on 
tecourse of training. But these very ani- 
teroved to be sensitive to gentle and kind 
, and, though fierce and savage towards one 
wepproached in order to torment, became 
tpabdued when in the hands of a tender and 
c owner. 


di hundred pages and numberless lifelike 
devoted to stories and descriptions of 
# little animals included in the monkey 
Bone who has not studied the subject can 
tl wonderful variety of the species, from 
leand baboon, as large as a man, down to 
Wreatures no larger than a kitten. 
took does not deal with monkeys alone. 
ty four-footed animal that ever lived is 
@ it, and that in sucha readable way that 
werests the old, the youngest reader may 
wmirstand it. Foreign, native and domestic 
o come in for comprehensive treatment, 
tean lwy the book down without a higher 
wé all. the animal creation and for the 
wet created them. Every kind of dog that 
he many varieties of cats, the different 
asrses with their relations and families are 






: and treatment of hydrophobia isa val- 
ment; while the curious and rare ani- 
tatural world furnish chapters of sur- 
rest. 
, or instance, a creature called the Taguan 
. a native of Australia. While it is lying 
sep in the depths of its arboreal retreat, 
m almost any foe except the ever-hun- 
c-watchful native of New South Wales. 
} seratch on the bark of a tree, or a 
that has adhered to the side of the aper- 
| ich the animal has entered, tells its tale 
> the black man as if he had seen the 
| send the tree and enter its domicile. He 
2 to gather fromthe appearance of the 
the aspect of the hairs how many hours 
d since the animal left the traces behind 
conjecture very accurately whether the 
ey is still within.. Should the indications 
table, the native proceeds to cut little 
.tree,in which he thrusts his toes and 
ascends the huge tree as easily as a brick 
up atadder. Having reached the aper- 
ikes the tree sharply once or twice with 
the hatchet, so as to learn, by the echo 
turned to the blow, the position of the ani- 
the hollow. He then rapidly cuts a hole 
+ tree into the cavity, seizes the concealed 
ts tail, jerks it out before it has time to 
1s or teeth, dashes it against the tree and 
the ground, dead. 
xey is not the only prehensile animal (a 
animal is one that can hang itself up by 
the world. There is acreature called the 
it lives in the South Sea Islands, In size 
Jarger than a large cat, and it loves to 
6. e tail of this creature is remarkably 
‘and the animal never seems to be con- 
this member be twisted round some sup- 
ect. Whenever the Cuscus thinks that it 
t,orthat itmay be seen by an enemy, it 
ly suspends itself by its tail from a 
Pthere hangs, swaying about in the wind 
leaves as if it were some lifeléss fruit. 
Cuscus isconscious of human gaze, and 
pended itself by its tail from a branch, it 
unterfeited death until it fancies that the 
rpast. Nothing will induce the animal to 
noe of life as long as the eye is not 


strange creature is the Sloth, a native 
‘ fies. The peculiarity noticed in all 
which there are several species, is, that 
the whole of their lives suspended, with 
| downward, from the branches of trees. 
éver gets upon a bough, but simply hooks 

ns over it. and hangs in perfect secur- 
ler to enable the animal to suspend itself 
ager of falling, the limbs are enormously 
fore-legs are remarkable for their length, 
$ of all four feet are furnished with strong 
ws. Upon the ground the Sloth is en- 
fits element, as its limbs are wholly un- 
‘supporting the weight of the body, and 
Ws cannot be employed as adjuncts to the 
dnly manner in which the Sloth can ad- 
n he is unfortunately placed in such a 
by misebing his claws into any depres- 
aay afford him a hold,and so dragging 
wly and painfully along. On the trees, 
eis quite a different creature, full of life 
(tion, and traversing the branches at a 
th is anything but slothful. The Sloth 
tin windy weather, because the branches 
| blown against each other, and permit the 
‘ass from one tree to another without des- 
the ground. The food of the Sloth con- 
ves, buds and young shoots. It appears to 
(need of water, being satisfied with the 
thich clings to the herbage on which it 


iwever, are but single instances of a world 
ral enriosities. We advise everyone to 
telves of the opportunity we are enabled 
providing themselves with a book so full 
‘and interest in everyday, matter-of-fact 


descended from monkeys, and whether 
is our own “lost language” or not, 
Y not be benefitted by 






— 
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a more complete knowledge of their strange and in- 
teresting habits. 

As our remarkable offer is made exclusive to Com- 
FORT readers, to get this book free, it must be added 
here that no i EY or paperin America, no mat- 
ter what its price ma e, will present so varied, 
valuable ahd entertaining matter during the coming 

ears as this marvel of newspaperdom, which costs 

ut twenty-five cents for a whole year. 





CURIOUS FACTs. 


4,000 Americans live in Paris. 

Coal brings $12 a ton in London. 

The Chinese had the first compass. 

Paris is the richest city in the world. 

Germany has 34,350,000 acres of forest. 

The world mails 8,000,000 letters every year. 

Great Britain had the first life-station in 1824. 
There are 850 protestant missionaries in India. 
Sunflower-paper is the latest thing in Kansas. 
England’s wealth is estimated at $50,000,000,000. 
There are now 50 abandoned ships on the Atlantic. 
Goethe, the great German poet, was a tailor’s son. 
A Scotch castle has cost 5 million dollars to build. 
About 4,000,000 copies of the Bible are sold annually. 
There are now 165 women ministers in this country. 


Euclid’s Elements of Geometry dates back to 300 
B.C. 


A single bakery in New York makes 20,000 pies a 
day. 

The first United States war-ship was a cruiser of 
1775. 


‘ Canals stretch over 25,817 miles of the world's sur- 
‘ace. 


They have three barvests a year in some parts of 
India. 


A single cheese, made in Canada, weighs 22,000 
pounds, 


New York State hasa larger population than all 
Canada. 


A stone saw, in use at Rutland, Vt., does the work 
of 100 men. 


There are 80,000 stuttering children in the schools 
of Germany. 


12,000 bushels of oysters are éaten every day in 
New York city. 


Paper false teeth are a modern achievement— paper 
bed-quilts also. 


A locomotive engineer travels on an average, 20,- 
000 miles a year, 


The roof to Greenwich Observatory, near London, 
is made of paper. 


Termite ants in South Africa often have nests 
twelve feet high. 


Aman in Kansas City has a step-son ten years 
older than himself. 


Hydrographic engineers say the Gulf of Mexico is 
one foot higher than in 1850. 


The world’s steam-power equals 49,000,000 horse- 
power, or that of 1,000,000,000 men. 


A gum tree has been discovered in Australia that is 
415 feet high—the tallest tree on earth. 


The coldest place in the world isthe interior of 
Alaska which is 80 degrees below zero. 


It took 21,000 soundings and 8,000 borings to ex- 
cavate Hell Gate—near New York City. 


Dr. Samuel Johnson’s (the writer) armchair was 
recently sold at auction in Wales for $275. 


The first dictionary was compiled by the Chinese 
about 1100 B.C. and contained 40,000 characters, 


A bridge in China is five and one-fourth miles long 
—and a tunnel in Mexico is 32,800 feet in length. 


An apple-tree recently blew down in Connecticut, 
which was known to be a century and a halfold. 


In every mile of railroad the space left between 
rails for expansion amounts to seven feet fourinches. 


The earliest coins made for America were cast in 
Bermuda in 1615. Only two pieces are now in exist- 
ence. 


During the past 20 years, 328,000 divorces have been 
granted in this country—90 per cent of them to 
women. 

Of the $9,050,000 worth of silver used annually in 
the United States, $2,500,000 is made into solid spoons 
and forks. 


A Harrisburg, Pa., man hasan umbrella that has 
been . the family 105 years. Probably it has never 
been lent, 


So great was the year’s catch of whales that the 
price of whale-bone is only $2 a pound, lower than 
ever before. 


There are, according to the last census, twenty in- 
habitants forevery square mile of territory in the 
United States. 


Catarrh is almost unknown among Quakeresses— 
doubtless because their bonnets area real protec- 
tion to the head. 


In a ton of gas coal there are 1,500 pounds of coke, 
20 gallons of ammonia water and 140 pounds of coal- 
tar, besides the gas. 


A Vermont paper-mill has just closed a contract 
with the U. 8S. government for 600,000,000 postal cards, 
which will amount to 11,000 tons. 


An Indiana woman has been married three times 
and divorced as many. She is now nineteen years 
old and looking for number four, 


Of the 1,500 medals awarded to exhibitors in the 
Women’s Building of the World's Fair, the Mexican 
women got the largest proportion. 

The parachute was invented by a Frenchman in 
1796; and the first use of it in this country was at 
Philadelphia early in this century. 

A San Francisco tailor sold a suit of clothes some 
years ago forasmall plot of land. The same plot 
was sold by his heirs recently for $727,000. 

Great Britain’s public debt is $3,355,000,000. At the 
beginning of Victoria’s reign it was $4,251,000,000. 
$33,000,000 was paid in one lump last March, toward 
liquidation. 

Only one paper is published within the Aretie Cir- 
cle, and thatis at Cape Prince of Wales, Alaska. It 


"ean easily boast of the largest circulation in the 


Arctic region, 

The Pacific Ocean covers 71,000,000 square miles; 
the Atlantic, 35,000,000 miles; the Indian, 28,000,000 
miles; the Antarctic, 8,500,000 miles; and the Arctic, 
4,500,000 miles. 

In Luxembourg people wanting work have only to 
make application to the head of the post-office de- 
partment, to have their wants advertised in every 
post-office in the grand duchy. 

Among towns in this country, named for early ex- 
plorers, there are 20 Columbuses and 27 Columbias. 
There are five towns named Americus and three 
America. Raleigh, De Soto, La Salle, Marquette, 
Hennepin ond Hudson are remembered. Champlain 
has a single place named in his honor. Roberval, 
De Monts, Argall, Iberville, Frobisher, Georges, 
Cartier, Balboa, Dablon, Brassuri, Baffin, Bering and 


Goswald have none. 

D 4 a week can be made 
$12.00 to $35.00 working for us. Par- 
ties preferred who can furnish a horse and travel 
through the country; a team, though, is not neces- 
sary. A few vacancies in towns and cities. Men 
and women of good character will find this an ex- 
ceptional opportunity for profitable employment. 
Spare hours may be used to good advantage. B. F. 
JOHNSON & CO., 1ith and Main Sts., Richmond,Va. 


Sure Cure hours. 


] For EPILEPSY FITS in 24 hours. Cure Guar- 
} 4 anteed. A. A. FERDINAND, St. Louls, Mo. 


AGENTS MAKE $5 a Day Utensil invented. 


etails 35 cis. 2to 6 soid in a house. Sample pcst~ 
age paid, fivecents. FORSHEE & CO.cincinnati,oO 














Greatest Kitchen 








sample ofour 1000 BARGAINS we will send FREE this 
paral Rubber Fountain Pen, Warranteda perfect writer, & im- 
pd HL Bargain On Ces for loc. to cover postage. 
BT, H. INGERSOLL & BR joy G5 Cortlandt St,, N. ¥. City. 
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; Copyright, 1894. 
VALENTINES FOR ALL SUBSCRIBERS. 


Besides the usual spread of good things, the Febru- 
ary number of Comrort, will contain many in- 
teresting items about Valentines, and it being the 
month when “Birds choose their mates” and Cupid 
is supposed to be very active, we are going to mail 
a package of cute little Valentines in Lithograph 
Lace Work, regular Cupids Darts, FREE to every 
one sending six cents for a three months’ trial sube 
scription. Address, COMFORT, Box 359, Augusta, Maine, 

Rs == setae = PSE 
WILL LAST A FAMILY FOR YEARS. 

Every one realizes the importance of marking 
their clothing with Indelible Ink. We have a wone 
derful Pen with which you can not only write on 
clothing but write letters with also; you simply as 
it in cold water and write in the ordinary way, an 
after marking your clothes with this magic article 
you cannot Ball oF wash the name out. It comes ina 
handsome little case, and as we wantagents to handle 
it with other goods, we will mail one free if six cents 
is sent for postage, etc. 

MORSE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 


PESSSHST STS SSSTTELESTSESESE 
115% Ferass ey pur Gynsteate 
capital may be multiplied br our Speculat- $ 





market and successful operators. Book with 
full information and testimonials of our 
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DETECTIVE waxii pnts Deccure uncer 
fostructions. Experience unnecessary, Send stamp for 2 
tionlara. Navionat Deractiva Buaxav, Indianapolis, 


KING 233%. .FREE 


Every one warranted. Sent for exam- 
ination free, Read this won- 
derful offer. 


$ 85 KING 
SS VIOLIN 


This ts a bargain. We guar- 
antee the King violin eqnal 
in ance toa $25 instrument or money refunded 

on the Itallan model, made of best seasoned wood well 
together; ebony finished floger board, tail plece and pegs; 
maple neck, We sell the 
sivertise it. The price includes violin, bow 
ished pasteboard box and a piece of rosin. 


extra. 

SPECIAL VIOLIN. Same as 
$5 35 Rina: it has had a longer seasoning and has 
been sélected especially oneaccount of its excellence of tone. 

SSE 


$6. turTAR 


— 
A thoroughly satisfactory in- 
strument, equal to any other guitar that sells for $15.00. We 
guaraoive it inevery respect. It must not be compared 
with the cheap guitars usually sold. Ths firger board is 
carefully adjusted so that the strings lay closely to the neck, 
making it easy to play epee The back and sides and neck 
are genuine mahogany finish, beautiful colored inlayin, 
around sound hole, patent brasa machine head, eboniz 
tall piece. We otfer the'‘King’’ as the best guitar for the 
price that has ever been put on the market. 

8 KING SPECIAL CUITAR. This is 

85 the same as above, say the wood js selected with 
more care as to the figure. The King special is finished in 
mah y, rosewood or oak. It is a beautifu) instrument, 
Ww cannot convey its true value. 
SS 




































It ie 
ad 

ine 
ing at this low figure in order to 


fancy marble fin- 
Woolen box $1.00 





many customers mailed free. - 
W. A. FRAZIER & CO., Lewis Bloek, PITTSBURG, PA. 


SSKESSSSSSSESSSSSSSSSS SESE SS 


REE We will send 12 Popular 
Songs, words and music, also 12 
a Complete Novels by most fa- 

memes MOUS authors, andthe largest and 
best Hoty paper inthe world @ month absolutely free if 
you send 1 @c.to pay postage. Thisoffer is made only 


§ 
g 
$ 
Fy ing system. We are expert judges of the $ 
§ 
$ 
$ 


$4. BANJO 
The King banjo hasa 11 inch nickle rim, woodlined, wired 
edge, mahogany finished neck, raised frets, perfect finger 
board. The neck is artistically shaped. This instrument fs 
made with extra care, is handsomely ornamented, carefull 
adjusted and supplied with extra quality calfskin head, It 
fully guaranteed and equal to any $10. banjo. Every banjo 
is carefully tested before denying fe iotey and fitted 
with professional strings ready for immediate use. 
$6 85 KING SPECIAL BANJO. | This in- 
. strument is same as above only somewhat more 
fancy, having positions on finger board dotted; it also has 
more frets than the other instrument. 


75 KING 
S7.MANDOLIN 


This mandolin is really « first 








































to introduce our paper in new homes. Order Quick. 
SOCIAL VISITOR CO., Box 3139, Boston, Mass. 


¢ MIRACULOUS ! 


POSITIVE CURE 
for Deafness, Rheumatism, 
Paralysis, Kidney, Livers 





is 





Nervous Troubles, and all class instrument, and fe fully guaranteed for ‘ect work- 
Chronic Diseases, by ourim- manship, quality of tone and durability. It nished in 
proved Life Giving Elee- mahogan or birch, has 9 ribs and is the genuine “Neapolitan” 
tric Appliances 100 page model; oblong sound hole with neat inlaying around it; ebon- 
book EF RHE. ized finger board, a perfect seale and care! modeled neck, 

The most careful workmen sre enployed in making the 


B. B. BLISS ELECTRIC CO., 
Iowa Falls, Iowa. 


TRICK SAVINGS BANKS. 


“King” mandolin. The cheap mandolins on the market are 
w and this {s the lowest price ever put on a first class 


instrument. We cuarantee it Io eve! et. 
$10.75 Kine SPECIAL “MANDOLIN. 








This is a very Same as above only it has genuii 
ingenious Bank, curly, maple rits, and fiuished in a more fancy style. 
which allow ene 
money, (u 7 Imstruction Books. 
the size of a We will send the genuine Bowers instraction beck fr th 
silver quarter,) aitar, mandolin. violin or banjo for45e, The regular price 


hooks is 75c. each the world over. They contafn simple 
methods for teaching the nner, also jigs, waltzes, and 
popalar sirs arranged from easy to the more difficult. 
Every player should have one. 


TERMS: 


Weask no money until you have geen 
the instrument. Send us your same and the ad- 
dress of your pearest express office, state the instrument you 
wish and we will send it to you FREE FOR EXAMINATION. 


to be put in very 
easily, but 

makes it impos- 
sible to get it | 
out, until you 

know how, and 
then it is done 
without any } 
trouble—it can 
be used over 





o ¢ The {nst: ts are all ‘stringed ready for use. If after 
na Me nd egain, delag you are satisfied that the instrument 1s well worth 
whic Ss a grea the price asked, you pay the e agent the amount and 

advantage over | it fe yours. If not the agent will return it at our expense. 


those banks 
which can be 
used but once, 
or when full 
Must be broken 
before the 
ee: money can be 
- taken out. It is 
made of polished wood, and is 3 1-2 inches high. 
Price 10 cents. Postage 3cents. 1 dozen, $1.00, 
Address, Comrorr, Augusta, Maine, ! 


"A GREAT FREE OFFER! *- 
A Lifetime of Puzzles, Pictures, and Pastime. 


The Greatest Wonder In America. 


THIRTY-FOUR YEARS OF A BUSY LIFE SPENT IN PERFECTING 


A PICTORIAL ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Re resenting every visible Noun, 13,150 thirteen thousand, one hundred and fifty pictures in all, 
(13,150). We are now able to present our readers with the most marvelous Historic production ever 


published. 
IT IS A COMPLETE PUZZLE. 


To give an extended explanation of the picture would require too much space and besides it would 
take away something of the charm of the picture, as can one experience more genuine satisfaction in 
making any discovery himself than in looking at an object after it is pointed out to him. We shall 
therefore attempt nothing more than to call your attention to a few of the thousands of objects 
plainly visible in the picture. 

It takes from 100 to 6,000 small objects to make some of the large pictures. Hold the picture be- 
Sore you, the eagle near the centre right sideup. Around the outer edge will be seen all of the princi- 
pal coins of different nations, and mixed in among them are several small circles in which are 
drawn many things curioys and quaint; one of them containing the Lord’s Prayer complete. Next 
inside these are the mara Re otione and the coats of arms are within the circles next inside the 
flags. Prominent among the objects around the edge of the square inside the flags are the principal 
Jiqures in Heathen mythology; Prometheus, Neptune, Mars, Mercury, the Sibyls, one of tke Nereids, 
and Cu d; with Adam and Eve and the Devil in the lower right hand corner. At the end of the 
eagle’s left wing notice a horn of plenty, that is made up of a@ rattle-snake’s rattles; each rattle 
forms a bag of |corn, flour, meal, etc.; the heads of the bags represent different species of butterflies, 
and the strings that tie the bags are feelers of the insects. Turn the bags upside down and it will be 
seen that they form the visor of a cap which coversa large head the outlines of which are plain! 
visible; reversing the picture you will see another large face having the same mouth and the eagle's 
right wing forming its nose. On the lefto f the picture you will oe ee boys, complete with but two 
heads, two ina sittingand two inareclining posture. Just below and a little to the left of the 
eagle two large eyes are seen, and the remaining features of a large face are plainly visible. The 
eagle is perched upon the staff of an American flag, which in turn forms a flute, a boat hook and the 
side of a harp; the second side of the harp is made by an iron fence, and the third by a ladder, and 
the ladder will be seen to form the barrel of a gun. The fine lines over the middle of the ladder form 
a gallows, from which aman is suspended. Underneath the eagle is an anchor, the ring of which 
fone einer ste ; re be rin aan be seen a ar big ty house,and a fe i rugged rock in 

e foreground. rn the eagle’s rz wing upwards and the rough rugged i 
form of the “Old Man of the Mountains.” cae rf a eee ee 

The above are sufficient to illustrate the character a the work, and we feel that it cannot fail to 
please both the old and the young, the educated and the uneducated, as every object to be found in 
every day life is represented thereon, and new objects will be seen every time it is examined. All 
who see it have to acknowledge that it is the most wonderful production of human skilland design 
ever executed, and in presenting it to the public we accompany it with a challenge to European and 
American Artists to produce its equal; and further we challenge the public to find the head of Geo, 
Washington, which is plainly visible; and to the persons exhibiting tous the four objects that 
occupy the largest space upon the drawing we will give the sum of #100.00. Photographs of the En- 
eyclopedia are for sale by agents at $1,24 each. 


OUR GREAT OFFER! ©OVREENT 


As this great object teacher should be in everyone’s home, and in order to get it there people must 
jirst see for themselves just what itis. So we are goi to give one thowasnd away to introduce to 
agents. If you want one of the pet thousand send 12c. for postage and we will mail you one of the 
large Encyclopedias, size 13x17. And if you afterwards order as many as a Dozen we will deduct 
the 12c. from your first dozen order. There are over 500 Puzzles and Rebuses pictured out in con- 





Nothing cam be more fair. We able to offer them at 
these low prices for every one will be an advertisement for ua 
and sell another. Every instrument is guaranteed as repre- 
sented. We refer as to our responsibility to the Editor of 
thts paper. Write today sure. Address, 


KING & CO., 


86 Calhoun FP ilace, 
CHICAGO. 








nection with other things, and it will be found to be the greatest curiosity ever saw. Youcannit 
make a dollar any easter than by ordering one sample now, for it will sel ick. 


Address. MORSE Ae (0) Ausrsotn Wn tn= 
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INETY-NINE people out of every hun- 
dred smile incredulously when the 
matter of fortune-telling is referred to; 
and yet, many of the greatest men and 


women who have ever lived, both in the | tie 
| tific, 


present and the past, have believed in 
ene kind of fortune telling. The reading of the 
future has not been made possible by man, but 
by the Creator; and in every human hand, is 
the unmistakable evidence of certain traits, 
and undeniable events. Here lies, if properly 
reud,at least one form of fortune-telling, that 
is neither fraud, guess-work or chicanery. 
What a wonderful thing isthe hand! It con- 
tributes not only to our support, but to our 
pleasure, our knowledge, and our worldly suc- 
cess. To be deprived of our hands is one of the 
greatest misfortunes that can befall us. A blind 
man sees through his hands and reads through 
his fingers. A deuf-mute talks by his; and 
many a cripple haying his hands, has been able 
‘to earn a good living. Misfortune may turn 
the hair white, or make the head bald; the 
voice may become broken; the eyesight grows 
dim with age; the whole frame totters, but 
there is something written in the hand which 
time cinnot wither or age decay, and which is 
<= aarti as the hand-writing on the 
wall. 
Like everything else that is good, there has 
heen in.the past much jugglery and humbug 
practiced under the name of palmistry, A 
good, reliable chiromancer (or palmist) is al- 


most as rare asawhite blackbird; but Comfort, | 


always in the van with new and original ideas, 
and ever seeking for something novel in the 
field of literature and science, lias secured the 
services of an expert who understands thor- 
eughly this somewhat mystical subject, and 
will now have it presented ina scientific and 
grathfal light. 

“Give me the hand ofan artist of talent,” says 
a celebrated chiromancer, “and without ever 
faving seen his pictures I will tell whether he 
prefers form to color, if he cares for details, 
whether inspiration or reflection guides his 
work, whether he works from imagination or 
from nature, and whether he will achieve suc- 
cess or not.” And Dumas, the great writer, 
says that palmistry will some day be the gram- 
mar of the human organism. 

The hands of notwo people are exactly alike 
both in form and in general lines. As charac- 
ters differ in the human family, so do their 
fands. It indeed seems strange, that our char- 
acters, our past and our future, are plainly 
written on our hands. And yet, many ancient 
and a constantly increasing number of modern 
thinkers believe this. Certain configurations 
anc forms of the hand have been found to ac- 
company, invariably, certain phases of char- 
acter. Of late years, the dust of ages, that has 
© long obscured the science of palmistry, has 
been cleared away, and this occult subject is 
aow offered to the world as an exact science. It 
& no longer a mystery of mysteries; it is a 
dranch of knowledge with definite rules, and 
glassifications. It is not pursued only by igno- 
rant and superstitious old women dressed as 
gypsies, and who know next to nothing of the 
real gist of the matter. s 
persons of education and refinement; and the 
apostles of palmistry to-day no longer try to 
surround themselves with an air of oriental 
mystery, or hide behind the veil of occultism. 
Gertain lines, certain forms of the hand, mean 


gertain things; the reader of palms to-day | 


fooks at the thing aoe | and squarely, accord- 
ing to the light that has been dim for cen- 
turies, but which burns i ery in 1894—and 
states plainly what he sees there. Palmistry is 
the fad with the fashionables of the large 
tities; and English, American and East Indian 
echirosophists have found another way by 
which P gaaat 9 J is power. Society is showing 
its hand—and those who are able to read it are 
en the high tide of popularity. 

What is the difference between chirognomy 
and chiromancy? asks someone. 

Chirognomy is the science which reveals the 
disposition, character, proclivities and occupa- 
tion of a man, by the shape and size of his 
hand. 

Obiromancy does all this, and much more, It 
tells by the lines, heavy and light, crossed and 
an-crossed, yot only the character but the his- 
tory, past, present and future. No person 
whose life-line was short, weak and broken 
ever lived a long or a healthy life. 

No one whose head-line was weak or wanting, 
ever amounted to much, or became a person of 
independent judgment; and no one whose 
Seart-line was missing or very much brokenup 
ever made a happy marriage. Strange. isn't it? 
And yet, events have proved the statement true, 
ever and over again. 

There are certain characteristics which the 
hand tells, whether its owner wills it or no, 
The human lips may lie but the hand cannot. 
A person versed in chirognomy can easily tell 


by looking at a hand the leading traits of the | 


person who owns it. The islands, stars and 


ee 


ISLANDS. CROSSES, 
srosses in a hand mean many important things; 
ne our next article will treat of them more 
ally. 

Aslim, narrow hand betokens a weak tem- 
—— feeble imagination and but little 
‘orce of character; although if it is a pliant 
band, of a suitable thickness, it will be im- 
proved. . 

If the palm is longer than the fingers, the 
owner is inclined to sensuality, gluttony and 
material desires. 

Short thick hands, with large thumbs betray 
ecovetous dispositions and a desire for riches or 
greatness. 
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great dislike of work. A celebrated palmist 
says that one’s hands are not hard because one 
works hurd, but one works hard because his 
hands are naturally hard: that is, that one 
whose hand is hard in spite of all he can do to 
soften them, was born to work hard; and vice 
versa, that one’s hands are not soft because he 
has not worked, but that he has not worked; 


| hard because he was born with soft hands. 


Square, medium-sized hands denote scien- 
sensible, self-contained people. The 
steady-going professional man is apt to have 
such a hand. 

A fleshy, thick palm denotes long life, and so 
does knitting of the reel Authorities gen- 
erally claim that a hollow palm gives long life. 
The most intelligent people have firm hands 


. Without either hardness or excessive softness. 


Of course these qualities may be modified by 
the presence or absence of certain other dis- | 
tinguishing marks, and also by the tell-tale 
lines, or their absence in the palm. 

The shape of the hand,in fact, has much to 
do with & person's character. The thumb, for 
instance, as it isthe most useful, is the most 
important of the digits in palm-reading. If it 
be disproportionately small, its owner is of 
weak character. If large, the person has a 
strong will, especially if the first joint be well- 
developed. Ifthe second joint is longest, the 





person has great reasoning abilities, And so 
with the fingers, which may be of four kinds-- 
or mixed when characteristics of several are 
blended. The spatulate finger denotes material 
thirrgs; the pointed, or psychic, divine things; 
very knotted ones, philosophy; and rounded 
ends a talent for art. 

What was the origin of hand-shaking? It 
was first done to emphasize the fact that each 
person carried no concealed weapon, for the 
purposes of surreptitious murder. And whata 





It has been studied by. 





difference there is among people with regard to 
this simple ceremony. When gon take the 
hand of certain ones it is—as Mr. Kinsabby 
says—like taking hold of a dead fish; while 
others give a warm, genial hand-clasp that 
sends ad magnetic thrill through you; and you 
never forget the latter person. Among some 
savage tribes the hands are held up, when ap- 
proaching an enemy for purposes of council, as 
asign of peace; just as highway burglars and 
train-robbers to-day in some parts of the coun- 
try, accost their victims w ith “Hold up your 
hands.” 

The most abject expression of humility is the 
act of kissing the hand—unless it be kissing the 
Pope’s toe! 

Mr. Heron Allen, acelebrated English author- 
ity on palmistry tellsa very interesting story 
in which a murderer was trnced by the lines of 
his hand. A detective, on visiting the scene of 
the murder, noticed the imprint of the mur- 
derer’s bloody hand, on the window sill, He 
studied carefully, the peculiar spiral lines on 
the ball of the thumb, making a correct draw- 
ingofthem., With this tracing, he tracked the 
guilty man from place to place; by pretending 
to be a fortune-teller, he examined hundreds of 
thumbs, but found none for many months to 
correspond to the imprint on the window-sill. 
At last, however, he found its exact counter- 
part, confronted the owner with the murder, 
when the villain broke down and confessed all, 
bringing up on the scaffold as a direct result of 
Me blood-stained impression on the window 

edge 
There are people—plenty of them, (and doubt- 
less some who read this paper) who will say that 
there is nothing in all this; that there is no 
difference between hundreds of hands of people 
around us; that the lines come and go regard- 
less of meaning; that the lines are made by 
folding the hands; and finally that it is wicked 
to attempt to solve these mysteries. Now 1st, 
examination of the first hundred hands you 
come across will show a marked difference, 
with no two exactly alike in every particular. 
2nd, patient watching of the lines in your own 
hand will convince you that they do not change 
materially asthe years go by; smaller, minor 
lines may be added, but the main ones remain 
the same. 3rd, look inside the hand of the 
smallest baby and you will find the chief lines, : 
plainly marked, and never after materially al- 
tered. Even the unborn child has the same 
lines; which facts prose that folding the hands 
e lines. 
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Comrort. 
“over Luis great country of ours; who beyon life 


| some great business, and had no right to bury 


)sturtin life; and how to-day beisat the head | 


} country. 





) reliable and thoroughly trustworthy book on 
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stance of a gentleman whose name is known all | 


asacilerk in a grocery-store down tm slaine,, 
with no prospect of ever rising above his fel- | 
lows; and how a phrenologist came ulong one 
day, exumined his “bumps and told bim that 
he was intended by Nature to be Lue bead of 


his light under a bushel by remainiug where he 
was; and how the young man, helieving more, 
perhaps. in himself than in the phrenologist, 
took heart of fate and cust about for the right 


of one of the greutest publishing houses in the 


Just so has the good hand of certain young 
men ined women, revealed to them the walk in 
life for which they best titted. You may 
have the ability to become a great artist or a 

reat writer, although you are to-day druiiging 
namill or a school-room. If so, your hund 
will show it, And why should you not avail 
yourselyes ofthe knowledge that lies hidden 
there’? 
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Here is a hand, for instance, in which Digitus ! 
sees greut capnbilities forevil. If such a hand 


belongs to a child, it will have little chance to, 


growup; and inany case the ownerof sucha’! 
hand will not live to be over fifty. It would be 

well for the child who has this hand not to 

grow up; as ifit does, it will become,in spite 

of itself, a thief and a dissolute character, 

linble to ruin both health and character by the 

lowest forms of dissipation. 

There are so many things that are both inter- 
esting and helpful to knew. Do you know that 
a liar habitualiy keeps his hands closed? And 
that he cannot tell a lie with them open? Hold | 
up yourown hand tothe light. Ifyou can see 
light between your fingers, you cannot keepa 
sevret, So never trust anyone whose bands are 
like that, 

To be able to read not only your own, but 
ether people's palms, is agrent gift. It isan 
art that cannot be learned inaday, But with | 


the subject, such as Comrort is now getting 
out, anyone with ordinary intelligence can mas-— 
ter the art, 

At neighborhood parties or receptions, the | 
person who can read palms is the most popular 
person in the room; at a fair or any entertain- 
ment for beneyolent purposes, a large amount 
of money might be realized by the woman who 
would appear in the role of a gypsy and read 


palms at 25 cents apiece; and a Shut-In might | 


while away many a weary hour by studying the 
art and practicing it on her friends and ac- 
quaintances. 

After investigating the subject for nearly 


| 





two years and casting about for some legiti- 
mate means of revealing the character—or bet- 
ter, palm-reading, for Comrort readers, an en- 
tirely original and very generous plan has been 
devised by the publishers, which will be fully 
made known in our next issue. 

Ky this novel plan every reader a “Comfort™ 
whose subscription for the year 1894 has been 
paid will be admitted to membership to Com- 
FoRT's Palmistry Club and enabled to have re- 
venlud—free of expense—his life, character and 
future by the science of Palmistry. } 

The valuable information and desirable ad- 
vantages to be gained by joining this moat origi- 
nal of all clubs cannot be secured elsewhere for 
love or money; and ag it will be granted to those 
only who have paid their subscription for the | 

ear 1894, every reader should see that he or she | 
ix eligible to become a member by sending the 
money for this year's subscri ptionat once,and thus 
reap all the benefits of the greatest and most gen- 
offer ever made by any publication in any 
country. The price of **Comfort" will continue 
same as heretofore—2é cents a year. 

Members will be booked in the order of their 
receipt, and all subscriptions sent in under this 
department must be addressed, ComMFoRT'S 
Palmistry Club, Augusta, Muine. 
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